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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Many times have the students of the works of Andrew 
Jackson Davis expressed the wish that the twenty-seven 
large volumes in which they are contained could be 
presented in a compendious form. 
done by one of the ablest writers on mystical and psychical 
subjects, an author whose identity on this occasion is veiled 
wder the description, A Doctor of Hermetic Science.” 
fiom a brief inspection of the book, which is published by 
Rider & Son, Ltd. (price 10s. 6d. net), we think that he 
is done the work with conspicuous skill and impartiality. 
In his Preface the editor of the volume remarks :— 


- As regards all that is incorporated and all that is excluded 
ithe book] represents, of course, the personal views of the 
| editor in respect of presumptive values, and he makes no claim 
to the possession of a final criterion. The work has been done 
with sincerity ; nothing has been inserted because it appeals to 
lim personally, apart from other considerations; nothing has 
been omitted because it opposes his views. 
We are glad to think that the editors claim is a just 
one, although it is clear from other parts of the Preface 
that he is not in entire sympathy with the Davis writings. 
We hope to deal more fully with the book, which is fuil of 
importance, in later issues. 


* * * LJ 


And now the work is 


Tn the meantime we take from the chapter on Тһе 
Spiritual Body " the following summary of some of Davis's 
teachings, since they have an intimate bearing on questions 
addressed to us recently, and which we sometimes hear 
discussed. 

Physiologists know that there are organs in man's body— 
like certain cæcal appendages to the intestines— which do not 
perform any important offices. They are remnants of a lower 
stage through which mankind has passed ; and a time will come 
when—by operations of evoluticnary law—such parts of the 
human form will cease to be. In the Summer Land certain 
organs which are now vital are no longer needed, and do not 

within the spiritual body. There are no fluids requiring 

no broken-down blood demanding pulmonary air cavi- 

fies no physical digestion involving stomach, liver and intes- 

lines, no propagation involving external organs of generation. 

Male and female, however, the spiritual body appears—preserv- 

ing all the symmetry and intrinsic elegance of our most perfect 
human form. 


That certain organs may atrophy and disappear in the 
future life of the individual is quite harmonious with what 
we know of natural law in the physical world. It shows 
the consistency and continuity of universal laws, 

LI LJ LJ LI 
Mr. E. Kay Robinson, the well-known naturalist, who 
las been а to our pages, is conducting a little 
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[s Newspaper. Price Tworencr. 


monthly publication, entitled " The Meaning of Life,” a 
copy of which (for August) came into our hands recently 
wished foi 


an explanation of those cases in which people seem to 


We found in it a reply to a correspondent who 


remember their former lives.“ Ancestral memory,” this 


correspondent thought, could not account for children 
correctly remembering things which not only happened 
before their birth, but in circumstances quite unconnected 
In the course of his 


with their own families. reply, Mr 


Robinson cited illustrations from the animal kingdom 


When we know that a wasp comes into the world with 
ready-made knowledge of the way in which to supply the needs 
of children that it can never see, and that a young moorhen, 
even before it has left the egg, knows how to ol i 
voice of the parent whom it has never seen, we fi 
in believing that human beings can have similar in 
ledge of unseen things. Indeed, as & matter o 
glimpses of things unseen, which human bein 


ancestral memory, shed a valuable light 
growth of the wonderful instincts by 
knowledge that could not have been learne 
these glimpses of memory are, in trutl 


Something in our envir 
threa 


instincts. 
chord in one of the nume 
interwoven in each one of us, and a mes 
the brain; but, even at the moment of r 
by the records of actual fact transmitted by 
of life. So the aberrant flash of ancestral memory « 
quickly as it came, leaving in the brain only an evas 
of knowledge of the unknown. 


nmer 


* * * * 


Proceeding, Mr. Kay Robinson points out that these 
flashes of memory are commoner in the young because in 
youth the mind is more plastic and sensitive, and the com- 
bined threads of life are less consolidated, as it were, into 
a single rope through constant use in unison. He does not 
regard these flashes of memory as evidence that ^ there is 
an individual life apart from, though at the same time part 
of, the great life " :— 

Rather is it evidence of the fact that life in each one of us 
always works for the best, through the combined threads of 
ancestry which constitute our being, in spite of occasional 
momentary aberrations on the part of one or more of them. 
And he meets the point as to children's recollections relat- 
ing to things, not only before their birth, but unconnected 
with their own families, by citing the well-known fact that 
each union of unrelated parents doubles the number of 
threads of ancestry. Twenty of such unions alone multiply 
them more than a million times. The threads reach out 
and take in every quarter of the globe, every stratum of 
society. We doubt, however, whether Mr. Robinson’s 
theory adequately covers all cases of that pre-natal memory 
which is sometimes attributed to reimbodiment. 


Е. C. C., in a letter referring to a recent passage of 
arms in Liguron the subject of psychic science, remarks on 
the tendency of critics to confuse evidence with proof. And 
he writes:— 

For instance, I personally accept the evidence towards f 
= D 
that the world is flat and the sun moves round it ss very 
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tron But as, unfortunately, t € trong evidence 
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extant against the the ry, Ld tt accept the the V au 
the evidence it very stro! 
So I have heard on Afric unny shore 
Another lion give a louder roar, 


And the first lion thought the last a bore 


Mr. Ellis Roberts says the evidence for Spiritualism is very 
strong, but he says also that his mind is open to stronger evi- 
dence from those who oppose Spiritualism. The anti-Spiritualist 
offers no opposing evidence—unless inane abuse, witless humour 
and dogmatic assertion be treated as evidence. What some of 
our oritics really ask is to be convinced against their will and 


even then—to be allowed to remain of the same opinion still. 


A MESSAGE AND A FULFILLED PREDICTION. 


L. M. B. sends us a further case of evidential automatism 
as follows :— 

The automatist was writing for several strangers, amongst 
whom was a Colonel Taylor. 

December 2nd, 1916.—On this date an unknown name 
broke in as follows, Taunot." 

December 6th, 1916.—"'' ' Tauntn ' 
feeling sad about Em——y.' " 

Note (from letter): " Emily before the war was in charge of 
nuns in a convent in Belgium She has never been heard 


phonetically correct), 


of since.” (1917.) 

December 5th, 1916.—"' ' Taunot’ I will verify my 
statement ‘ Taunot.' Taylor will stop mother 
going. I am afraid she will meet trouble on the way." 


Note (from letter): " Mrs. Taunton (wife of communicator, 
referred to as ‘mother’) left England about the beginning of 
December for South Africa. She had a very good voyage, 
but on her journey up country she was in a bad railway acci- 
dent. Owing to floods the railway bank subsided. The whole 
carriage turned over, and she was flung into the mud and water, 
and strained her leg.” 

December 10th, 1916.—“ Taunton 

man ы, uy Taun 

December 12th, 1916 “ Taunnot.” А 

March 11th, 1917.—" Sophie found dead in France." 

Note. This statement appears to refer to Emily, mentioned 
above, as no other daughter was in France or Belgium, but the 
name here was given wrong. 

March 11th/1917.—" You must find a way, news to Lyd . 
got.. . Martin.’ 

Note. — Lydia was another daughter. 
of the communicator. 

March 11th, 1917 
Lent." 

Note.—Taunton became a Roman Catholic and married a 
Roman Catholic wife, her name was Adelaide. 

March 11th, 1917.— " Emily will meet me soon. Emily 
will be found dead. Adelaide has a deep sorrow on het 
mind. Janet believes Ada alive.’ 

ANote.—Names appear again to be wrong. 

March 19th, 1917.—" John is with daughter." 

Note.—John (deceased) was intimately connected with the 
Taunton family. 

E vplanation.—The automatist, before December 2nd, 1916, 
had no knowledge of the existence of the Taunton family, and 
was only able to verify the above allusions after many months. 

The friend Martin, mentioned above, was, curiously 
enough, introduced by letter to her, as he was interested in 
Spiritualism. She had then no knowledge of his link with the 
Taunton family, but this transpired later. 

(Pseudonyms are used throughout in the above account.) 


want my mother 


Martin was a friend 


" Adel— Taunton . to confess for 


A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE, 


Mr. Н. Т. Pemberton, of Summerville, York-road, Kings- 
town, Ireland, writes : 

It occurs to me that Spiritualists should have one day in 
the year set apart as their special " Day." It might be either 
All Hallows’ Eve or All Saints’. 


To us either of these dates has a very deep significance ; 


We should lead 


in fact, that applies also to the whole nation. 


LIG Ey TL: 


November 3, 1917 


SPIRITUALISM AND CHRISTIANITY. 


Гні AuTHORITY OF Mosaic Law 


Sir Arthur Conan D yle recently addressed a vast audien 
at Bradford on the subject of Spiritualism, and the Rev, G 
Gilbert Muir, of Hall, at which the address was 


delivered, took the opportunity on a recent Sunday of deliver. 


Eastbrook 


ing a reply to what he erroneously conceived to be an attack 
on the Christian faith. (In his use of the word " Christianity’ 
Sir Arthur was doubtless thinking of modern perversions of the 
teachings of Jesus—a matter deplored by many of the finest 
spirits in the Church to-day.) Quite naturally Mr. Muir fell back 
on Old Testament prohibitions, and referred also to the monk 
Rasputin, which elicited the following rejoinder from Mr. J. 
Arthur Hill in the “ It is to be hoped, 
by the way, that Mr. Muir will not remain under the illusion 


that phenomenal Spiritualism is any substitute for Religion in 


Yorkshire Observer." 


the pure sense of that word. It merely brings the confirma- 


tion of external fact to the reality of interior experience, 


Mr. Muir quotes Leviticus xix. 31 as a prohibition of Spirit- 
ualism. But the same chapter, v. 19, prohibits the wearing of 
garments ' of two kinds of stuff mingled together," also the 
reaping of field-corners, the eating of sacrificial meat three 
days old, and so forth. It is therefore clear that all those who 
wear cotton-and-wool garments are convicted of sin along with 
Sir A. C. Doyle. I fear that very few Eastbrookers—nay, very 
few Bradfordians or West Europeans—will be found guiltless, 
The simple truth is, of course, that a prohibition which may 
have been wise and right in Syria several thousand years ago is 
not necessarily wise and right here and now. Moreover, the 
prohibition of Spiritualism was really a prohibition of resort to 
unaccredited seers; the clairvoyance of Samuel—the accredited 
seer—was all right. : 

As to Rasputin, the monk, there seems to be no good evi- 
dence that he had anything to do with Spiritualism at all 
John Wesley was keenly interested in psychical things, and in 
a recent study of his experiences for the purpose of writing 
an introduction to a book which will appear shortly—I found 
myself precisely in accord with his attitude. 16 would be well 
for some of his "followers" to acquaint themselves with it; 
for, without knowing it, they differ widely from him. On this 
subject I am a much better Wesleyan than Mr. Muir is! 


THE ILLUSION OF FEELING. 


One often meets with instances of persons who, having lost 
a limb, retain some of the sensations which attended its posses- 
sion, but the case of the soldier who sends the following narra- 
tive to the " Manchester Guardian 

I had the misfortune to lose my left hand on the Messines 
Ridge last June, and all the pain I have suffered from the 
wound has been in the hand which I no longer possess. Now 
the peculiar part of it all is that on alternate days the fingers 
of the missing hand open and close: that is to say, yesterday 
they were closed ; to-day they are open. To-morrow they will 
be closed again. This change takes place during sleep, and once 
or twice, on restless nights, I have actually felt the change 
I was left-handed, and during the attack I 
When the fingers are 


is surely unique: 


taking place. 
carried my revolver in tbe missing hand. 
closed they are exactly in the same position as if they were 
still grasping the revolver. The only explanation I can offer is 
that what remained of the hand after I was wounded was 
amputated exactly twenty-four hours later. Also, I was 
wounded somewhere about four o'clock in the morning, and 
was operated on about the same time the following morning, 
and the opening and closing of the fingers takes plaee abont 
this time. 

We quote the case because, as Miss Dallas has pointed out, 
such experiences enable us to understand how after death a 
spirit may at first be conscious of sensations belonging purely 
to the physical state 


Mrs. Mary Davies.—The result of the appeal in the 
Kings Bench Division, before Justices Darling, Avory and 
Sankey last week, has been successful. Mr. Justice Sankey, in 
giving judgment, referred to the case of Regina v. Entwistle, as 


the way by bringing into our conversations, thoughts and 
prayers all those who have passed on to the wider life, and in 
t nrisen heroes and those personally dear to us. 


portunity offers, a portion of the day might be 
3 es of love and 


regarded the necessity of proving intention to deceive. In his 
view the magistrate in the present case had acted wrongly in 
tetang 8 4 % tendered to him, and the appeal should 
% allowed. lie case was accordingly remitte › nis 
trate to hear the evidence. * wc - 


particular our 


Also, where о Д 
devoted to the sending and receiving of messag 


comfort along the lines of communication open. 


November 3, 1917.) 


SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE AT 
SUFFOLK STREET. 

The aerial dangers did not prevent the assembling of a large 
sudience at the Salon of the Royal Society of British Artists on 
Thursday evening, October 25th, when, with Sir Oliver Lodge 
in the chair, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle delivered an address, 
entitled The New Revelation.” 
hall that it was clear that had the times been normal many 
would have been unable to obtain admission. 

The Acting-President of the Alliance (Mr. Henry WrrnaLL) 
explained, on opening the meeting, that when Sir Arthur con- 
sented to address the Alliance it occurred to him that it would 
bea good thing to ask Sir Oliver Lodge to preside, and he was 
kind enough to agree to do so. That was how it was they had 
the pleasure of his company with them that evening. 

Sm OrrvER Lope said: It was with pleasure I agreed to 
take the chair for my friend, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It isa 
mistake for a chairman to give any part of the lecture, 
(Laughter.) The title is The New Revelation,“ and I shall 
leave him to open it as he chooses, but I am sure you will wish 
me to welcome in your name a man whose services to this 
country are well known. We remember with pride his work in 
South Africa. We think of his mission there and of his writings 
on that at one time hostile but now friendly and co-operative 
dominion ; and we hope that his influence has contributed in 
some measure to bring about the excellent understanding of 
which we are now so heartily proud. (Applause.) 

Sm AnrHuR Conan Dovrz then delivered the address of 
the evening. He spoke for considerably over an hour and was 
heard with close attention throughout, some of his more effec- 
live points being frequently greeted with applause. There are 
reasons why a verbatim report of the address cannot appear 
just now, but we hope to give a full summary in the next and 
succeeding issues of Тлонт, together with a report of Sir 
Oliver Lodge's remarks at the close. 

Owing to the circumstances under which the meeting was 
held, it was deemed advisable to bring the proceedings to a 
tlose as early as possible, so that there was no discussion ; but 
Dr. Abraham Wallace expressed the thanks of the meeting to 
the chairman and the lecturer, and added a pleasant little 
reminiscence of his Edinburgh University days when, as he 
mentioned, he had narrowly escaped having Sir A. Conan Doyle 
under his tuition. 


Indeed, so packed was the 


THE REALITY OF THE UNSEEN. 


ADDRESS BY Sir OLIVER LODGE. 


At the Eastbrook Brotherhood, Bradford, on the 21st ult., 
Sir Oliver Lodge delivered an address, in the course of which 
he made &n allusion to the fact that Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle had on a previous Sunday addressed the Brotherhood 
on "A. New Revelation.” We quote from the “Bradford 
Observer" of the 22nd ult. 


Going on to speak of some revelations of science, Sir Oliver 
remarked that he had been told that something about revela- 
tions had been heard lately in that hall. (Laughter.) Well, 
he had nothing to do with any controversy, if there was a con- 
troyersy. The main point he wished to bring out was the 
reality of the unseen, as revealed by science in its phases of 
gradual development. The phrase “the starry heavens " meant 
something vastly more to us than to the ancients. Yet, although 
we saw the stars, as the ancients never saw them, there must 
bea multitude of things we did not see. The magnitude of the 
material universe was something that was overwhelming. He 
was never surprised (he stated) at men being materialistic— 
the material universe was worthy of our high admiration and 
reverence—so long as they adhered to what they knew, and 
did not deny everything else but what they had studied. 
Referring to his audience, he said that engaged as men were 
in everyday work, their minds might not be open. Fortu- 
nately people were waking up. The Workers’ Educational 
Association and other movements were revealing a determina- 
tion that education should not be the privilege of a few, and a 
consciousness that every member of society had a right to know 
what had been discovered by science, and should have sufficient 
leisure to live a rational life, to understand what had been 
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done and what kind of a universe we were living in. Men 
knew, more or less, what they were, but not what they would 
be. One great value of existence was that it did not come to 
an end ; it existed permanently, That he believed to be the 
message of evolution. Having treated of atoms, nebulæ and 
ether, Sir Oliver went on to say that while our senses informed 
us they also limited ns, and it was no argument to say that 
because we did not see things therefore they did not exist. He 
must tell them that in his researches he had found evidence 
warranting him in stating clearly and definitely that we were 
not alone. To the eye of sense we seemed to be alone, but we 
were really surrounded by a host of witnesses and helpers. We 
had the help of the Highest. Powers were at work, not at a 
distance, but working in amongst us: we were learning what the 
destiny of man must be. It would be strange if this ghastly 
war simplified and improved the knowledge of Christ and aided 
in the perception of the beauty of His life and teaching. Yet 
stranger things had happened, and whatever the Churches 
might do, he believed that the call of Christ Himself would be 
heard and attended to by a large part of the community as it 
had never yet been attended to on earth. (Applause.) It was 
a time of spiritual outpouring. All the great times in history 
had been marked by great sacrifices, and there must be a great 
outcome of all the sacrifices of the present time. (Applause.) 


THE COMING WORLD-TEACHER, 


A correspondent, E. S. (Oxford), referring to the many 
discussions concerning the coming of a New World-Teacher, 
writes :— 

I am reminded of two verses in the Bhagavad Gita, one of 
the most sacred of Hindu scriptures :— 


* Wherever there is decay of righteousness, and there is 
exaltation of unrighteousness, then I myself come forth ; 

* Бог the protection of the good, for the destruction of 
evil-doers, for the sake of firmly establishing righteousness, I 
am born from age to age." 


Those who have studied this matter on all possible planes 
of thought and being have ascertained that the Master has ap- 
peared many times to teach and guide His people in the way 
most suited to them at the time of His coming. Under many 
guises He has appeared before, and has given out different 
parts of the truth each time. It is not His fault that humanity 
can only appreciate the beauty of one facet of this diamond at 
one time. None the less the diamond is there, and the man 
who can see several sides of it has a richer spiritual life than the 
man who can only see one. When we look round at the world 
to-day, we must understand that the time is again ripe for His 
coming. Now, if ever, we need a fresh manifestation of the 
truth. 

As to the manner of His coming—and the particular truth 
that He will give out—who of us can say? To many of us it 
seems that He will deepen and vivify that particular side of the 
truth which each one is trying to express, The Christian will 
be a better Christian, the Mohammedan a better Mohammedan, 
the Hindu a better Hindu as the result of the immense spiritual 
stimulus which His presence will give. 

Already a band of servers is welded together to help Him 
at His coming in the near future. They seek to come spiritually 
into touch with Him now, and to show forth in their own lives 
the qualities of devotion, steadfastness and gentleness, and to 
recognise and reverence greatness in whomsoever shown. At 
His last coming the multitude understood only miracles, signs 
and wonders, and even the disciples were often hindered by 
their own limitations, many of them being offended by His 
sayings. We at the present time must so prepare our vehicles 
of thought and intuition that we may understand much more of 
His teaching than any of the disciples did at the previous 
coming. 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From “Ідонт” or NOVEMRER oru, 1887.) 


Hypnotism 1х Panrs,— The amphitheatre of the Charité 
Hospital was yesterday [October 28th] crowded with people 
who had been invited to witness the experiments of hypnotism 
made by Dr. Luys, member of the Academy of Medicine and 
doctor at the Salpétrib?re.—A Parts CORRESPONDENT. 


Mr, Gerald Massey seems to think that we are the exponents 
of Christian Spiritualism, He is mistaken. Another corre- 
spondent thinks we run risk of being anti-Christian. He is mis- 
taken, too. We advocate no extremes and our correspondence 


waiting we are in that safest spot, im medio. From 
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OF PROPHECY, PREVISION AND OTHER 
MATTERS. 


On casting about for a topic for the present leader we 
find ourselves confronted with a number of themes arising 
out of recent discussions or articles. Some of them have 
given rise to questions from readers, and it may be useful 
on this occasion to deal with them instead of considering a 
single subject, 

First, then, let us take the question concerning the 
nature of Time, to which we made a glancing allusion in a 
recent, Note, which has provoked some correspondence from 
readers, The subject, of course, has a close connection 
with the question of prophecy, and that in itself is a diffi- 
cult one. Many years ago a spirit communicator explained 
to us that prophecy was a. question of the tracing out of a 
chain of sequences, a logical process although doubtless 
performed with facility by minds specially gifted. We 
could see that this covered a large part of the question, 
but it seemed to us insufficient to account for some of the 
facts of prevision where the things accurately foreseen in- 

volved minute details. It is not necessary to exemplify. 
Everyone who has studied the question at all—especially 
as regards the many authentic cases of Highland Second 
Sight—will appreciate the point. Nevertheless, however 
small the detail, the chain of sequences must be there, and 
the difficulty we feel about the tracing of these in any pre- 
cise fashion might vanish if we could watch the process 
from some very high plane of consciousness. We know how 
instantaneously intuition will arrive at results which the 
inductive process can only achieve by slow and laborious 
steps. Vision, sensation and thought may be merely dif- 
ferent aspects of the same activity of consciousness. This 
would lend colour to the saying of Fechner, whose ideas 
on the subject of life after death reveal the mind of one 
who was not only a thinker but а seer :— 

In the next world what will take place in the future in this 

world will appear to us as if it were really there in the present. 
One conclusion seems reasonably certain. There are 
many things the true meaning of which we shall never 
gain until we have passed beyond the world of physical 
laws, We can only interpret these things crudely by 
the aid of material forms of thought sometimes even 
the physical analogy is wanting. There, for the present, 
we must leave the question. 


“Oh for a life of sensations 
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rather than of thoughts!” said John Keats 
in part at least, enter into his meaning. 
Another question connected with this 


„and we can, 


z matter of pro. 
phecy arises out of a letter from a correspondent. Some 
time ago we quoted from an article in the “Star” on 
Omens and Apparitions, by Katharine Tynan, the Irish 
novelist (Licut, September 29th). This was followed by 
some similar stories by a correspondent of that journal, - 
some of which we reproduced in the following issue, 
There was, for instance, the vision of a sleeping schoolboy 
who saw an old woman come into his dormitory with a bag 
of nails and a hammer. She stopped before certain sleep. 
ing boys, wavered a little, and then passed on, but into the 
heads of some she hammered a nail. Fever attacked all 
the boys by whose beds the woman had stopped. Those 
she hesitated over recovered ; but those into whose heads 
she drove a nail died of the disease. 
We put aside here the question of some “ malevolent 
agency”—in any personal guise at least. We imagine 
that the boy’s mind was of the visualising type and cas 
his general impressions into an objective form. Some 
minds instinctively personify things. It is an old trick 
the poetic faculty and sometimes becomes tedious b 
repetition, especially when Love, Ambition, Pleasure, : 
the passions generally are ‘all forced into human shapes 
Allegory is a speedy vehicle for some forms of though 
and perhaps the same sensitiveness to impressions of coming 
events is instrumental in putting them into objective form 
but it is probably an elementary faculty, for the sav 
resorts toit instinctively in omen and symbol. The thinker 
who is advanced enough to grasp ideas and principles 


to thinking of them as gods or demons. 
of course, in the philosophic sense, but not human, supe 
human, or sub-human individualities. 

On the question of the light seen issuing from 
fingers of persons at table sittings, a lady reader inform 
us that she has noticed this phenomenon frequently but 
observed that some of the other sitters present were unable 
to see it. That raises the question to which we alluded 
(p. 334) as to whether the seeing is clairvoyant, and it 
also suggests that there is a point at which things di 
cernible to the eyes of the clairvoyant become sufficient 
objective to be seen by the normal sight. There is an 
interesting speculation here. Is materialisation merely a 
process of clothing « form with matter sufficiently dense to 
make it visible, or is it the presentation of a form as 
external side of something interior of which the m nd, 
working through a physical brain, can form no clear con- 
ception? The mind, we are told, is an “ image maker" | ^ 
point which connects with the question of symbols ar 
allegories referred to above). Here is a question on whic 
some of our friends may like to offer an opinion. We we 
once taken to task by an enthusiastic psychic photograph 
for questioning his theory that a “ spirit photograph” was 
literally the photograph of a spirit. It was not that 
had any prejudice in favour of abstractions as opposed t 
concrete facts. We merely felt that it is possible to be fs 

literal in describing the realities of the next wo d. 
Material forms of speech may not truly represent ther 
The eye of the artist discerns in a 
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A PLACE PREPARED. 


THe Номе or THE Spirit. 


By H. A. DALLAS. 


, 


"I go to prepare a place for you," said Christ; and this 
that there will be no strangeness, that we shall, so to 
, fit into our surroundings. In our home above we shall 
Ш just the place to which we are suited; it is a place to which 
yo shall be called when—and not until—it is ready for us; and 
the word "place" does not express the full idea. The 
worl "abiding-place " which Christ used to denote the future 
‘dwelling prepared for us implies rest; rest is a condition, it 
must not be dwarfed into the conception merely of locality. 
"I go to prepare a place for you," He said, ' that where І am 
‘there ye may be also.” Where was He when He said those 
ods? He was in the upper room at Jerusalem, but He was 
‘abo, and always, “in the bosom of the Father." Renan, in his 
“Ta Vie de Jésu,” wrote: ' He lived in the bosom of 
God by a communication of every moment. 'The highest 
sciousness of God which humanity has ever experienced was 
f Jesus.” 
close association with the promise of a place prepared 
friends, He said, “I will receive you unto myself.” 
ust as He lived in conscious communion with God, so 
| His friends live with Him. Ву implication we may 
de that Heaven will be a state of abiding consciousness 
and that in the deep repose of that consciousness 
all find ourselves in such relationship with our sur- 
ings as will best suit the capacities which have been 
eloped in us individually. We shall be in an environ- 
fitted and prepared for the exercise of our faculties. 
those who have developed their spiritual and affectional 
ire the only restful environment must be spiritual, it must 
leone of fellowship with spirits. 
Infinite joy in infinite service and a place prepared in 
n hearts for each of us; this is our destined heaven. 
locality, however beautiful, could be home for us unless 
were this place prepared in human hearts, The great 
d of man said, “I will receive you unto myself,” and in 
ing He bore witness to the truth for all who know what 
ove and friendship mean. Each true-hearted friend will 
that place always ready in the heart for those who are 
ul ir life and in death. Hach one who has gone up higher 
ill, like the great type of true humanity, say to the friends 
\ through death into that upper world, “І will receive 
nto myself.” It may comfort and encourage the many 
are feeling the emptiness of bereavement if they will 
lise that the discipline which they are undergoing, and the 
ng which those they love are also experiencing in this 
time are part of the process of preparation by which the 
places in the hearts of each are being made capable of 
receiving forever those who love each other with a love stronger 
han death. 
As I close, I am reminded by a friend of some of the say- 
sof a great scientist and thinker on this question of the 
of the Spirit—I mean Fechner, who, in his work on 
after Death," wrote :— 


as but a living world 
builds up his own future 
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IS THE SPIRIT THEORY 
SOLUTION ? 


THE DIFFIOULTIES OF AN INQUIRER, 


THE ONLY 


We have received the following letter from Sir Oliver Lodge 
enclosing copy ofa letter (subjoined) from one of his corre- 
spondents. Some of our readers may like to deal with the 
questions raised, which by the way involve the idea that it is 
really through the dramatising power of the subconscious 
mind that communications appearing to come from those in 
the next state are received :— 


То the Eptrron or Lieu. 


Sin,—Mr. Wilkinson's article in the October number of the 
London Magazine" has excited such widespread interest 
that possibly the enclosed thoughtful letter from a philosophic 
critic—a lady not connected with the S.P.R.—may be worth 
reproducing in your columns, in order to show the kind of 
difficulties felt by those who give careful study to records with- 
out having much first-hand experience themselves. 

There is so much rash and random criticism about, un- 
worthy of attention, that anything like a thoughtful presenta- 
tion of difficulties and alternative possibilities should not be 
ignored. Hence, although I myself have learnt largely to dis- 
count the explanations suggested in the letter, it is well to 
remember that there are real difficulties honestly felt, and that 
they are often such as we have had to encounter in our own 
persons at an earlier stage of investigation. 

Yours faithfully, 
OLIVER LODGE, 


Copy of Letter regarding Mr. WILKINSON's Article in the 
October issue of the " London Magazine." 


I read the article, The War has made me Think,” with a 
good deal of interest, and thought that in some ways the 
results were more convincing than those told in “ Raymond." 
But what worries me is not a disbelief in the facts, or a belief 
that such things must be impossible, but a dread that there is 
no proof to be found along these lines. Because our minds 
and their powers are still so unknown to us that we may bo, 
and seem to me to be, only experimenting upon the make-up of 
our own minds. 

I believe in the unconscious self, and I believe in telepathy. 
As to the first, it has often appeared to me that shock of grief 
in some way disintegrates the mind so that the unconscious 
side may become conscious and yet appear strange to our 
usual selves. It may in fact be a natural means of the mind 
to ensure sanity, and the uses of discipline seem to me to 
point in this direction. Telepathy is so powerful and in small 
ways so constant, being probably present even in simple conver- 
sation, that it is difficult to tell where it may end. 

Therefore all this seems to me of huge interest; but not 
likely to lead to satisfactory proof, or rather proof that will 
stand after excitement has passed away, like reasoning and its 
results. 

The criticisms that entered my mind in reading the article 
were rather on these lines ;— 

January, 1917, the sitting with Peters. The meeting of 
Roger with John, Elizabeth, William, and Edward: I noted 
that Mr. Wilkinson Лав heard of little Edward before, though 
apparently a long while ago ; for he remembers enough to ask 
a definite question about it, and long ago may have con- 
sciously known the name. The medium may be only an inter- 
esting means of getting at the unconscious memory. 

In the story of “Roger, Poger," I notice that the first 
name comes with such difficulty that the name is not out 
before the boy's father gives it, and having given it, and 
having received the suggestion clearly in Ais mind, the medium 
at once perceives the whole thing and gives the next develop- 
ment of the name. This looks like the sitter's mind acting 
on the medium's, 

In the sitting with Mrs, Leonard I notice that the result 
of the first three sittings is produced with ease, and rapidly. 
As to the wife's letters, (1) her mind was full of the letters when 
she came into the room, (2) she had been going over the boy's 

with this her mind: he says t the disappoint- 

{ in with what I fear, and t is 

elt at once her mind on hers, and secondly 

nlready come to in the mother's 
boy's belongings, she herself not 
to me, as far as the story goos, to be 
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outside these criticisms. Unless delayed telepathy is a fact. 


Myers mentions it 

Mrs. Brittain: The brothers idea of the 
mother's will, This is to me one of a long train of facts which I 
have noticed in many of these experiments, and which suggest 
telepathy along the lines that Myers mentions in his Per- 
sonality and Survival. The mind of his brother is working 
on this subject, connected with them both, and he is anxious. 
The moment the medium opens the door to the telepathic 
force, his mind works in two ways upon his brother's. (1) It 
communicates his feeling, and (2) it suggests his own hope that 
his brother will check what he feels (at the bottom of his mind) 
to be an undesirable course. 

All the information which follows about Geoffrey, Malcolm, 
and the deaths of his family are facts apparently known in 
detail to himself, and may easily be the working of his mind on 
the medium's. 

The mother’s vision of the boy seems to me to lie in quite 
a different and much higher range of experience, and to fall into 
line with the common experience of mankind and of prayer, If 
represents a state normal, up to a point, with all people in 
bereavement, though it may take different forms, and possibly 
is more often connected with the sense of touch than sight. 
It may be still derived through the unconscious self, but it does 
not to my mind suggest disintegration, but a normal connec- 
tion between one mind and another. 

But the remark of the medium, Mrs. Brittain, about the 
boy wishing his mother to know that the vision was real and 
no dream, seems to me at once to suggest her mind working 

on the sitter's. I cannot help noticing that whenever the 
sitter has a decided tendency in his mind, at the moment, that 
the medium then answers to it rapidly. The increasing ease 
with which they get into touch with the medium may be due 
only to a more practised access to the unconscious self. 


contesting 


Besides these criticisms, I notice that impressions made on 
the mind, and still more on the life or character or whatever 
it should be called, are permanent, and may produce themselves 
in very vivid ways. 

I think the thing I chiefly fear is the use of the medium. I 
see no reason why we should not feel the dead near us, or why 
they should not feel us near them; but the medium, I cannot 
help feeling, may have nothing to do with this, unless it, being 
an awakener of the subconscious self, and so getting our own 
minds down into their own realities, may bring us to the fringe, 
or nearer the fringe, of contact than we could get by normal 
mental or spiritual effort. 


"GHOST-FLOWERS." 


In connection with an appeal which has been made for 
funds to purchase the Protestant Cemetery at Rome, in which 
rest the ashes of Shelley and Keats, and the lease of which, 
held by Germany, expires next year, the "Star" recalls the 
following singular cireumstances reported in the papers a few 
years ago : 


An English clergyman and his sister wandering round the 
quiet tombs came to a grave thickly covered with violet leaves. 
As they stood over it they noticed a delicious smell of violets, 
and, looking down, saw the little purple flowers peeping out 
hore and there from deep among the leaves. Next moment 
they saw there were no violets, ‘The flowers were not actually 
tangiblo—as soon as they tried to fix their gaze on a violet it 
vanished like an optical illusion. 

The facts wore curious enough. Both the people who saw 
the violeta were normal. The grave was that of Elizabeth 
Wyckhoff, an American unknown by name or association to 
either, which disposes of the theory of atto-suggestion. More- 
over, at least one other credible witness claimed at the same 
time to have seen violets growing on а grave near that of 
Keats, which is close to that of Elizabeth Wyckhoff. 

This story about ghost-flowers, if so the fleeting violets of 
tho Protestant Cometery at Rome may be called, is not isolated. 
Several peoplo have claimed similar experionces; and acting on 
tho beautiful fancy that those who are gone were asking for 
gifts of tho real flowers, they have planted these on their graves, 

Porhaps thoir fancy was the truth—who knows 

Stranger still is that story told some years ago about an 
ancient tree in a country town. Under it was once found the 
dead body of а woman clasping in her hand some wild thyme 

Nobody knew her, and no wild thyme grew near Yot after- 
wards а strong, unmistakable scent, of wild thyme was often 


The scent haunted the spot 
Jamel! it and wonld 


ople 
noticed under the tree peo] 


wholly ignorant of. the eirenmstanees сопіс 
look for tho plant which was not there 
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SPIRITUALISM IN THE PRESS. 
In the "Sunday Times“ of the 28th ult. Sir Arthur ( 
Doyle writes of the Phenomena and Religion of Spirituali 
As evidence of his long study of the subject he refers tog 
recent re-publication in Ligur (under “А Generation Ag 
of a letter from him which appeared in these columns thie 
years ago. Making it clear that he is more interested in , 
religious than in the scientific side of the question, he тевд) 
the great revelation which has come to us in the many thous 
of communications from beyond the tomb, And in ded 
with this part of the subject he writes: 

They all present a point of view which is not antagonis 
to any existing scheme of religion or philosophy, save 
materialism, but which greatly supplements any тете 
which has yet been conveyed to the human race. 

The correspondence, under the heading “The Ung 
World," includes a letter from Sir Oliver Lodge covering 
communication he has received from the Rev. H. G. White, 
chaplain at the Front, describing the look of ecstasy on t 
face of a dying soldier: "Just beforejhe passed away.“ 
face lit up with such a look of joy that one could hardly œ 
any other word than ecstasy to describe it." The instance; 
recorded as a rejoinder to Dr. Mercier's suggestion that gd 
things do not happen, since he has never seen them. But the 
are many examples of this ecstasy at death; some have bka 
recorded in Ілснт and there are multitudes of people who а 
testify to the fact. {Following Sir О. Lodge's letter are letta 
from Mr. P. J. McDonnell and Mr. Grant Richards question 
certain points in the Hugh Lane case. Mr. Edward Chil 
apologises for his attempt to cast discredit on Dr. Crawfordi 
There are, he points out, certain Une, 


scientific standing. 
sities—happily not British— which grant degrees in Scien 
Philosophy and Divinity so readily that these distinctions m 
on a lower plane than a good many modern Knighthood() 
Mr. Clodd, having aecepted the assurance that Dr. Отаи 


holds the diploma of the University of Glasgow, make 
graceful amende :— 

I beg to apologise to Dr. Crawford for throwing any dodi 
on the distinction, and to express the satisfaction tham 
query has elicited the fact that he has won an envied honor. 

Vive la politesse! Of course, it would have been better; 
inquire first and make the aspersion afterwards. “ Jedburg 
justice " is a little out of date. 

Mr. J. Hector de Courcelles, M.A. (Oxon.), although not! 
Spiritualist, is able to testify to the reality of some of & 
phenomena occurring in the presence of Mrs, Fox-Jencka 
and Mr. Nevil Maskelyne finds that the only people who s 
really competent to undertake an investigation [into pech 
phenomena] are necessarily those who have a knowledge ol # 
least the theory of modern magic. (“ There is,” as the tant 
in the old classical story observed, nothing like leather!“ М 
Maskelyne sees a strong significance in the fact that no om 
munication has been received from his late father, It impi 
that there is no communication between this world and & 
next." 

In the“ Weekly Dispatch," Mr. Max Pemberton writes wi 
enthusiasm of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's address at Suh 
street, at which he was present, Perhaps it was a slip of th 
pen that caused him to write of a fakir as “she,” and to пй 
to a " spirit" (it was really D. D. Home, the medium) аз hans 
passed from one house [window ? to another at a height 
seventy feet from the ground.” If Pressmen, discussing o 
subject in the papers, made no more serious mistakes ths 
these, we should have little cause for complaint. The facts 
of course, that while the great organs of publie opinion emp. 
specialists on most subjects, their utterances on psychic soina 
have been hitherto mainly distilled from the inner consoiow 
ness of the wfiters detailed to “instruct” the publio, wil 
results that leave the initiated gasping with astonishment, Th 
product of the German professor's attempt to evolve an ide 
of a camel from his imagination could not have beon more Ind 
We saw some time ago how certain journals, whit 
bestowing bonedictions on some of 


the distinguished mints 
amongst us, were 


at the same time grossly insulting them ly 
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шмш and malicious abuse of their faith as followers of 
e science, The journalists were probably quite unaware 
ү; . 
dibe fact, just as they were unaware that the subject had a 
gouine and serious side, and was not entirely a question of 
Р If the 
с had really wanted to know the truth in those days, it 
sul have got it; but publie ignorance and prejudice were too 
eng lor a Press which (with some notable exceptions) dare 
mt fly in its face, That there are now distinct signs of a 
ше for the better is a cause for satisfaction. In this con- 
pation it is worth noting that Mr. Max Pemberton concludes 
ys able summary of Sir A. Conan Doyle's address with the 
folowing words :— 


mistireot fortune-tellers and their credulous dupes. 


Let us hear the churches upon a gospel so tremendous. 
$i Arthur has mo rope about his waist—but his voice cries in 
fe wilderness of war and there are thousands waiting upon 
sith words as he has learned to speak. 


р. G. 


THE MIRACLES OF 


JESUS. 

Dealing with this subject at the rooms of the Alliance on 
| te 25th ult, Mr. W. J. Vanstone deprecated at the outset 
Midea that the divinity of Christ was necessarily either 
Maced or established by acceptance of the fact of spirit 
mim, With regard to the miracles of Jesus, he fully accepted 
pen not, indeed, because they were recorded in the Bible, 
at because such incidents were not peculiar to the Bible 
|. mimitive, but were found in association with other teachers 
Pi other religions. "That they were never meant to be 
ben as evidences of Christ's divinity was evident from 
lie fact that, in the case of the demoniac boy, the Master chided 
Hisdisciples for the lack of faith which had prevented them 
‘from effecting the cure themselves. The miracles were not, Mr. 
P Vanstone believed, a violation of natural laws, but a revelation 
| i other super-laws which were not usually in operation. He 
didnot consider such incidents were recorded to indicate what 
_ should be the normal condition of humanity in the ideal state 
| when it had realised its oneness with the Deity as Jesus did. 
tlt would not, in his view, be well for the conditions there indi- 
tiled as spasmodic ever to become normal. The instance of the 
Moman with the issue of blood being healed by touching the 
| bem of Christ's garment accorded with the theory of Mesmer— 
pmjeted by the Naney school—that a subtle vital fluid was 
given out by the healer, Certainly in this case there was no 
| Осе that the cure was wrought by suggestion. Christ’s 
E Were worked by a conjunction of His own power with the 
pament of force which the individual himself provided. In 


[епшш “he could do no mighty works because of their 
unbelief.” 


І 


i 


AN INSPIRING 


| ‘Tho following from “The World's Advance-Thought" is 


(worth quoting» both for its high optimism and its noble 
diction ;— 


VISION, 


Plato's Republie, Sidney's Golden Dream, 

All social prophecies that ever fell 

From ancient seers of Palestine or Greece, 
Wrought out through centuries of cheerful toil, 
Shall grow into the concrete world of facts, 
And Liberty shall clothe Herself with Law, 
Not as the maniac girds himself with chains, 
But as the world adorns herself with flowers, 


Нозтквака As HEALERS.—AÀ new use for the special gifts 
omen is being developed by the Medico-Psychological 
Clinic which was recently opened in Brunswick-square, W.C., 
bya group of doctors interested in treatment by mental sug- 
tion. The ideal woman for giving mental treatment is of 
the ‘good hostess’ type," a " Daily News” representative was 
informed yesterday (24th ult.]. The good hostess puts all her 

instantly at their ease, She calms and at the same time 
interests, and is exquisitely tactful, Casos of shell-shock are 
being extensively treated in this way, and the clinic will shortly 
undergo groat developments,—" Daily News,” 


~ 
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SPIRITUALISM AND ETHICS, 
P. C. D 


Since the 


writes 

publication of 
criticism has descended on us 
sources, 


"Raymond" an avalanche of 


as е in the Press and from private 
Many of the critics seem to consider their caso is 
made out when they have stated that they do not like the 
character of the communications, that the atmosphere of the 
book does not appeal to them, and that they would be 
sorry to think of their dear ones, who have passed on, living 
in such conditions, Few appear to be interested in the veri- 
dical nature of the messages. So large a number of readers 
have concentrated on pages 197 and 198, that now, when any- 
one says "Raymond" to me, І at once beg, as a personal 
favour, that there will be no mention made of “cigars and 
whisky-sodas ! ” 

We should have been glad had Sir Oliver Lodge given us 
more non-evidential matter, for we much need some convenient 
means of rebutting the charge that there is little spirituality in 
Spiritualism. In the current number of the “ Hibbert Journal” 
an impartial reviewer of Sir William Barrett’s “ On the Thres- 
hold of the Unseen,” writes: Of anything like a new spiritual 
wisdom there is never a trace”; and proceeds to state that 
Spiritualism has entirely failed to give us “a ray of divine 
light,” an “ethic based on a wider and profounder vision,” or 
even a momentary sense of "communion with a love and a 
wisdom loftier than those of earth." We Spiritualists know 
these statements to be absolutely untrue ; we learn much which 
is neither “cheap nor vulgar" about the conditions of the 
other life, and which does not emanate from the religiosity of 
the medium.” Through many controls comes most uplifting 
moral teaching, spiritual wisdom that is new and inspiring. 

I write in the hope that a little volume might be compiled 
with penetrative extracts from such books аз Speaking Across 
the Borderline,” Stainton Moses’ " Spirit Teachings,” " After 
Death,” by Julia: “A Wanderer іп Spirit-Lands, Ke. This 
would supply a felt want, and help us, who have our cause at 
heart, to silence those who argue that, even if messages can 
come from the other side, they contain nothing of value, and 
demonstrate that modern Spiritualism is supported by a litera- 
ture elevated, original and intellectual in tone and tendency. 


THE PETERS TESTIMONIAL FUND. 

Mr. H. Withall is happy to acknowledge the following 
additional subscription towards the proposed testimonial to 
Mr, Alfred Vout Peters : 

Mrs. Rashleigh te é : б 0 5 0 


Ir is said that the difference of the real and the spiritual to 
us is one of time. I say it is one of perception only; so it 
cannot depend on bodily death, which is an affair of time, but 
must depend on some change in us not material. We being 
the same must still be bodily; death is only a change, not a 
ceasing of the bodily conditions. The material can cease to us 
only by a change in us which is not material. What a strange 
misconception to think that by a change merely material (such 
as we know death is) we can be delivered from matter! It 
needs a change much greater, deeper, truer than this to set us 
free from matter.— James Hinron’s MS. 

Qurstions WitHour Trovert.—The sceptics’ questions 
have been so long utilised that they are universally familiar, 
viz.: Why do these phenomena occur in the dark? Why don't 
they occur in a well-lighted room, or in daylight, anywhere, at 
any time, whether there is a medium or not? The inference 
sought to be established is that darkness is preferred to enable 
deception to be praetised. Well and profitably might the 
sceptical questioners take time to reflect, to ascertain whether 
it may not be, and probably is, a fact that darkness contributes 
most advantageously to conditions favouring the operation 
of natural laws ; and that this is almost, if not quite, universally 
true in Nature, With a multiplicity of human experiences in 
the darkness and in the light, with every known precaution 
against fraud, by the clear-headed, cautious, intelligent investi- 
gasors, to prevent fraud, to discover truth, the most wonderful 
phenomena continue to be recorded from time to time; and 
still the sceptic inquires; “ Why can't these phenomena bo pro- 
duced without the presence of a medium ?" Our answer is, 
for the same reason that electricity cannot be utilised without 
suitable conditions and a medium; or the heat and light from 
the sun cannot be received and appropriated by our earth except 
there be essential conditions and a medium of communication; 
or the daily events of the civilised world cannot be collated and 
spread before our eyes in the daily newspaper without a variety 
of essential conditions, and a medium—the printing press. 
From " Dawn of the Awakened Mind," by Dx. Jony S. Kina, 
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SITTINGS WITH MRS. ROBERTS JOHNSON. 


“ Medicus," a Birmingham correspondent, whose profession 


is indicated by his nom de plume, sends the following : 


I have been greatly interested in reading the experiences of 
somo of those fortunate enough to get remarkable evidences of 
survival of those “ passed on," and [should like to make public 
some personal experiences of my sittings with that truly 
wonderful medium for the direct voice, Mrs. Roberts Johnson, 

I have been present at a score or more séances, and only on 
three occasions have there been poor results and never was 
there an absolute failure. Flowers and “mascots” have been 
given to sitters, and relatives and friends (many long passed 
over and, indeed, forgotten) have spoken and brought them- 
selyes to recollection by most convincing statements, often of a 
very intimate nature. 

Here are a few of the remarkable incidents which occurred ; 
A voice gave the name J—-— A . The speaker was quite 
unknown to any of the sitters, but he said, " Send word to my 
mother and tell her I have been here, Shelives at ——. I was 
in the S.A.R. and was killed in Africa.” The night following 
the same voice came through and asked, Have you done it ? 
Has anyone done it?” Тһе following day one of the sitters 
wrote to the name at the address given, simply asking verifica- 
tion, and after a time a reply was received stating that tho 
particulars given were quite correct, 

At another sitting, a lady present (an Army matron) was 


addressed by a spirit giving the name T—— s, which was not 
recognised, The voice then said, "I was under your care 
whilst you were a nurse in hospital at E——, and at the time 


I was in very great trouble, You were very good to me, and 
the boys and myself are looking after you. After leaving the 
hospital I sent you a prayer-book and Bible from Egypt." The 
matron at once recognised the identity of the spirit, and the 
statement was quite true. It was eighteen years since the 
events alluded to occurred. 

At still another sitting a voice said, “ I am M——.” The 
name being very indistinct the speaker was asked if it was 
“Mary.” The spirit seemed to become very excited at such a 
suggestion and banged the trumpet furiously on the floor, 
exclaiming, "No, M !" He told us he was taken prisoner 
at Vimy Ridge, and was an officer in the C.L.H. 

The curious part of this is that a son of mine who was 
present at the sitting, being home on leave from France, said 
this was his oflicer who was missing after the Vimy Ridge 
charge, and nothing had been heard from him. The next 
morning, whilst looking over the “Times” casualty list, we 
found amongst the names " Lieutenant M , died a prisoner 
in the hands of the Germans.” 

These three incidents are surely proof of survival and 
communication. 

At Мга, Johnson's séances we have had singing by different 
spirits—my son in spirit life who, when here, had a fine voice, 
joining in many of our songs and, as tests, singing various 
exercises known to myself alone and completing pieces which 
could not have been known to anyone else present. On one 
occasion one of the sitters joined her brother (passed over) in 
a French duet. 

At all séances violent vibrations of the floor have been felt, 
there has been whistling and humming, and the drumming of 
the military tatto in the trumpet, accompanied by the distinct 
marching of many feet, felt and heard by all present; 
peculiar sounds of a carpenter at his work, and many other 
extraordinary things have occurred. > 

Most sittors have been touched by the trumpet, and on 
many occasions it has " embraced " sitters by going round and 
round their necks, and then touched their faces, the sound of 
kissing being distinctly heard by all. 

Wo have received great comfort from our communications 
with those who have “crossed the border.” From being a 
doubter of these spiritual truths I now лош that I have talked 
with and heard the voices of some of my departed friends. 


Tig WII AND THE Unnau. In connection with a will case 
in the; Scottish Court at Edinburgh, which was partly heard 
on the 24th ult, but not concluded, one of the sons of the 
testator stated that his father appeared to him in a dream and 
indicated that there was something in the pocket of his clothes, 
Those were searched, with the result, according to the witness, 
that tho present will was discovered. The counsel for the 
defence quoted passages from the Book of Daniel, explaining, 
however, that he did so to distinguish the son's vision from 
n supernatural visitation and place it in the category of ordinary 
dreams, ‘Tho plaintiff's counsel, on tho other hand, denounced 
the whole story as incredible and of the nature of а dramatic 


hoax, 


БӘ GET. 


November 9, 1917 


FROM A SOLDIER'S NOTE-BOOK. 


Wo welcome another long and цоввіру article from oy 
former contributor " M. E.," engineer and sapper at the Fron 
where his services under circumstances of great peril and dif 


culty have won for him the coveted distinction of 0,8,0 


A great storm has just blown itself out, the sky has clean 
and the sun shines once more; but there is a strong toud 
autumn in the air, although it is still August, 
hours it blew half a hurricane and rained in torrents, whid 
For it must be remember 


For cightem 


made one feel a bit depressed. 
that the weather is everything to us out here, especially is 
——, where a few spots of rain turn hard, dry ground into slip 
регу and slimy mud. Everyone at home has read of this mod 
but it must be experienced to be understood: it is a horror an 
a nightmare to those who are compelled to endure it in th 
trenches, and I could fill pages with descriptions of its unpla. 
sant effects; but that is not what I started to write about 
During the early days of the war each newspaper had itsom 
military “expert,” who used to write columns regarding th 
situation and foretelling what sort of a phase was created by 
the events taking place on the front. Some of these ` militar 
experts" were pretty well paid for their prophecies, but by 
degrees it dawned upon the general public that they knew abs- 
lutely nothing about their subject, and gradually they сеш 
to exist so far as newspapers were concerned, The war luta 
too long for them ; they were all " found out." 

Of recent months another "expert" has come before th 
public, namely, the “expert” at exposing the “hollow fraud 
called Spiritualism. Once upon a time I almost became guilty 
of being one of these experts“ myself—mind I sy 
* almost "—but that was when Т was a follower of Mr. Clodi 
and a member of the Rationalist Press Association and Ко 
absolutely nothing about Spiritualism. Curiously enough,it vu 
through closely studying the literature published by that as 
ciation that I turned my attention to the continuance of lif 
after death. The grand total or sum of thought produced o 
my mind by their publications was that destruction was impu 
sible, that existence never ended and only change took place 
That seemed quite reasonable and I felt in entire agreement, 
but their teaching stopped there. Now I knew that I pos 
sessed a life within me, and was it unreasonable if I applisl 
the same conclusions and argued that my life was indestme 
tible? As a matter of fact, that was the sign-post which 
pointed the road I followed on my journey in search of 
truth, and readers of Liaur will not be surprised when I sy 
that the knowledge of Spiritualism which I have since дашы] 
is now the governing influence of my life. Death has no terror 
for me, for whilst it is a pleasure to live here and do one’ 
little best it is also a pleasure to look forward to the fuller lift 
which I know the next state offers, for I have learned and 
proved to my own satisfaction that life is not disintegrated to 
nothingness by the falling away of the physical husk; it is only 
changed. I do not think I could have written thus had I not 
been taking part in this great war and on more than one occasion 
found “ Death” staring me in the face. As а child I used to try 
to picture this grim monster called Death. He first camo my 
way when he took from me a little companion and sister, anl 
the horror of such a monster haunted me for a long time-it 
takes a long time to grow out of child impressions, if one eye 
does do so, and this impression never entirely left me until | 
learned the truth which Spiritualism has to teach, ‘There am 
those who look upon Spiritualism as a religion, Personally, | 
cannot so regard it, I may be wrong, but I think all religions 
are based on the same foundation, namely, the worship of the 
great fundamental Power which is the source of all life and 
matter and movement. I know that there is such a Power, 
and the more I contemplate it the more awe-inspiring it 
becomes far beyond the comprehension of my finite mind- 
and there I feel I nm forced to leave it. 

But though I realise that my intelligence is limited toa 
certain radius, I cannot вее why I should not make the utmost 
search within the scope of my limitation, and I do во on overy 
available opportunity. There are those who teach certain 
religions who say it is wicked to investigate the occult, but I 
cannot find my conscience smite me for doing so, and, after 
all, one's conscience is the safest moral guide, 


( То be continued.) 


Karen is a living and therefore a dying thing, It is not a 
stone eut to shape, insoluble, imperishablo, and holding its 
тоша ger it is indigestible. It must grow and develop or 
disappear; and ita grow 7 1 i i 
ме Moon МУШ must be by the accretion of kindred 


Man, the Microcosm.” 
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Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week. 


TUESDAY, November 13th, at 3 p.m.— 
For Members ONLY. 
Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions. 


No admission alter 3 o'clock. 


THURSDAY, November 15th—- 


For Members and Associates only 


At4 p.m.— Meeting for Devotional Contemplation. 
Members and Associates Free; Visitors, 18. 
Мо p.m.— ^5 . MR. W. J. Vanstone 


Lecture on ** The Carmelites and the Spanish Mysteries.” 


MHURSDAY, November 15th, at 7.30 p.m.— 
* Admission 1s 


Members and Associates Free by Ticket 
Address at British Artist? Galleries, Suffolk St., Pall Mall, S. W. 
Rev. W. F. Conn, D.D. 


FRIDAY, November 16th, at 3 50 p. m. — 
Members and Associates Frei 
Talks with Spirit Control 


; Visitors, Is. 
Mns. М, Н. WALLIS. 
The subscriptions of new Members 


October Ist will be take 
whole of 1918, 


and Associates clected alter 
as for the remainder of the present year and the 


Subscription to December 31st, 1918, 


MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES, Half-a-Guine 


= 


For further particulars regarding the work of the Alliance apply to 
the Scoretary. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 


STEINWAY HALL, 
Lower Seymour Street, Portman Square, W. f. 


SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, at 
No Admission after 6.40 p.m 

MRS. MARY DAVIES. 
November 18th.—Mr. Ernest Hunt. 

Welcome to all. Admission 


Steinway Hall is within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge’s, Oxford St., 
and five minutes from Bond Street and Marble 


6.30 p. u. 


Free. Collection. 


Arch Tube Stations. 
Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association. 
WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 


Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 


SUNDAY NEXT, NOVEMBER 11тн, 
Evening, 6.50, Service ... .. MISS VIOLET BURTON. 
WEDNESDAYS.— Healing, 5 to 5, Mr. W. S. Hendry. From 5 to 
6, Mr, Richard A, Bush attends to give information about the 
subject of Spiritualism, Enquirers welcomed, Wednesday, 7.30. 
Meeting for Members only. 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Myaticiam), 


The London Academy of Musio, 


22, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W. 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11rg, 


Abt lla.m, TOES b Mus. Faine rover міти, 
t‘ Spiritual Guidance.” 
Moa e ».. Mrs, Farro.ouaa Smith, 
“Thoughts are Thinga,” 
Healing Service after the Evening Meeting. 
Every Wednesday, at 330 and 
FamoLovon Sura at 30, Y 


At 6.30 p.m. 


730 p.m., Lectures by Mrs. 
ork Street, Baker Streets, W. 


| 
| 
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November 11th, at 7 p m. 
November 18th, at 7 p m 


November 25th 


Price TwoPENCE, 
Per post, 10s. 10d. per annum. 


QUEEN'S HALL (SMALL), 
Langham Place, W. 


(SOLE Lessees: Messrs. CHAPPELL AND Co., Lro.) 


SUNDAY LECTURES 


ON 


THEOSOPHY. 


* SCIENTIFIC 
Mns. DoRoTHY GRENSIDE. 
“THE MASTERS 
Raxsom, R. F. C. 
„at 7 pm. THE DAWN OF THE NEW AGE. 
Miss B. De NORMANN. 


PRAYER." 
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Further particulars may be obtained from the Organising 
Secretary, 19, Tavistock Square, W.C. 1 


ADMISSION FREE. 


IS SPIRITUALISM OF THE DEVIL? 
By the Rev. F. FIELDING-OULD, M.A. 
(Vicar of Christ Church, Albany St., N. W.). 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 


With an Introduction by 


Price 24d. post free, or 2/3 per dozen. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110. ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2. 
OUR LIVING DEAD. 
Some Talks with Unknown Friends. 

By E. KATHARINE BATES. 
With a Preface by General Sir Alfred E. Turner, KC B, R.A, 
Cloth, 160 pages, 2,9 net post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, MARTIN’S LANE, W. C. 2 


110, ST. 


GLEANINGS FROM MAETERLINCK. 
By Alexander Teixeira de Mattos. 

Some of the € beautiful of the thoughts of the 

on Life, Death, and Immortality, trans- 

lated into English hardly less musical than the original. 


gravest ind mo 
great Belgian writer 


Cloth, 253 pages, 1/6 net, post free. 
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At 5.30 p.m. „DR. W. J. VANSTUNE. 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER lirH, AT 7.30 P.M., 
MRS. MARY DAVIES. 


Noto alteration of time on Sunday evenings. 


W. T. STEAD BORDERLAND LIBRARY & BUREAU, 


71, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row, W.C. 1, 
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77, NEW OXFORD STREET, W. 
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BRAIN FAG — MENTAL PROSTRATION 
ARE SPEEDILY CURED BY THE VITIC ROD. 


investigation of spiritual phenomena the strain 
and fatigue to which the nervous system is subjected can be at once 
remedied by use of the VITIC ROD. Neither medium nor sitter 
should be without one. 


In connection with the 


What alcohol does temporanty and wl) 
mincheevoun, fer effects the Wii Rod dose 
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PERSONAL MAGNETISM AND WILL POWER. 
TABLE RAPPING AND AUTOMATIC WRITING. 
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A. VERNER, 15, Vernon Street, BOLTON, ENGLAND. 
LECTURES 
AT 
155, BROMPTON ROAD, S.W., 
ON 


"MAN'S PROCRESS THROUGH THE ACES.” 
FRIDAYS AT 3.30 P.M 
9tli.—'' Early Forms of Man." Miss BOTHWELL-GOSSE* 
16th.—“ Occult Science and the Evolution of Man." THOMAS SMITH. 


Nov, 


AND ON 


"THE GREAT TEACHERS OF HUMANITY." 
TUESDAYS AT 8 P.M 
Nov, 13th, —" The Great Teachers ої China.“ 
20th.—** The Master Jesus." өөө da 
ADMISSION FREE. 


THE SPIRITUALIST EDUCATION COUNCIL. 


Third Course of Lectures and Classes. 
77, NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.C. 


Wednesday, November 21st— 
W. J. Vanstone, D. Ph. 
Wednesday, November 28th, and December 5th— 
Erus T. Power, D.Sc, LL.B 


Mus. INA MOLL. 
W. C. WORSDELL. 


Developing Classes, 6.30; Lecture, 7.45; Psycho-Therapeutic 
Class, Friday, 7 p.m. (course tickets only). 

Courte tickets (12 lectures &oc.), 78. (d. Term tickets (4 lectures, 

&о), 3s. Single lectu-es, 1з. At door, or from Hon. Sec., Horace Leaf, 

11, Westbourne Gardens, Bayswater, Londoo, W. 2. 


THE LIFE ELYSIAN. 


Being more Leaves from the Autobiography 
of a Soul in Paradise. 


Recorded for the Author by ROBERT JAMES LEES. 


“There is no death, what seems во is transition, 
'This life of mortal breath 
Is but a suburb of the Life Elyeian, 
Whose portal we call Death.“ — LONGFELLOW. 


Handsome Binding, cloth, blue and gold, 335 pages, 
3/11 net post free. 


"OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 2. 
Prycho-Therapeutic Society, Ltd., 26, Red Lion- 


square, London, W. O. 1 (nearest Tube Station, Holborn). Free 
Healing Mondays and pall 2 to b p.m.; Wednesdays, 5 to 8 p.m. 
Special Dingnosis, Fridays, by appointment (small fee ace g ding to 
means), In 1916 nearly 2,000 treatments were given with excellent 
resulta. Donations earnestly solicited, and membership (£1 1s. per 
annum) invited, entitling free admission to lectures and use» f large 
library. Soldiers specially invited. Apply Hon. Sec. ы 
uija Boards and Crystals are not obtainable 

^ until after the war, the makers being now on war work, ** Spirit 
Identity," Spirit Teachings,” and ‘* Wallis’s Guide to Mediumship 

are at present out of print. 
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This Alliance has been formed for the purpose of affording inform, 
tion to persons interested in Psychical or Spiritualiscic Phenomens, by 
means of lectures and meetings for inquiry and psychical research, 

Social Gatherings are also held from time to time. Two tick 
of admission to the lectures held in the Salon of the Royal Society d 
British Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, are sent to every Member, 
and one to every Associate. Members are admitted free to the Tus 
day afternoon seances for illustrations of clairvoyance, and both Mes, 
bers and Associates are admitted free to the Friday afternoon mes 
ings for Talks with a Spirit Control,“ and to the meetings д 
Thursday, all of which are held at the rooms occupied at the abon 
address. 

Rooms are occupied at the above address, where Members aj 
Associates can meet and attend seances for the study of psychic p» 
nomena, and classes for psychical self-culture, free and otherwise, notis 
of which is given from time to time in Ілонт, and where they cy 
read the special journals and use the library of works on Psychical ani 
Occult Science. The reading-room is open daily to Members and Ass. 
ciates from 10 to 6 (Saturdays excepted). 

A Circulating Library, consisting of nearly three thousand work: 
devoted to all phases of Spiritual E Psychical Research, Science, and 
Philosophy, is at the disposal of all Members and Associates of th 
Alliance. Membersareentitled to three books at a time, Associate 
one. Members who reside outside the London postal area can han 
books sent to them free of charge, but must return them carriage paid, 

The subscription of Members is fixed at а minimum rate of om 
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wishing to obtain books from the Library without joining the Allians 
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1 will be gladly afforded by the Secretary, at the Room, 
110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 

*.* Subscriptions should be made payable to the Hon. Treasurer, 
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3 Nov. 13rH.—The Physical Etheric Body 

pl E. L. Gardner, Esq., F.T.S. 
AFT Nov. 27rH.—Is Communication Possible with Those 
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Sec., Mrs. R. G. Cather, 26, Priory-road, N. W. 6. 
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minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes St. Pancras and King’s Cross); 
central for all parts; perfect sanitation. Terms: 4s, Bed and Break 
fast; no charge for attendance. Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley 
Watts, Prcprietress. 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


The story of what the “Star” describes as “ ghost 
flowers” on a grave in the Protestant cemetery at Rome, 
to which we referred last week, first appeared in the 
"Spectator" on June 7th, 1913. It was related by the 
Rev. J. C. Winslow, of St. Augustine's College, Canter- 
bury, as a personal experience, Не and his sister, while 
walking in the cemetery, came upon a grave thickly 
covered with violet leaves. As they stood over it they 
both noticed a delicious smell of violets, and looking down 
they saw the flowers peeping out here and there deep down 
amongst the leaves. The next moment, however, they 
"noticed that there were no violets actually tangible, for as 
soon as one tried to fix one's gaze on one it had vanished 
and was seen to be like an optical illusion." These 
phantom violets kept appearing and disappearing in all 
parts of the grave for the space of three or four minutes 
after the beholders had grown quite critical about them“ 
and the odour of the flowers persisted for the same period. 
They had "the exact appearance of the ordinary English 
Violets although of course shadowy and fleeting.” We 
noticed the story first in LranT of June 14th, 1913. 


There is something very charming about this episode 
of the "phantom violets,” it a 
fairly substantial illusion, for there were two observers, 
and the spectacle, as well as the scent, of the flowers 
persisted even after they had become critically inquisi- 
tive about it. The 
similar examples, in 


and must have been 


tale could be matched by several 
psychical experience. Somehow 
these are not the things which arouse the ire and contempt 
of the educated critic. Ile isa little indulgent to them: 
they belong to the poetry of life. The matters which 
imitate him in psychic experience are those which he 
regards as commonplace and trivial, and which, on that 
ground alone apparently, are waved out of existence with 
a Podsnapian gesture. Well, one has a respect for these 
wsthetic prejudices. We want all that relates to the un- 
seen world to be dignified and beautiful, but why should 
we expect that a matter which relates so closely to human 
life and its activities shall be so independent of them as to 
escape any of their results? ‘That expectation seems to be 
an aftermath of the hoary heresy which taught that con- 
Sequences could be miraculously evaded by an act of faith. 
It is a lesson that has to be unlearned with much travail 
of soul, 
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WAT DO p MAKE MANIFEST 18 LIGET,” — Paul. 


Current Opinion“ (New Vork), discussing Herbert 
Spencer as a fallen idol" (and it is, of course, true that 
as a philosopher he is regarded nowadays as rather out of 
l his 


— Sympathy,” he 


date"), refers to the fact that Spencer abandon: 
aggressive agnosticism as he grew older. 


said, ‘commands silence towards all those who, suffering 


under the ills of life, derive comfort from their creed.” То 
quote from our New York contemporary 
Perhaps the reversal of opinion on the part of Spencer 


most disturbing for his disciples was that expressed in the last 
chapter of“ Facts and Comments.” In it he wrote: Could we 
penetrate the mysteries of existence, there would remain still 
more transcendent mysteries.” Space eternal, self-existent, 
uncreated, infinite in duration and extension, assumptions 
required by Spencer's previous mode of thinking, now seemed 
to him staggering. The last sentence of his book was: Of 
late years the consciousness that without origin or 
infinite space has ever existed and must ever exist produces in 
me a feeling from which I shrink.” 


cause 


It is pathetic to recall these great glimpses which came 


to Herbert Spencer in later life, too late to infuse vitality 


and generative quality into his system of thought. And 
yet his work was great and massive in itself. It has 
helped forward the march of Intelligence. If he lacked 


the deeper vision it was doubtless because for the particular 
work he had to do he was better without it. 
* * 


* * 


Under the title of The Elements of Theology " 


translation of a work by Proclus, the Platonist, has been 


а 


issued by the translator, Mr. A. C. Ionides. It is obviously 
a study for the few to whom the deeper—one might almost 
say the mystic—side of mathematics has an attraction. 
Mr. [onides has done his work carefully and furnished 
another demonstration of the pure quality of reason in the 
mind of the old Greek philosopher. Proclus discourses of 
unity and plurality, recognising that one is the first of 
every series and the last of every synthesis. He finds, too, 
that every plurality in some manner partakes of the quality 
of unity, and again that all plurality consists either of 
things that are united or of units.” Prom considerations 
of Unity and Plurality, Proclus proceeds to develop the 
idea that the One and the Good are identical—the Good is 
identical with This is a deeper aspect of the 
idea involved in the evil of ^ scattered and separated!“ 
things : 


Oneness. 


" the Good fashions into one and comprehends in 
unity those amongst whom it is present." We are reminded 
here of Emerson's " resolution of all into the Ever-blessed 
One." Proclus’ sayings are deep, more to be apprehended 
by the spirit than by the intellect. "То the illuminated 
mind the teaching will come charged with truth and signifi 

cance, and as a demonstration of divine meanings in 
science which few connect with divinity. The book is pub- 
lished by Mr. A. С. Tonides at 34, Porchester-terrace, 
London, W. (15s. 6d. net, post free), 


I verrty believe that if an angel should come to chant the 
chorus of the moral law he would eat too much gingerbread or 


take liberties with private letters or do some 


е І precious atrocity. 
— EMERSON. 
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FURTHER EXPERIMENTS AT THE 


GOLIGHER CIRCLE. 
Tur Рѕусніс MECHANISM EMPLOYED WHEN THR МЕРОМ 
з 
AND THE CHAIR ON WHICH Sug is SITTING ARE BODILY 
MOVED ABOUT THE FLOOR OF THR Ѕвахов Room 


By W. J. Crawrorp, D.Se. 


Some readers may remember that I propounded the problem 
several months ago in Liaur as to the method 


u 


employed by the 


| sliding the medium and the 


ıt the Gol 


chair on which she is sitting about the floor of the room 1 


asked for an indication likely to lead to a solution of the 


mystery, but none reached me, and I am not surprised [ was 
never able myself to form a satisfactory conception as to how 
the thing was done. 

Tlie solution of this problem, in addition to the know ledge 
of psychic things which it gives us, throws some light on what 
the operators are able to tell ns concerning the modus op randi 
of their phenomena. For this is one of the few cases in which 
they have informed me /eforehand of certain definite facts. 
Their statement was a little vague, but was correct in its main 
points, as I will show later. 

The following is the explanation of the operators, obtained 
from them after a deal of questioning and cross-examination : 
The medium is sitting on her chair. From each of her ankles 
there issues a psychic rod which inclines downwards gradually 
to the floor within the circle. It grips the floor at the place of 
contact. Out of this inclined rod there issues a branch rod or 
arm which pushes backwards on a front leg of the medium’s 
chair. There are two inclined rods—one from each ankle of 
the medium—and therefore two projecting arms which together 
exert sufficient force on the front legs of the chair to push it 
bodily along the floor. 

The Evperiment.—I obtained four little metal gliders, and 
hammered them into the feet of the medium's chair, so that it 
could slide more easily and uniformly along the floor than was 
the case without them. The only other apparatus was a piece 
of fairly stiff pasteboard about twelve inches long by eight 
I informed the operators that I would first see 
if there was any downward force on the floor in front of the 


inches wide 


medium while the medium and her chair were being moved 
backwards, Accordingly I placed the piece of pasteboard flat 
on the floor beneath the table (which was standing within the 
circle), holding the end of it remote from the medium in my 
fingers. I could thus easily tell if any downward force was 
being exerted on the pasteboard by the diffionlty I would 
experience in endeavouring to lift it from the floor. I asked 
the operators to proceed with the test. 

Nothing happened for a considerable time, and I was begin- 
ning to think that the explanation of the operators was in- 
correct when they informed me, by raps, that an aura from my 
hand, holding the end of the pasteboard, was interfering with 
the phenomenon, On asking if I should put on gloves, they 
answered in the affirmative, and I accordingly did so. In a 
short time the chair and medium began to slide slowly back- 
wards along the floor. 

During the whole pertod of the movement there was a great 
downward force on the pasteboard—so great, in fact, that I was 
quite unable to raise it from the floor, althongh I tried my 
hardest. I carried out the experiment again with a like result. 
The medium's chair slid back altogether a foot or so, but the 
location of the downward force did not seem to change, ie., to 
recede with the chair, It thus appeared that the first part of 
the operators’ statement that a rod issuing from the medium 
inclines downwards to the floor in front of her, where it presses 
on and grips the floor strongly, has some basis in fact. 

I then went over beside the medium and placed the piece 
of pasteboard vertically against one of the front legs of her 
chair, resting the lower edge on the floor, While the medium 
and her chair were being slowly moved backwards along the 
floor 1 found that there was a great horizontal force exerted 
on the pasteboard and through the pasteboard on to the leg of 


the chair, So great was the force that, while it was being 
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orte I was quite unable, ао 1 tried sovoral i 
emove tl pasteboard from it position against the | 
rhe force appeared to erted horizontally on ү 
leg quite low down—not more than an inch or two above |) 
floor It thus seemed that the second part of the operator 


statement, that pressure is exerted directly on the front le 
of the chair, is correct 

I next placed the medium's chair on the top of а drawing 
board resting on the platform of a weighing machine. Afte 
some futile attempts the operators succeeded in sliding machin 


board, chair and medium quite easily along the floor, Th 


motion at my request was made slow and prolonged 


READINGS 


Initial weight of medium chair board = 9st. 7 
Weight of medium chair board while the machin 
was being fairly steadily moved along the floor Gst. 10, 


Decrease in weight of medium 44]Ь, 

The pushing force was exerted on the chair and not ont) 
front of the weighing machine because the chair was seven 
times pushed off the platform during the preliminary attempt 
and on the successful occasions it always moved back of its 
until it was against the backrail of the machine. 

Fig. 1 indicates what I consider a provisional deduction 


from the above facts. 


Chair 
—— 


D R 


Floor level 


tis a straight psychic rod which grips firmly the floor at K an 
pushes directly on the chair leg at D. The rod is “fed” atl 
by a “feeder” proceeding from the ankle A of the medium, 
It is pretty obvious that the inclined rod R grips the flot 
at K,and does not merely rest upon it, for in the latter case il 
would inevitably be pushed along the floor while pressure war 


exerted on the chair leg. I have stated that the ‘downwarl 


force was so great on the pasteboard when it was on the floor 
at K that I could not raise it the merest fraction of an ind 
from the floor: and further, the force seemed to be exerted st 
the far end of the pasteboard (with reference to my position) 
ie, the psychie rod was evidently not only pressing on the 
pasteboard, but was gripping the floor round about the edge ol 
it as well. 

The fact that the inclined rod at its floor end actually gripi 
and does not merely rest on the floor was audibly demonstrate! 
Several times during the preliminary attempts to move the 
weighing machine and medium, the end at K was evidently 
torn from its hold on the floor, for a sharp, shuffling noise wa 
heard on two occasions resembling the noise likely to (ж 
made by the forcible pulling from its grip of a plastic gripping 


material. And this oceurred at moments when I was just ex 


pecting the machine to move. 
I will deal further with the problem in a second article, 


Tug Husk Funp.—Mrs. Etta Duffus, of  Penniwells 
Elstree, Herts, acknowledges with thanks the following sub 
scriptions: Mrs. F. W. Watson, 10s, ; Mrs. Chubb, 3s. 

Tus Christian Commonwealth " for the 31st ult. contains s 
portrait of and interview with Mr. George Russell (А, EJ), 
the Irish poet and philosopher, in which reference is made t 
the “Celtic Renaissance” as having been started by Lady 
Gregory, Mr. W. B. Yeats, Katharine Tynan and Mr. Russell 
himself. Mr. Padraic Colum, of whom mention is also made 
must have been a little surprised at finding himself set down as 
two persons, Le," Padraic, Colin." There is a short account 
er of alt A. Conan Doyle's address at Suffolk-street, in which 
3 ing TE is made, He (Sir A. Conan Doyle 
looked upon Spiritu ilism as the greatest nonsense,’ 

had " after “he” 


The worl 
is needed to make the sentence accurate 


| 
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LATER 


THE ESOP. 


А Елвин FOR THE Timi 


Ata time when the altar-fires burned low, and the Oracles 
ge no more in the groves, word eame that the Gode had sent 
joir messengers to the Isle of Chios (then known as /Ethalia) 
иф that new Temples had been erected, the Gods speaking onte 
gore through the mouths of Sibyls and Prophets, And many 
pho journeyed to the Isle to behold these things brought back 
ule both false and true. But the Sophists (who were against 
1000018), disdaining to inquire into the matter, made а mock 
Папай as it increased in strength, sought to restrain the 
livers by fines and imprisonment. Moreover, the priests of 
jhe older temples joined in the outcry, egging on the archons or 
magistrates, and applauding the of the Sophiste, 
Whereat the Sophists laughed consumedly amongst them- 
elves, and bade the priests " keep the ball rolling," since 
superstition (they said) was man's worst enemy. But soon it 
кїшө clear that the followers of the priests were confused 
shout the matter, for in the agora and other publie places the 
Gols became a scoff. And one would say:“ He hath seen а 
God, ba, ha!” and another, This fellow be weak in his intel- 
jects: he believeth in Gods." 

Now this was not exactly what the priests desired. So 
they proclaimed to the multitude that there were Gods 
mi Gods, The ancient Gods were the only true ones and those 
of Æthalia monstrous superstitions. 


sayings 


Furthermore that they 


| ine were true priests, the priests of the Isle being impostors 


ind their followers rogues and vagabonds where they were not 
merely deluded, ‘Thereupon a rough tellow in the crowd cried 
out that for his part he thought they were all much of « muchness, 
which became a saying in Athens when any philosopher tried to 
slow that he and his philosophy were in some way essentially 
diferent from other men and other philosophies. Then the 
pests became troubled in their minds, for (said they)“ We 
cannot destroy the Gods of Athalia without injuring our own. 
These Sophists have played a game on us!" And some of 
them journeyed to ZEthalia. But those who remained behind 
strove alternately to retain their hold on their followers, and 
itthe same time to “keep in with” the Sophists, until by the 
Wear and tear of their minds they were like to have lost their 
reason. At last the people, growing weary, cried out both on 
the priests and the Sophists, saying, “A plague on both your 
Houses!” Morar: When your own lamp has gone out it is 
dangerous to try and extinguish the lamps of others. 
p. G. 


SPIRITUALISM IN THE PRESS. 
In the “Sunday Times" of the 4th inst. the Right Rev 
Bishop Welldon writes generally in support of the idea of com- 


munication with spirits :— 


Spiritualism, however subject it may be to delusion, how- 
ever liable to error, is the eternal fact of human nature; and 
they are the truest as they are the humblest votaries of God, 
who will not and cannot believe that He has yet spoken His last 
word of revelation. 


In the correspondence on the subject in the same journal 
is a letter from Mr. Hubert Wales, who, at the risk of being 
considered eccentric, boldly avows that he has long had the ex- 
perience of hearing voices and of carrying on conversations 
“and sometimes rather acrimonious arguments with invisible 
beings.” ‘These experiences, he says, have not convinced him 
of personal survival of death, but they have led him to attach 
importance to that hypothesis. 


Spmuirvat ÉvoLUTION.—We may conceive, then, that sur- 
viving human beings who communicate with us are still within 
the domain of God's normal or immanent consciousness, though 
even in that there will be many grades; and that eventually 
those souls, with our own and the values of the whole temporal 
order, may be sublimed into that transcendent portion which 
is beyond our comprehension," Paychical Investigations,” by 
1. Аптноп Hier, 
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FROM А SOLDIER'S NOTE-BOOK. 


‘Continued from page ) 


Here on this line of continuous battle it is difficult to con- 
tinue research into these matters ; but there is nothing to hinder 
me relying on the truths I have already learned, and I do so 
to the full, If anyone should happen to read this who has 
started to follow the path indicated by the ignpost | have ro- 
ferred to, let him not fail to follow it пр with a serious and 
sympathetic belief, and he will marvel at the results, A few 
years ago it became borne in on my mind that there is a sacred 
attachment between upy physical bodies and 
those of our comrades who no longer inhabit this “muddy 
vesture of decay,” but have gone to live in that wider, freer 
world, and that the more confidence we place in their friend- 
ship and power, the more are they able to exert that power in out 
behalf, In the course of a long and painstaking search I have 
come to know some of my friends in the spirit world; I have 
met them, seen them, and spoken to them sufficiently to claim 
them as personal living friends, much stronger and more alive 
than myself and endowed with powers drawn from that infinite 
Source of strength which is a sealed book to our finite minds 
We all have such friends, and they are ever ready to prove th 


us who still oc 


sincerity of their friendship by helping us in our time of need, 
but they can only do so when between us and them there is a 
bond of implicit faith. I have lived out here for nearly three 
years— practically the whole time within range of the enemy's 
shells and a goodly proportion of it in the front-line trenche 
I have shared to the full in the dangers which these situations 
have to offer, but up to the present I enjoy good health and a 
whole skin 

A friend of mine at home and one of the foremost Spirit- 
ualists in England said that he thought I bore a charmed 
life," and I believe it was his remark that has caused me to 
review my war experiences and really decide whether my 
" good luck" was due to chance or design. I have come to 
the that it is that I do not bear a 
* charmed life” in the ordinary acceptation of the phrase, but 
that my spirit friends have exerted their influence and strength 
to preserve me from injury. I have not arrived at this conclu- 
sion hastily, but after much experience and thought. The wat 
is not yet over and I am still at the front, and whether that 
preservation will continue I do not know nor do I seek to 
know, for that is a matter of the future, and the future is, and 
ought to be, a sealed book to all. Up to the present my spirit 
friends have assured me either by strong impression or a direct 
message given to a " sensitive" friend of mine and sent to me in 
writing, that they would see me safely through. It is impossible 
to say how greatly this knowledge has comforted and cheered 
me at times when I might have felt the last hope gone. 
times it has been a dream of surprise, and I doubt in some cases 
whether the ordinary man would believe what dangers I have 
escaped, and he wonld have had to have passed through some 
of the grinding phases of this war to realise what these dangers 
often are. I take no credit for it. What I wish to make clear 
is the fact that my spirit friends exist, and that the knowledge 
of this truth has enabled me to have 
is they who say that the faith 
they can help. 


conclusion design,“ 


Some- 


strong faith in them, and it 
is the " strong line" by which 
It is notto be imagined that I abandon the use 
of my own intelligence altogether, and, » to speak, allow 
myself to be conducted blindly through any trying situation, 
Common sense impels me to take every reasonable precaution 
to preserve my body from injury, but when the 
arisen for running some specially grave risk 
a sient prayer to spirit and they 
never failed me. But let no one imagine that I go through 
these experiences without a great amount of nerve-strain, for 
that is part of the human personality so long as it lives in the 
case of flesh and bload which cries out'from every nerve when 
danger of damage to its structure threatens. And, indeed, this 
body of mine will not be sorry when the war has come to an 
end, and it is freed from that continnous tension which in time 
will wear out the strongest constitution No doubt there 
exist many who are Spiritualists through a knowledge which 


has come to them in much the same fashion as mine has come to 
me. 


occasion has 
‚ Lhave breathed 


friends, 


my have 


As to those who love to sneer at Spiritualism, and even, 


with the assistance of antiquated laws, ро so far as to find 


amusement and pecuniary benefit in persecuting its followers, 
they will yet discover that truth, like matter and spirit, cannot 
be destroyed. 


"U - "a 
Is тнк Sri Тикону tar ONLY SOLUTION f 


We have 
received several letters and article 


of 


ill appear in subse- 


- s answering the obje 
Sir Oliver Lodge's correspondent and they w 
quent issues, а 


ctions 
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REASON AND REVELATION. 


That Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's address to the London 
Spiritualist Alliance was a notable event in the history of 
Spiritualism goes without saying. It was a fine, frank 
and courageous utterance, and the significance of it will 
not be missed, for it has already found echoes all over the 
lobe, especially in the United States, whose journals, 
.. Always alert followers and occasionally leaders of the 
. world's thought, are giving it very full attention. 

We do not propose at the moment to enter upon a 
contideration of any points in the address itself, but 
rather to deal with the general question, especially the effect 
of such a message upon public thought at the present time. 

In the first place, while it will stir up innumerable 
minor questions, it will serve to awaken the interest of all 
intelligent minds in a subject which has for a generation 
heen clouded with elements of doubt and confusion, Many 
of these minds will be gifted. with powers of assimilation, 
critical judgment and clear perception which will be 
infinitely valuable in placing the subject on a sane and 
reasonable basis as part of the orderly life and thought of 
the new generation, We have never disguised our con- 
viction that in ite present aspect Spiritualism is a new 
growth, needing time to render it shapely and symmetrical. 
As Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote in “ Wind Clouds and 
Star Drifta " ;— i 

> Truth new-born 

Looks a miss ай untimely growths, 

Tho terror of the household and ite shame, 

A monster coiling in ite nurse's lap. 

‘That some would strangle, some would only starve ; 

But still it breathes, and passed from hand to band, 
And suckled at а hundred halfelad breasts, 

Comes slowly to ite staturo and its form, 

Calma the rough ridges of ite dragon-scalos, 
Changos to shining locke ite snaky hair, 

And movos rod into angel guise, 

- Welcomed by all that cursed its hour of birth, 

folded in the same encircling arma 
t cant it like a serpont from their hold. 

- We сой hardly have а finer, or more cencíse daseripir 
tion of the genesis of our particular truth in. its modern 
presentation, 

We have found it profitable, nay, essentinl, in our 
attitude towards the subject to concentrate ая far as 
posible on the contral and vital aspects, There are ^ 
multitude of minor propositions, some of them, to our 
thinking, highly unimportant and more than a little doubt 


LIGHT 
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ful. That they should emerge and in some ШУН 
endeavour to absorb an undue amount of attention t 
themselves is quite natural. That those who are шашу 
concerned with them should resent what may appear, 
somewhat cavalier treatment of their pet theories is aly | 
intelligible. We are for the fundamentals, When th 
central part of the construction is fixed firmly int; 
its true position the rest of the pieces will fall natural | 
into their places If they belong to it. We must never fo. | 
get that we are dealing with a world of human life whid, 
even if transferred to another sphere of evolution, is si] - 
imperfect, still capable of error and misdirection. More 
over, we are in touch with those whose voices we hear bu 
faintly, and the possibility of occasional mistakes is eng 
present. We have great need not merely to "try the 
spirits,” but to test our instruments of communication, 
to be continually making adjustments that we may 
get what we see into proper focus. (The simile of th 
telescope as recently applied to mediumship із a 
excellent one.) Some of those who have studied the qua 
tion closely, while they do not dispute the fact that thar 
are tricky and lying communicators (animated, it may le, 
either by pure wantonness or by a deliberate desire to di 
credit the subject), are yet of opinion that not sufficien 
consideration has been given to the psychology of medium- 
ship. Not once but several times in our own investig 
tions we have been able to trace fabrications and spuri 
matter to the medium's own mental content. 
automatic powers of the mind, once stirred into act 
will do a great deal of elaborate and often very ingenios 
fabrication on their own account without the necessity d 
the work. The "personal equation” is a very impo 
one. Some minds respond only to the impulse of 
and reality: others are blown about by every windd 
doctrine,” and start off as readily on a false clue asa ti 
one. Illustrations abound in the world around us, 
question is not restricted to the mental phenomena o 
mediumship. For us the New Revelation” is the un 
folding of a vision of worlds of light, order and beauty 
beyond this war-racked earth, and of a new humanity 
with its old familiar virtues and weaknesses making it still 
akin to the old and very near to us by consequence, Tha 
last discovery comes as a shock (and a very healthy shock) 
to those who have become merged in artificialities and 
abstractions regarding all that relates to life after death 
as though in a Universe of infinite variety this must еей 
be of all of one pattern. 

Our glass is but dim at present. It distorts some of 
the images. It may be with some of us as with the lad 
whose experiences we gave in Liaur some time ago, She 
was haunted by a weird and terrifying shape that gave her 
no rest. At last she went to a well-known medium and 
found that the fearsome apparition was no goblin, but on ү; 
a loved brother, killed at the Front, anxious to reveal 
identity and give her a message that brought sunshine ink 
her life. Many of us could tell of similar experie 
There are “ adversaries” in the Beyond doubtless, 
here or there there are no greater enemies than Fear an 
Ignorance, 


TIM The intercourse between one human 
wówusness and another by some manner of communio 
which ія not conveyed by any known action of the son 
as language or physical signalling, has become an asec 
Jaw of Nature... . The fact which мо call at present 
inallequate names of telepathy and thought-transferance 
a z — — mp rwr and to re-write, ab 
m own nso, the fonnd i ] 
Ji Sut (in tho “ Hibbert rip pec 
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THE NEW REVELATION, 
Summary of an Address delivered by Sir Arthur Conan 
Ie before the London Spiritualist Alliance at the Salon of 
Society of British Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall 
S.W., on Thursday, October 25th, 1917, Sir Oliver Lodge, 
8, presiding. 
fhe speaker commenced his discourse by remarking that 


with a subject upon which he had thought more, and 
ower to form an opinion, than upon any other subject 


p 
La 


can claim,” he continued, " to have spent more years in 
ous study of the subject than some of our antagonists 
nt hours. 1f I narrate some of my experiences and 
von will not, I hope, think it egotistical upon my 
ut you will realise that it is the most graphic way in 
Lean sketch out the points which are likely to occur to 
ther inquirer.” 
hen he finished his medical education he fonnd himself a 
need materialist. But he was never an atheist, because 
бей to him that to say the Universe was made by” 
lelaws only put the question one degree further back 
o made the laws. Naturally he had no belief in an 
phic Deity, but believed then, as he believed now, 
intelligent Force behind all Nature—a Power so infinitely 
| eomplex that a finite brain could do no more than 
ve its existence. Right and wrong were clear] t 
ght an g were clearly grea 
fous facts which needed no divine revelation. But as to 
vival of human life beyond death, it seemed to him that 
analogy in Nature contradicted the idea. With the 
out of the candle the light came to an end. With 
ing of the electric cell the current ceased, So when 
| dissolved there was an end of the individual life. 
that any form of personal life survived death seemed 
‘delusion, but although convinced that death meant 
ion of life he saw no reason why that should affect our 
towards humanity during our transitory existence. 
briefly, was his attitude of mind when psychic pheno- 
‘сате under his notice. At first he regarded the 
as merely nonsensical. He heard of fraudulent 
and wondered how any sane-man could believe in the 
‘However, meeting some friends who were interested 
? matter, he sat with them, out of curiosity, for table 
ions. But although they obtained some coherent 
he regarded the results with suspicion. It seemed 
› impossible that the messages were the result of chance, 
1 the inference was that someone amongst the sitters mani- 
d the table. He was greatly perplexed over it. Hé 
ot easily imagine his friends to be cheating—and yet he 
ot see how the messages could come except by their 


‘ye 
bout this time (1886) he came across a book called " The 
niscences of Judge Edmonds.” Не was a judge of the 
me Court of New York, and a man of high character and 
gence. "The book gave an account of the death of the 
Ige’s wife, and how he had been able, for many years after- 
‚ to communicate with her. He read the book with in- 
bnt absolute unbelief. It seemed to him to show how 
erwise sane man might have a defect in his mind, the 
some reaetion against the hard facts of daily life, 
үгө did this spirit exist of which he talked? An injury to 
brain would change the whole character of a man, and a high 
(might become а low one, With alcohol or opium, or 
other drugs, one could apparently quite change a man's 
The spirit, then, seemed to be abjectly dependent 
tter. These were the arguments which he employed 
hose days, not realising that it was not the spirit that was 

Л in such cases, but the body through which the spirit 
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was endorsed by a man like Crookes, whom he knew to be the 
most rising British chemist ; by Alfred Russel Wallace, the co- 
adjutor of Darwin, and by Flammarion, the best known of 
astronomers, he felt he could not afford to dismiss it lightly. 
On the other hand, he had to consider the attitude of other 
great men, such as Darwin himself, Huxley, Tyndall and 
Herbert Spencer, who derided this new branch of knowledge 
But when he realised that their scepticism was so profound 
that they would not even examine it, that Spencer had declared 
in во many words that he had decided against it on « priori 
grounds, while Huxley had said that it did not interest him, it 
seemed to him that, however great they were in science, their 
attitude in this respect was most unscientific and dogmatic, 
Clearly those who studied the phenomena and tried to discover 
the laws at work were following the true path which had given 
us all human advance and knowledge, But although weakened 
in this direction, his scepticism was somewhat reinforced by his 
own experiences as an investigator. He was working without a 
medium, which was like an astronomer working without a 
telescope. He had no psychical powers himself, and those who 
worked with him had little more. Among them they seemed 
to have just enough psychic power to get table movements, 
with their suspicions and often ridienlous messages. They were 
not always absolutely stupid, For example, on one occasion on 
his asking some test question, such as how many coins he had 
in his pocket, the table spelt out: " We are here to educate 
and to elevate, not to guess riddles,” and then: “ The religious 
frame of mind, not the critical, is what we wish to inculcate.” 
No one could say that that was a puerile message. On the 
other hand, he was always haunted by the fear of unconscious 
agency on the part of the sitters. On one occasion long and 
detailed messages were received, purporting to come from a 
spirit who gave his name, stating that he was a commercial 
traveller who had lost his life in the burning of a theatre at 
Exeter. All the details were exact, and he implored the sitters 
to write to his family, who lived, he said, at a place called 
Slattenmere, in Camberland. Sir Arthur accordingly wrote, but 
his letter was returned through the Dead Letter Office. He 
was so disgusted that his interest in the whole subject eva- 
porated for a time. 

He was residing in Southsea at this time and there met that 
well-known Spiritualist General Drayson, a man of very re- 
markable character, to whom he related his difficulties. The 
General made light of his criticisms of the foolish nature of 
many spirit messages. He said :— 

You have not got the fundamental truth into your head. 
The fact is that every spirit in the flesh passes over to the 
next world exactly as it is, with no change whatever. This 
world is full of fools and knaves. So is the next. You need 
not mix with them, any more than you do in this world. One 
chooses one’s companions. But suppose a man in this world 
who had lived in his house alone and never mixed with his 
fellows, was at last to put his head out of the window to see 
what sort of place it was, what would happen? Some naughty 
boy would probably say something rude. Anyhow, he would 
see nothing of the wisdom or greatness of the world. He 
would draw his head in, thinking it was a very poor place. That 
is just what you have done. In a mixed séance, with no 
definite aim, you have thrust your head into the next world 


and you have met some naughty boys. Go forward and try to 
reach something bettter. 


The explanation did not satisfy him. He remained a sceptic, 
although he had learned enough to know how valueless was 
the objection that Spiritualism was all fraud, or that a conjurer 
was needed to show it up. True, his own experiences had been 
unsatisfactory but his reading, which was continuous, showed 
him how deeply other men had gone into it, and that the testi- 
mony was so strong that no other religious movement in the 
world could put forward anything to compare with it. That 
did not prove it to be true, but at least it proved that it must 
bo treated with respect and could not be brushed aside. 

He still continued to hold table séances which sometimes 
gave no , sometimes trivial ones, and sometimes rather 
surprising ones, He had the notes of these sittings, at which 
were received descriptions of life beyond the grave so improb- 
able that they amused rather than edified him at the time, 
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Psychical Resear Society and had the advantag 


5 n 
f | ай their reports. The world, he considered, owed a great deal Lire is our opportunity for service vot as little as we 
, \ to the unwearied diligence of the Society, and to its sobriety dare, bat as much as we сап. —W ESTC OTT 
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"THE GREAT TEACHING. ANGELS 
When some time ago " Morambo, 
Valli was asked a question оп the 
de allusion to certain high s i 24 
Dindividual minds on earth might give ri ) some 
mperiences attributed to reimbodiment. Hes 
је great Teaching Angels, 
Rooms, gave an address on t 
ünistry. 
+ commenced by saying that the chain of 
none from the lowest spheres to the 
ip was continually maintained 
actively to affect the lower 
ould be some degre« sponse. When that 
by the awakening in dormant souls of th 
latent possibilities, there was an ever-increas 
f the influence radiated from the higher 
e exalted influences, to take the 
m of direct and personal guidance of individuals, although 
degree of responsiveness was 
interpreted by those wl 
in the nature of special guidance 
"degrees of consciousness in 
unconsciously to influences wł 
monitions towards better thin 
conscious rapport would be a! 
tual source, although their ideas 
И be erroneous. Who are these great Teaching Angels ? 
S question sometimes asked. The reply we 
main y those who on earth had sh 
tof mind and life which made 
dome had, by the greatness of their 
s, leaders, seers, and thinkers, risen to fame 
were others who, although of true roya 
earth pilgrimage, for the most part, 
their physical environment giving the 


ot the 
poke of them as 
and on iday, the 2nd inst., 
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e exalted souls an 
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were not apt 


however, 


great, 


There were, of course, 


> matters. Some would 


they 
great unfold- 


them act worke 


wn some 


nknown and 
m no fall scope 
brs they possessed. In the Beyond these powers found 
aud they entered on the career they 
ants of humanity. They radiated great impersonal 
Which inspired, encouraged and guided those whose 
їп any degree of harmony with their own. The 
medinm spirits " as well as spirit mediums,” and it м 
the mediating agency.of such spirits that the inf 
in higher states were intel to the lower 
: appropriately graduated 
"barrier to the reception of 
of unfitness, consequent on lack 
er to respond to them. 


red as ministers 


1ences 
, reaching 


to the benefit of each 


influences was the 
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development, lack 


THE PETERS TESTIMONIAL FUND. 


ZH. Withall is happy to acknowledge the following 
subscriptions towards the proposed testimonial to 

fred Vout Peters 
d. 
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в ÁNNUAL."—]t is surely one of life's little ironies 
the torrent of pamphlets and periodicals that even in 
still pour into our office one of the best of them 

0 far, have escaped attention. Bibby's Annual" 
17 is as beautiful a production as ever, full of illustra- 
in colour and artistic in every sense. Amongst 

are " The Art of Living," by Professor James Long: 
iage of Matter and Spirit, by Mr. J. Arthur 
incarnation’s Answer to Life's Problems," “ India 
War,” and “The Power of Thought,” by Clara M. 
he Hope of the World,” by Lady Margaret Sackville; 
ird Burne-Jones, Bart," by Sir Philip Burne-Jones 
‘This is to enumerate but a few of many excellent 
of varied interest, which, as will be noted, include 
touch closely on our own subject. The price of thé 

ut 1s. 3d., or 1s. Sd. post free from Messrs. Bibby 
King Edward-street, Liverpool. It is edited by 

libby, who contributes an article, " Your Part in 

five criticism of the Socialist method of pro- 

as set out in a book by Mr, George Lans- 


теит 


STRANGE EXPERIENCES WITH MR. BERT REESE. 


n Bert Reese (р, 220) has ed me back to 
your reac 


з years ago I v 


tion by 
I wore and what 

with the man, and trie irage him 
lid not like it 1 said, ~ not intend to 


feel 


saying he « 


so interested you that I wi like t 


he did, 
before 


eight 


about to undertake 


days that tl 


at la ivised 

8 I am in 1 € 
" A fool and ! 
t er we were т 
in the papers were 
and my friend mad 

I think it wouk 
to get from Mr. Reese a 1 ү l 
this great power was manií I remember how 
terested me, and the longing I had to hear more. 

I have never met Bert Reese since that day, but have met 
many persons who have known him, and from one and all I 
have heard how his big heart is always open to those who 
need hishelp. And Lam still living in the hope of some day 
meeting this man again. 


15 m- 


Tug Motives ғов WAg.—At bottom the motives for war, 
and for the militarism that makes provision and preparation 
for war, are never derived from a spiritual interpretation of the 
universe; always from a partial and superficial materialistic 
view got through the bodily senses and throuzh the intellect 
which is just the bodily senses developed into reason. The 
struggle between nations which is carried on with material 
weapons is, even at best, the old jangle-strugzle simply lifted 
up on to the plane of self-conscionsness, of sentiment, and of 


scientific organisation.—J. Bauen Warrace, in Brotherhood.” 
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M п, Office of Linn ' whom Cheques and Postal Orders 
| payal 
| pt I Lin i had free by post ou the following 
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PLICAT! Мел! од A TT f the Lond pirit 
Lt | il fì from the A Dm 
I І he Librarian, Mr, Н, D, Godfrhy 
() 7 Aili Marth lane, W. 
REASON AND REVELATION, 
"Ши Conan Doyle's nddri to the London 
rm 7 notable event in the history of 
{ int oes without Т It w a fine, frank 
nd rageous ulbtemnee, and the ignificance of it will 
ed, f it has already found eelioos all over the 
| in the United tats whose journals 
leit Followera and. oceasionally leaders. of the 
ord & thought, ave giving it very full attention 
lo поб propose. at the moment to enter upon n 
Won of any pointe in the nddi« itself, but 
"Шон! loa] with the generml question, « pecially the effect 
ipon publie thought at the present time 
In t firat place, while it will stii up innumerable 
minor (question it will servo ti nken the interest of all 
intelüpent minds in a subject whieh has for n Eeneratiton 
been Clouded with elements of doubt and eonfusion Many 
| minds will be gifted. with powers of aimilntion, 
олима! judgment and clear perception which will be 
infinitely valuablo in placing the subject on a mne and 


reasonable basis п 


part of the orderly life and thought of 


venoration We have never di uised our eon 
Mon that in Из present aspect, Npiritualinn jan now 
rowth, 1 ling time to render it hapely uid: symmetrical 
is Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote in Wind Clouds nnd 
tar Drift 
ruth now born 
Looks a misshapen aid untimely geowtl, 
The terror of the household and ite shame, 
А monster coiling in ite nurses lag 
Vhat some would steanglo, some would only alarve 
Mut still it breathes, and passad from hand to hand, 
nid sueklod ab à hundred halbolnd bronasta, 
Come lowly to it taturo and ite form, 
Calma the rough ridges of Ин dragonenoale 
Changos to shining looka ite analy baie, 
And moves Gransfigurod into angel guise, 
Woloomed by all that cursed ita hour.of birth, 
And folded in the same enoireling arma 
Mint cast it liko a serpent from thole hold 
Wa sould hardly have a finer, ov more. eoneine dosari 
tion of the genesis. of eur. partioular truth in Ил modern 
pesentatiot 
M | found it profitable, n essential, ім out 
ТҮҮ! i mi ИТ ul b 1 ооо ал \ Гаи а 
| n tl nial and vital peet Гот we n 
| la of 1 proposition me of them, to ow 
i ull imj wit ond more than a little doubt 


ombor 16, 10) 
| ШҮ | | hd nor ud In gon 
nil i) )ibsorb. ni nid unount of n 
! | I lhat bl | 
neerned with thon uld posent, what ma hl 
mewhat enavalier tà tmont of they pet theorie 
intelligibl Wi I 1 lamental Wl 
contral part I ti í truotion i» fixed firm 
ita truo position tho rost Í e pilou Il falli 
nto thoir plac We must i 
et that we mre dealin ith n orld of human lle wl 
even if transferred to nnothe plore of evolution, 1a ati 
imperfeet, still capable of error and misdivection, Mon 
over, we nro in touch with those whose voleos we hear) 
fnintly, and the possibility of occasional mistakes Їз avi 


pront, We have gront nood not moroly to “tyi 
pirit but to test; our instruments of communicate 
to be continually making nadjustmonts that wo 1 
vot what we eo into proper fo (The simile of 0 
ү ҮТ recent ipplied to modiumehip ! 
í ellent one.) me of thon ho have studied the q 
tion сове] While they do not dispute the fact that than 
are tricky and lying communicators (animated, it may Wk 
either by pure wantonne or by a delibernte desiro fo di 
credit the subject), ave уо! of opinion that nol ШЇ 


consideration has been given to the paye hology ol modium 


hip 


опов but several times in our own invatig 
tions we have been able to trace fabrications nnd spurio 
matter to the medium own mental content, Cortal 
automatic power of the mind, once tirrad into notio 


will do 


fabrication on 


n gront deal of elaborate 


nnd often very 
without the 


postulating any conscious intelligent ngoney ab the bul 


ШШШ 


M al 
their own necount поро! у 


the work "Чи pon onal equation " is n vary important 
one Some minds respond only to the impulse of trut 
and reality: others nro ` blown about by every wind of 
dootrine,” and start off ns readily on n false clue nan ln 


on Шива иот the 


nbound in world 


around u 


question. is not restricted. to the mental phenomena ul 
mediumnship For us tho " New Revelation” ia the un 
folding of а vision of worlds of light, order and bowl) 
beyond this war-vacked earth, nnd of n new humanity 


with its old familiar virtues and Wan e engen making it atili 


hat 
hool (and n very honlthy shock) 


akin to the old and very near to us by consequence 
last, clincovery ¢ 
to thom 


nbstraetion 


nnt n n 


who have become 


merged in artificiatition and 
vegarding all that relates to lite after deatli 
ин though ina Universe of infinite variety this must neadi 
be of all of one pattern 


Our glass ie but dim nt ent it distorta somo ol 


with tho luly 
hi 


pre 


the with 


image It may be 


nome of us ш 
whone « Xperioneon we туо n Lioni some time ngo. 


was haunted by a weird and torrifylng shape that gavo hu 


no rest At lant sho to 


found that tho foursome Apparition уула 


wont n. well non medium al 


no goblin, but only 


а loved brother, killed at the Front, anxious to rovoal hi 


idontity and give her a message that brought sunshine Info 
hor. lite Many of us tall of 
"here the 


no grenter 


eould nile oxporienos 


Hoyond doubtless, bul 


Onom 


ave iidversariosn ". in 


hero ov thoro. thoro ara than oar and 
Iynornec 


TRL NPAT Tho intercourse 


Anothor by 


between. ono human eon 


manner of communioation 
which ia not conveyed by any known action of the ne 


w danguage or physical inline, has. booome an ШАЙТ 


N т 
law of Nature lha faot whioh wo call at prosont by dy 
of telopathy and the 


топалова and home 


»naes, audi 


(ема одуна names 


пш transforanos | 
' mne 
ganau na Co rethink one. theologies and bo re e, nt Toast fo 
' aat fo 

өнө own private wen, the foundation of our doobrines LU 
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THE NEW REVELATION, 

Hummary of an Addrows dolivored by Arthur Conan 
ШАШ the London Iniritualiat Alliances ab the Hon of 
tho Royal Hocloby of British Artiste, Bulfollcatreot, Pall Mall 
ful, N., W., on Turan, О" tober Ath, 1017, Bir Oliver Lodge 
FIER, prosiding 


r 


Tho spoakor commonced his discourse by romarking that 
i dealt, with a subject upon Which he had. thought more, and 
ben slower to form an opinion, than upon any other subject 
ylitovor, 

"Toan olalim,” he continued, “to have spont more yoars in 
to mrions study of the subject than some of our antagonint 
have spent hours, — Hf | narrato some of my oxporieneqs and 
UiMloultion you will not, J hope, think ib egotistienl upon my 
үш, bot you will voalino that itia the mont graphio way in 

which E oan skoteh out the points which nro likely to oceur to 
any other inquirgr," 

Whon he finished his medical education he found himself а 
Сө] materinlint, But he was nover an athoist, boonus 

(ооой to him that to say the Universo was mado by 

immutablo laws only put the question опо dogree further baol 
Ги who made tho laws, Naturally ho had no boliof in an 

milliropomorphic Deity, but believed thon, av ho bolleved now, 

{ian intelligent Forco behind. all Nature a Power so infinitely 

yutand eomplox that a finite brain could do no more than 

voneulvo itn exintoneo, Right and wrong woro cloarly gront 
obvious faota whioh noodod no divine revelation, But as to 
tho survival of human lifo beyond death, it seamed to him that 
шу analogy in Nature contradiotod tho idea, With the 
himing out of the candle tho light came to an end, With 
Шо breaking of the olootrio coll the current consod io when 
tho body dissolved thoro was an ond of tho individual lifo 

"ho idon that any form of personal life survived death seomed 

talim a delusion, but although convinged that death meant 

oxtinotion of lifo ho saw no reason why that should afoot our 
duty towards humanity during our transitory existonoe 

That, briefly, was his attitude of mind when payehic phone 
mons fret came under his notice, At fret he regarded tho 
uboot, aw morely nonvonsical, He heard of fraudulent 
mediums and wondered how any sano man could believe in the 
ишо, However, moeting some friends who wore interested 
in the mattor, he sat with them, out of ourionity, for table 
manifostations, But Although they obtained some coherent 
омаров ho rognrdod the rosults with susploion, It seemed 
quito impousible that the mensagon Wore the result of chance, 
and tho ШШ ТЕГ that someone amongst the sitters mant 
pulatod the table, Ho was greatly perplexed over it Hi 
could not eusily imagino his frionda to be cheating and. yot he 
wuld not see. how tho mossayos could come except by thelr 
agonoy, 

About this timo (L880) ho came across a book called "The 
Teminisoonaon of Judge Edmonds" He was a judge of the 
Wupremo Court of Now York, and à man of high character and 
{ntelligonce, ‘Nhe book gave an account of tho death of the 
Judge's wifo, and how ho had baon ablo, for many yours after 
wars, to Communicate with her, He road the book with in 
СОГОМ, but Absolute unbelief, It seamed to him to show how 
му othorwise sano man might have a defect in his mind, the 
Wilt of nome reaction aguainat tho hard facts of daily lifo, 
Whore Ad thin spirit oxist of which ho talked ! An injury to 
tho brain would change the whole eharaoter of a man, and a high 
mature might become a low one, With aleohol or opium, or 
many other druga, one could Apparently quite change n man's 
entity. ‘ho spirit, then, soomed to bo abjootly dependent 

upon matter, ‘Pharo wore the arguments whioh ho employed 
in tono days, not ronlining that it was not tho spirit that waa 
vhangod in auoh onnan, but the body through which the apirit 
worked, 


auch booka on the subject as came in his way, and wan ant 


Novortholoss, ho romainod autllolontly interosted to rond 


ТИЛЕ ИИ how many mon whose names wore to tho foro 
in aolanoa thoroughly believed: that Spirit was independent of 
Mattor and could wurvive It, Whon he found that яра 


vas endorsed by a man like Crook whom he knew to be the 


ising British ehemist: by Alfred Russol W пасо, tho « 
uljutor of Darwin, and by 


Flammarion, the bost known of 


nstronomors, he folt he uld not afford to dismiss it lightly 


On the other hand, he had to consider the attitado of othor 


groat mon, ich ая Darwin himsolf, Huxloy, Tyndall and 
Horbert, Bpeneor, who derided tl 


now branch of knowledge 


Mut when he realised. that thelr opliciam was 


о profound 


that they would not even examina it, that Bpeneor hal declared 


in so many words that he had decided against it on a priori 


grounds, while Huxley had said that it did not interest him, it 


eemed to him that, however groat they were in seleneo, thelr 


Attitude in this respect was moat unscientific and dogmati 


Clearly those who 
the laws nt work 


iLuciad the phenomena and triod to discover 


wore following the true path which had given 
us nll human advance and knowledge Hut although woakened 
in this direction, his scapticiam was somewhat reinforced by hia 


own exporionees as an investigator Н; 


was working without a 
medium, which was like an astronomer working without a 
telescope, Но had no psyohioal powers himself, and those who 
worked with him had little mor Among them thoy seemed 
to have just enough: paychic powor to got table movements, 
with their suspicious and often ridiculous mossages, Тоу wore 
not always absolutely stupid, For example, on one occasion on 
his asking some tost question, such as how many coins he had 
in his pocket, the table spelt out: Мо are here to educate 
and to olovate, not to guess riddles,” and thon : “The religious 
frame of mind, not the eritical, ia what we wish to inculcate 

No one could say that that was а роого message, On the 
other hand, he was always haunted by the (ваг of unconscious 
agency on the part of the sitters, On one occasion long and 
detailed mossages wore received, purporting to come from a 
spirit who gave his namo, stating that he was a commoreial 
traveller who had lost his life in the burning of a theatro at 
Vxotor, All the details were exact, and ho implored the sitters 
to write to his family, who lived, he said, at а place called 
Blattonmore, in Cumberland, Bir Arthur aceordingly wrote, but 
his letter was returned through the Dead Lotter Office, Но 
was so Claguated that his interest in tho whole subject ova 


porated for a time 


Но was residing in Southsoa at this time and thoro mot that 
woll-known Spiritualist General Drayson, а man of very го» 
markable character, to whom he related his ditlioultios, The 
Gonoral made light of his oritioisms of the foolish nature of 


many spirit messages, Не said 


You have not got the fundamental truth into your head 
Tho faot із that every spirit in the Поа passes over to the 
next world exactly as it is, with no change whatever his 
world is full of fools and knaves zo із tho next, You noed 
not mix with them, any more than you do in this world, One 
chooses one's. companion But suppose а man in this world 
who had lived in his house alone and nover mixed with his 
follows, was at last to put his head out of the window to seo 
what sort of place it was, what would happen Some naughty 
boy would probably say something rudo Anyhow, he would 
wee nothing of the wisdom or greatness of the world, He 
would draw his head in, thinking it was a very poor place, That 
ів just what you have done In a mixed adance, with no 
delinite aim, you have thruat your head into the next world 
and you have met some naughty boys, Go forward and try to 
roach something bettter 


The explanation did not satisfy him, Но remained a sooptio, 
although he had learned enough to know how valuoloss was 
the objection that Npiritualism was all fraud, or that a eonjurer 
was nooded to show it up. Truo, his own oxperionoos had boon 
unsatisfaetory but hia roading, whioh was eontinuous, alowed 
him how deeply other mon had gone into it, and that the tosti 
mony was во strong. that no other religious movement in. tho 
world could put forward anything to compare with it, That 
did not prove it to bo timo, but at least it proved that it must 
bo treated with respect and could not be bruahad asido, 

Mo still continued to hold. table adanoos whieh somotimon 
gava no мовив, somotimos trivial ones, and sometinos rather 
Marprising ones, Te had the notes of. those sittings, at which 
Wero rocelved dasoriptiona of life boyond the grave so improb 


ablo that thoy amused rather than odiliod him at tho time, 


i ` t [7 that he 
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een ( t and knew not Him tha n arth uten 
believed in His influence irits ү ed and they died in t 
new sphere b e ent g anothe } easur 
mong t It wa lace f light anc { t« 
She added that they ! , 
Later there cam« I D 12 j 7 t dashe 
the table about v T! І micat claimed t 
one might ix Dodd (that u not t eal nam« 
He was a cricketer of some not« a man whom in his life 8 
Arthur had met in Cairo before he went up the Nik here h« 
met his death in the gola E lition Dodd not 
known to either of the ladies present. Sir Arthur put several 
questions, and the answers came back with great peed and 
decision. The communi ма that he was | that he 


did not wish to return t He bad been a free-thinker, 


but had not actually suffered in th« reasor 
Prayer, however, wa ag thing, as keeping us in touch wit] 
the spiritual world. If he had prayed more he would have 


been higher in the spirit world His death had been paiule 


He had work to do. Н; red their conversation in 
Cairo. Duration of life in next sphere was shorter thar 
on eart 


Gordon no 


But those 


This men was a very favourable specimen, both for 


length and for coherence untrue to say, 


n 


as many sceptics did, that nothing but folly came througl On 


the other hand, what 


were true? He (the 


speaker mld ве 
simply left him bewildered Now, with a larger « xperience, и 


which be found t the same sort of information had come to 


very many people independently in many countries, it as 
clear that the agreement of the witnesses did, as in a a of 
ey den * constitat« me argument tor their truth 

Still, the de ns of the next world were not convincing 


ind he continued to read books шщ subject, One of thes« 


was & book by Monsieur Ja 


pon ocenit phenomena in 


India. Jacolliot wa 


the Chief Judge of the French Colony 
of < ndragore, with a very ju al mind and rathe biassed 
against Spiritualism He conducted a series of experiment 
with native fakirs, who gave him their confidence because he 
was a sympathetic man and spoke their language M. Jacolliot 
found among them every phenomenon known in Europear 
mediumabip, everything which Home, for example, had ever 
Gone He got levitation of the bo ng of fire, 


movement of articles at a distance, X plant 


raiwing of tabl« 'The native yhenomena 


explanation of then 
planatior ul 


they were d 


6 by the Pitri» or spirits of ancestor 
They claimed that these powers were handed down from time 
immemorial and traced back to the Саід 

Some time before thi Arthur joined the 
Paychical Resear: 
eport The 
| diligence of the 


abont 1801, Sir 


ху and had the advantage of reading 


world, he considered, owed a great deal 


to the unwea 


Socieby, and to its sobriety 


ember 10, 19 
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the ime « ld not t when th« | i ne But 
was the flame ng У ff the cand t I t 
The analogy wa lea false ar If t nd, t 
pirit, the intelligence of man coul te at a distance f 
the bod ther t was a Иш ate f t bod Why 
then, should it not continue to exist n the ly у 
lestroved Not only did impr« 7 e trom a dist 
those who were just dead, but the « псев showed that 
actual appearance the dead per n ca th them, show 
that the impressior were carried y iething ch wa 
ө ke t body, and yet acted pendently an 
у е death of the body. The in of evidence betwee 
the simplest cases of thought uling at e end, and the аш 
manifestation of the pirit indepe nt ги bod Li 
X ther, was single and unbroken, each p eading to the ot 
and this fact seemed to the speaker to bring the first signs of 
temat іепсе and order into what had been a mere colle 
tion of bewildering and unrelated tact 
About this time he had an interesting experience, for he wa 
те of three delegate ent by the P ical Research Society 
to sit up in a haunted house in Dorsetshire. It was one ¢ e 
poltergeist cases, where noises and о tricks had gone 
for some year very much like the « il case of J 
Wesley at Epworth in 1726, or t e of the For 
family at Hydesville, nea tochest 847, which was th 


tarting-point of Modern Spiritualism. Nothing sensational ca 


On the firs 


of their visit, and yet it was not entirely barren 


night nothing occurred. On the second, there were tremendous 
noises, sounds like someone beating a table th a stick. They 
had taken every precaution, and could not explain the nois 
but at the same time they could not swe that some ingeniou 
practical joke had not been playe ipon them Ther 
the matter ended for tl time Some yea alterwar 
however, | learned from a membe of the family w 
Ipied th« hots that atts the visit the іх 
of. a hild, evidently n buried, í wen dug 
n the garden This was certainly remarkable Наши 
house were rare, and it was to houses wit 
human remains buried in their ga also, That 
they should have both united in one house wa Irely some 


the truth of the phenomena It was int 
he Fo 


and to evidence 


argument for 
to remember that in the case of family there was ale 
of murder being 


if the Wesley 


with their pers 


some allusion to human bone 


found in the cellar He had little doubt that 


family could have got upon speaking term 


cutors, they would also have come upon some motive for tl 


persecution, It almost seemed as if a life cut suddenly a 
violently short had some store of unspent vitality which could 


still manifest itself in a strange, mischievous fashion 


(76 be continued.) 


[луй ів one opportunity for service not as litte as we 


dare, but as much as we can. — W «rc отт 
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"THE GREAT TEACHING. ANGELS 

When some time ago Morambo," the gnide 
Wallis, was asked a question on th« 
be made allusion to certain high spir 
into individual minds on earth might 
eperiences attributed to reimbodiment, He 
"the great Teaching Angels,’ 
the Alliance Rooms, gave an addres 
their ministry. 

He commenced by saying that the chain of life wa 
troken one from the lowes 
lionship was continually maintained, although for the 
influences actively to affect th wer it was nece 
there should be some degree of r« that r« ө] n 
wus made by the awakening in dormant soul 
a their latent possibilities, there was an ever-increa 
gon of the influence radiated from the higher pl 
These exalted influences, however, were not apt 
form of direct and personal guidance of individuals, 
when the degree of responsiveness wa 
@periences interpreted by those who received them а 
fing in the nature of special guidance 
ing degrees of consciousness in these mattors. 
apond unconsciously to influence 
i and monitions towards better things ; others with a greater 

of conscious rapport would be able to trace these tl 
toa spiritual source, although their ideas of it 
E ight be erroneous, Who are these great 
ти а question sometimes asked. The 
d mainly those who on earth had show 

it of mind and life which made them active 
ium nity, Some had, by the greatness of their gifts as 

ormers, leaders, seers, and thinkers, risen to fame on earth, 
at there were others who, although of true royalty of soul, ha- 
made their earth pilgrimage, for the most part, unknown and 
Noticed, their physical environment giving them no full scop 
nthe powers they possessed. In the Beyond these powers found 

7 tion and they entered on the career they loved a t 
iid servants of humanity. They radiated great impersonal 
Wihences which inspired, encouraged and guided those wl 
“ands were in any degree of harmony with their own, ' 
were “ medium spirits " as well as spirit mediums,” and it wa 
топ the mediating agency.of such spirits that the influences 
of those in higher states were transmitted to the lower, reaching 
them in forms appropriately graduated to the benefit of each 
The only barrier to the reception of these influences the 
jer of unfitness, consequent on lack of development, lack 
Я power to respond to them. 


ind on Friday, the 
on these exalted 
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pheres to the highest. The rela 
higher 
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ot the 


great, there might be 
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Some w 


which brought into their live 


true n 


Angel 


Teaching 


some great unfold- 


worker 


minister 
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!BinBY S ANNUAL."—-It is surely one of life's little ironies 
iat in the torrent of pamphlets and periodicals that even in 
lee days still pour into our office one of the best of them 

mld, во far, have escaped attention. Bibby's Annual’ 
Wr 1017 is as beautiful a production as ever, full of illustra- 
ns, several in colour and artistic in every sense Amongst 

Г articles aro The Art of Living," by Professor James Long: 
* Re-marriage of Matter and Spirit,” by Mr. J. Arthur 
Hil; " Reincarnation's Answer to Life's Problems," "India 
M т the War, and “The Power of Thought,” by Clara M. 
Cold; “The Hope of the World," by Lady Margaret Sackville; 
Nr Edward Burne-Jones, Bart." by Sir Philip Burne-Jones 
won) This is to enumerate but a few of many excellent 

r of varied interest, which, as will be noted, include 

that touch closely on our own subject. The price of thé 

па] is but 1s, 3d., or 1s. Sd. post free from Messrs. Bibby 

nd Bons, Ltd., K ing Edward-street, Liverpool. It is edited by 
M ; Joseph Bibby, who contributes an article, “Your Part in 
0 arty,” an incisive criticism of " the Socialist method of pro- 
ing a millennium," as set out in a book by Mr, George Lans- 
wy, the Labour leader, 
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STRANGE EXPERIENCES WITH ME. BERT REESE 


bro 
i£ I adv 
he notes I am ir 
torted A fool and! 

tonto } erw 
in the r$ were 
and my friend made a million d 

I think it would be of gre 1 
to get from Mr. Reese a history of 
this great power was manif 
terested me, and the long 

I have never met Bert 
many persons who have kn 
heard how his big heart is 
need his help. And [ am still living in the hope 


meeting this man again. 


wn him, and 


have 


Tug Morivgs rog War 


and for the militarism that 


At bottom the motives for 
makes prov 
for war, are never derived from a sp 
universe; always from a partial and 
intellect 
The 


material 


view got throngh the bodily senses and through th« 


which is just the bodily senses developed into reason 
struggle between nations which is carrie on with 
weapons is, even at best, the old jangle-strugzle simply lifted 
up on to the plane of self-consciousness, of sentiment, and of 


scientific organisation.—J. Baton Watrtack, in “ Brotherhood 
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To-day he found that they agreed very 


tions in " Raymond " and 


now viewed them with « 
Proceeding, Sir Arthur said 


I am aware that all these accounts of life beyond the grave 


differ in detail, but in fundamentals there is a very great re- 


semblance Two communicators sent messages, the first of 


whom spelt out a name, Dorothy Postlethwaite,” unknown 


to any of us. She said she died at Melbourne five years before, 


at the age of sixteen, she was ne 


yw happy, that she had 


it the same school as one of 


work to do, and that she had t 


the two ladies who made up the circle. On my asking that lady 


+ 
t 


to raise her hands and give a succession of nam 
it the і 
seemed in the nature of a test. She went on to say that the 
here she inhabited was all round the earth; that she knew 
that Mars was inhabited by a race more 
advanced than we, and that the canals were artificial; there 


correct name of the headmistress of the schoo 118 


about the planets ; 


was no bodily pain in her sphere, but there cou d be mental 
anxiety ; they took nourishment; she 
had been a Catholic and was still a Catholic, but had not fared 
better than the Protestants; Buddhists and 
Mohammedans in her sphere, but all fared alike; she had never 
Him than on earth, but 
spirits prayed and they died in their 
new sphere before entering another; they had pleasures—music 
It was a place of light and of laughter. 
She added that they had no rich or poor 


they were governed ; 


there were 


seen Christ and knew no more about 


believed in His influence ; 


was among them 


Later there came a more vigorous influence, which dashed 
the table about violently. The communicator claimed to be 
one who might be called Dodd (that was not the real name). 
He was a cricketer of some note—a man whom in his life Sit 
Arthur had met in Cairo before he went up the Nile, where he 
Dodd“ was not 


Sir Arthur put several 


met his death in the Dongola Expedition. 
known to either of the ladies present 
questions, and the answers came back with great speed and 
decision, The communicator said that he was happy, that he 
did not wish to return to earth. He had been a free-thinker, 
but had not actually suffered in the next life for that reason. 
Prayer, however, was a good thing, as keeping us in touch with 
the spiritual world. If he had prayed more he would have 
been higher in the spirit world. His death had been painless. 
He had work to do. He remembered their conversation in 
Cairo, Duration of life in the next sphere was shorter than 


on earth—(both spirits said that). He had not seen General 


Gordon nor any famous spirit. Spirits lived in families and in 
communities. Married people did not necessarily meet again. 
Bat those who loved each other did meet again. 3 

This message was a very favourable specimen, both for 
length and for coherence. It showed thatit was untrue to say, 
as many sceptics did, that nothing but folly came through. On 
the other hand, what proof was there that these statements 
wers true? Не (the speaker) could see no such proof; they 
simply left him*bewildered. Now, with a larger experience, in 
which һе found that the same sort of information had come to 
very many people independently in many countries, it was 
clear that the agreement of the witnesses did, as in all cases of 
evidence, constitute some argument for their truth. 

Still, the descriptions of the next world were not convincing, 
and he eontinued to read books upon the subject. One of these 
was а book by Monsieur Jacolliot upon occult phenomena in 
India 
of Chandragore, with a very judicial mind and rather biassed 
He conducted a 


him their 


Jacolliot was the Chief Judge of the French Colony 


against Spiritualism series of experiments 
because he 


M. Jacolliot 


found among them every phenomenon known in European 


with native fakirs, wh confidence 


) gave 


was a sympathetic man and spoke their language. 


mediumsbip, everything which Home, for example, had ever 


cone. He got levitation of the body, the handling of fire, 


movement of articles at a distance, rapid growth of plants, 


raising of tables, The natives’ explanation of these phenomena 


was that they were done by the Pitris or spirits of ancestors. 
"Тоу claimed that these powers were handed down from time 


immemorial and traced back to the Chaldeos, 


Some time before this, about 1891, Sir Arthur joined the 
Paychical Research Society and had the advantage of re wing 
all their report The world, he considered, owed a great deal 
to the unwearied diligence of the Society, and to its sobriety 


IO E T. 


November [ 


Шу 
of statement, although he felt that in its desire to avoid 
sationalism it discouraged the world from knowing F 
the splendid work which it was doing, Its semi-scient 


terminology also choked off the ordinar y reader Sut in snit 
of these little peculiar ities, those who had wanted light ir 4 
darkness ha... found it by the methodical, never-tiring work « 


the Society. 


Its influence became one of the powers wh 
helped him to shape his thoughts. There was another, howeye 
which made a deep impression upon him, and that was Myer 
root book fror 
While unable t 


phenomena calle 


wonderful book, " Human Personality," a great 
which a whole tree of knowledge would grow 

get any formula which covered all the 
"spiritual" Myers so completely proved that action of mind 
upon mind which he himself called telepathy, that, save for 
those who were wilfully blind to the evidence, it took its place 
fact This 
If mind could act upon inind at a distance, then there 
were quite different fron 


henceforth as a scientific was an enormous gd. 
vance. 
some human which 


were powers 


matter as we had always understood it. The ground was cat 
from under the feet of the materialist, and Sir Arthur found 
He had said that 
But here 


that his old position had been destroyed. 
the flame could not exist when the candle was gone. 
was the flame a long way off the candle, acting upon its от 


The analogy was clearly a false analogy. If the mind, th 


a distance from 


spirit, the intelligence of man could operate a 
the body, then it was a thing separate from the body. Why, 
then, should it not continue to exist when the body was 
destroyed ? Not only did impressions come from & distano 
from those who were just dead, but the evidences showed that 
actual appearances of the dead person came with them, showing 
that the impressions were carried by something which was 
exactly like the body, and yet acted independently and sur- 
vived the death of the body. The chain of evidence betwen 
the simplest eases of thought-reading at one end, and the actual 
manifestation of the spirit independently of the body at the 
other, was single and unbroken, each phase leading to the other, 
and this fact seemed to the speaker to bring the first signs of 
systematic science and order into what had been a mere collec- 
tion of bewildering and unrelated facts. 

About this time he had an interesting experience, for he wss 
one of three delegates sent by the Psychical Research Society 
to sit up in a haunted house in Dorsetshire. It was one of these 


poltergeist cs where noises and foolish tricks had gone on 


for some y very much like the classical case of John 
Wesley's family at Epworth in 1726, or the case of the For 
family at Hydesville, near Rochester, in 1847, which was the 
starting-point of Modern Spiritualism. Nothing sensational came 
of their visit, and yet it was not entirely barren. Оп the first 
night nothing occurred. On the second, there were tremendous 
noises, sounds like someone beating a table with a stick. They 
had taken every precaution, and could not explain the noises, 
but at the same time they could not swear that some ingenious 
them. There 


Some years afterwards, 


practical joke had not been played 
ended for the 


learned 


upon 

the matter time, 

from a 
that 


long 


however, he member of the family who 
after visit the 


buried, been 


house their bones 


oceupied the 
of- a child, 


in the garden, 


had dug up 
Haunted 
rare, and it was to be hoped that houses with 


That 


they should have both united in one house was surely some 


evidently 

This was certainly remarkable. 
houses were 
human remains buried in their gardens were rare also, 
argument for the truth of the phenomena. It was interesting 
to remember that in the case of the Fox family there was also 
some allusion to human bones and to evidences of murder being 
He had little doubt that if the Wesley 
family could have got upon speaking terms with their perse- 


found in the cellar, 


cutors, they would also have come upon some motive for the 
persecution. It almost seemed as if a life cut suddenly and 
violently short had some store of unspent vitality which could 


still manifest itself in a strange, mischievous fashion, 
(To be continued.) 
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"THE GREAT TEACHING ANGELS.” 


When some time ago Morambo,“ the guide of Mrs. M. Н, 
Wallis, was asked a question on the subject of reincarnation, 
je made allusion to certain high spirits whose influence flowing 
д individual minds on earth might give rise to some of the 
ayperiences attributed to reimbodiment. He spoke of them as 
"the great Teaching Angels," and on Friday, the 2nd inst., at 
the Alliance Rooms, gave an address on these exalted souls and 
their ministry. 

He commenced by saying that the chain of life was an un- 
froken one from the lowest spheres to the highest. The rela- 
-fonship was continually maintained, although for the higher 
influences actively to affect the lower it was necessary that 
there should be some degree of response. When that response 
ms made by the awakening in dormant souls of the realisation 
oftheir latent possibilities, there was an ever-increasing expres- 
son of the influence radiated from the higher planes of life 
These exalted influences, however, were not apt to take the 
fom of direct and personal guidance of individuals, although 
when the degree of responsiveness was great, there might be 
wpereences interpreted by those who received them as some. 
thing inthe nature of special guidance. There were, of course, 
varying degrees of consciousness in these matters. Some would 
nspond unconsciously to influences which brought into their lives 
hintsand monitions towards better things ; others with a greater 
ee of conscious rapport would be able to trace these things 
‘Wspiritual source, although their ideas of its true nature 
might be erroneous. Who are these great Teaching Angels? 
Wis а question sometimes asked. Тһе reply was that they 
were mainly those who on earth had shown some great unfold- 
mentof mind and life which made them active workers for 
humanity, Some had, by the greatness of their gifts as 
reformers, leaders, seers, and thinkers, risen to fame on earth, 
but there were others who, although of true royalty of soul, had 
mate their earth pilgrimage, for the most part, unknown and 
unoticed, their physical environment giving them no full scope 
torthe powers they possessed. In the Beyond these powers found 
imition and they entered on the career they loved as ministers 
A servants of humanity. They radiated great impersonal 
influences which inspired, encouraged and guided those whose 
minds were in any degree of harmony with their own. There 
were medium spirits“ as well as“ spirit mediums,” and it was 
Through the mediating agency of such spirits that the influences 
ofthose in higher states were transmitted to the lower, reaching 
‘them in forms appropriately graduated to the benefit of each. 
The only barrier to the reception of these influences was the 
barrier of unfitness, consequent on lack of development, lack 

of power to respond to them. 
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í "BrnBY's ANNUAL."—It is surely one of life's little ironies 
that in the torrent of pamphlets and periodicals that even in 
these days still pour into our office one of the best of them 
lould, so far, have escaped attention. ^" Bibby's Annual” 
for 1917 is as beautiful a production as ever, full of illustra- 
ions, several in colour and artistic in every sense. Amongst 
‘the articles are The Art of Living," by Professor James Long; 
“The Re-marriage of Matter and Spirit,” by Mr. J. Arthur 
Hill; “ Reincarnation’s Answer to Life's Problems,” “India 
After the War," and “The Power of Thought,” by Clara M. 
Oodd; “The Hope of the World," by Lady Margaret Sackville; 
"Sir Edward Burne-Jones, Bart.,” by Sir Philip Burne-Jones 
his son). ‘This is to enumerate but a: few of many excellent 
features of varied interest, which, as will be noted, include 
matters that touch closely on our own subject. The price of thé 
‘Annual is but 18, 3d., or Is, Sd. post free from Messrs. Bibby 
nd Sons, Ltd., King Edward-street, Liverpool. It is edited by 
"Mr. Joseph Bibby, who. contributes an article, “ Your Part in 
Poverty," an incisive criticism of "the Socialist method of pro- 
ducing a millennium, as sot out ina book by Mr, George Lans- 
bury, the Labour leader, 
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STRANGE EXPERIENCES WITH MR. BERT REESE. 


Mrs, F. Arnold, of Primrose Hill, Bath, writes: 


The article on Bert Reese (p. 330) has carried me back to 
my own experience with him, and I feel that it wonld be of 
interest te your readers to hear of it, 

Some years ago I was returning to California from a trip to 
Europe, On a very hot July day I entered the express train 
in New York. 
previously engaged, when a strange man spoke to me, and said, 
" If you will come with me, you can have a seat on the end car, 
the coolest place to be in, this hot weather." I followed, not 
knowing why, with a sense of curiosity as to what place it was. 
I found the last car was called the Observation car. On the 
extreme end were placed five very comfortable reclining chairs. 
The stranger seated himself next to me and began a conversa- 
tion by saying he could tell me where I had purchased the gown 
I wore and what I had paid for it. I was very much annoyed 
with the man, and tried to discourage him. He noticed that I 
did not like it, and said, " I do not intend to annoy you, but I 
feel so interested in you that I would like to tell you many 
things which would help you.' 


The porter was placing my things in my seat, 


Then evidently to interest me, 
he said, "I will tell you your mother's name and all the names 
of your brothers and sisters and their birthdays," which he did, 

We had a twenty-four hours' journey before us before 
reaching Chicago, and I can safely say I spent all but eight 

hours of it listening to the most remarkable things. He 
advised me upon many matters, told me of something I was 
about to undertake and said he would prove to me in a few 
days that the person for whom I was doing it was quite un- 
worthy. This turned out quite true. 

He said, “ When we reach Chicago, you will find that the 
sleeping berth which was reserved for уоп has been given to а 
man with very defective eyes and blaek hair. He is going 
through to California. He isa very bad man and you must 
not allow him to speak to you. However, I will have the 
Company give you the berth." When we arrived at Chicago 
things were exactly as he had said. Bert Reese insisted that 
I be given the berth as I had arranged and the man was given 
the one opposite. 

To convince me that he had powers which could be used to 
help others he wrote out an investment he wished me to make, 
but added “ You won't do it." He advised me to putchase on 
a certain date some shares of cotton, sell them in three days, 
and buy some "Calls of Option," stating that by so doing I 

c When I arrived in Cali- 


wonld elear a large sum of money. 
When he had 


fornia I gave the paper to my husband to read. 
finished it his only comment was, " What rot!” 

The next day at breakfast he said, I have been thinking 
over that man's figures and can see that if there is a cotton 
famine it is possible to make some money, so I wish you would 
take this money (double the amount Reese had said), go to our 
broker, and do as Reese directs.” I saw the broker, who was a 
friend. He was most amused and declared that no one but the 
greatest gambler would touch the thing. As it was my first 
attempt at investment I went home with the money safe in my 
pocket, and felt very happy to have it there. I left the papers 
with the broker, ‘The next day he ‘phoned me and said I am 
sorry that I advised you as I did yesterday. After re-reading 
the notes Т am inclined to go for it, and wish you would." І 
retorted “A fool and his money!” On the dates mentioned in 
September we were most interested to find that the quotations 
in the papers were exactly as Reese had said they would be, 
and my friend made a million dollars. 

I think it would be of great interest to the readers of LIGHT 
to get from Mr. Reese a history of his early life, showing when 
this great power was manifested, for I remember how it in- 
terested me, and the longing I had to hear more. 

I have never met Bert Reese since that day, but have met 
many persons who have known him, and from one and all I 
have heard how his big heart is always open to those who 
need his help. And I am still living in the hope of some day 
meeting this man again. 


Tue Morives ror War.—At bottom the motives for war, 
and for the militarism that makes provision and preparation 
for war, are never derived from a spiritual interpretation of the 
universe; always from a partial and superficial materialistic 
view got through the bodily senses and through the intellect 
which is just the bodily senses developed into reason. The 
struggle between nations which is carried on with material 
weapons is, even at best, the old jungle-struggle simply lifted 
up on to the plane of self-consciousness, of sentiment, and of 
Scientific organisation. —J. Bruck Warraceg, in“ Brotherhood,” 
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THE SPIRIT’S ACTIVITY DURING SLEEP. 


By “Pax 


One night in 1911 1 could not sleep, а most unusual condi- 


tion, and at 1 a.m. heard unexpectedly a foreign friend's 
А i sonf “I die, 1 suffer As I had not 
been thinking of her, no anxiety about her, I asked 


answered that 


my guides what was nd they 


Mme, de P 


ist She lived 
then in the West-Contral district, and I had never seen her 


was ill, and that I must hea 


wm, bat I at once concentrated my thought on her On 
mentally opening the door of her chamber I was conscious of an 
empty bed on the right hand, and a thick mist all over the room 
too late for my 


Thinking that I was mistaken, the hour being 


friend not to be in bed, I gave up concentration of thought for 


prayer on her behalf and fell asleep, The next morning I went 
of at once to her lodgings, to find her absent ande well, 
according to the servant 1 wrote to her th arrating my 
experience, In her answer, Mme. de P told me 
misled, that she was working on a lecture at 1 a. m., and feeling 
very ill, she called t to me, wishing I were t to help her, 
and believed she used the words I heard As the fire was out, 
and she was "iey cold,” she got into bed, thinking what a 
terrible night lay before he ind і f anxiety about the 
lecture to be delivered at 1 St s had she la 
down than she felt as if soft a s were pla ve ind : 
her, and a sense of well-being and perfect health stole over her 
When she awoke at 5,30, she was quite well, and able to go 
about her duties without any difficulty 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


Mrs, Mary Davies, 


Srrk,—Our friends will have been delighted to read 
newspapers of the 26th ult. that Mrs. Mary Davies has 
eturned to the Ma 
Police Court for retria lhis is an event 
rtance Let 


equally successful at the rehear 


her appeal, and that her case has been 


borough 


i6 impo 


It seems to met 


the starting point of our agitation for 
crafts Acts, or at all events for obtair 
genume mediumship. Mrs. Mary L 
educated medium, has a considerabl Ё 
record of efficient, clean iones t 
ean be and was said about the ge y the 
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NOTES BY TI THE WAY. 


sometimes have reason to regret the difficulty of 
ling in Тлант the addresses given every week at the 
of the Alliance. As in thousands of other cases, fine 
full of interest and instruction, are limited to 
ho hear them, for the time and labour of putting 
hem. permanently on record are wanting. It is onerous 
К for an address which takes an hour to deliver will by 
ly accepted calculation occupy at least six times as 
ing to write out. It is our hope that the science of a 
ution will perform all such labour by mechanical 
р for we have never been of the opinion that 
of any kind is in itself a “curse.” Its purpose 
der of Nature is clearly to reduce the wear and 
of human brain, nerve and muscle. It has simply 
perverted to base ends, like so many other 1 5 
whi might have been devoted to the “service of life” i 
not been captured and exploited for the eat 
s of a few. But that is very much by the way. 
359 we gave a brief r/sumé of опе of the addresses 
we have alluded, the discourse through the 
ship of Mrs, M. Н, Wallis—a name honoured in 
| annals of Spiritualism—on “The Great Teaching 
Angels,” in itself a sufficient reply to the silly jibe that all 
which comes from the other side of life is 


* * * * 


‘ . n 
* drivel.” 


were struck by the point made in Mrs. Wallis’s 
ss that the highest influences which filter down to 
from exalted souls are of a large, impersonal 
oter—thought-atmospheres, “as it were, to which minds 
rth respond, according to their degree of harmony 
the influence radiated. If this were better under- 
l we should hear less of the ill-considered claims some- 
advanced of special guidance exerted in individual 
by those who bore great names on earth. Of course 
ities who (not without some colour of reason) ridicule 
tatements are in their own case equally at sea over 
he matter. When “John Doe and Richard Roe“ claim 
‘in E бл] communication with, let us say, Socrates 
nfueius, the claim may be less extravagant than it 
Spiritual laws infinitely transcend physical laws. 
may be degrees of response little known or suspected. 
attempt to limit these things to small personal 
leads to so much confusion. We have first to 
Doe and Roe may be 
- But if in the depths of their souls they have 
"1 of harmony with the great spirits of whose 
y talk (with, perhaps, quite innocent vanity), 


who is to say that they have not caught some gleam from 
the widely-diffused influences of the greater minds, inter- 
preting these in human fashion as an evidence of direct and 
special personal interest in themselves? 
far from being limited to Spiritualism. 


That error is very 
It is rampant in 

much more orthodox circles where some of the pettiest 
events of life are calmly attributed to some direct inter- 

position of the Deity Himself. 

* * 


* * 


An author, who has to his credit at least one important 
book, consulted us lately concerning his desire to publish 


a small anthology of communications from 


sources in order to rebut the ignorant statement that all 


psychic 


spirit communications are “drivel.” The times are not 
favourable to the publication of new books, or the reprint- 
ing of old ones. But certainly for such a book as was 
proposed there should be no lack of material—a good pro- 
portion of it is in print already in vavious forms for the 
information of critics who are not too blinded 
to consult them. 


comparatively uneducated men not only full of high think- 


by bigotry 
We have heard trance addresses from 
ing but of marked literary quality. Many years ago we sub 
mitted some passages from a trance address to the atten- 
tion of a fine literary critic, being careful not to disclose 
the source of the work. He praised it highly, analysing the 
fine quality of its English, its resonance and the perfect 
He supposed it to be a 
little 
imagining that it was simply an answer by a trance 


balance of each of its sentences. 
piece of careful writing by a talented author, 
speaker to a question from a member of the audience. 
We were young then, but knew enough of the world to 
understand how prejudice will warp the judgment of the 
ablest critic. A fine passage known to be the work of 
Ruskin, Pater or 
deserves, but if as fine a passage had no more dignified 


Newman would receive the praise it 


origin than the utterances of trance mediumship, how 
could we possibly expect any but the most fearless minds 


to find any merit in it! 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From “Тлонт” or NovEwnER 19тн, 1887.) 


The gipsies have apparently been prophesying to Von 
Moltke as well as to his Imperial master. The“ Echo" is 
responsible for the following: “A new anecdote is going the 
rounds about Moltke. It is related that the other day the old 
Field Marshal said, ‘I have a presentiment that my life will 
not, as I should wish, close in peace. In my youth it was fore- 
told to me that I should take part in three great wars. What- 
ever may happen let us all be ready to give our lives for the 
German Fatherland. " [Moltke took part in the Danish cam- 
paign, 1864, the war with Austria, 1866, and the Franco- 
German war, 1870.) 


We observe that provincial papers continue to dw ell on the 
possibilities of hypnotic suggestion. It seems to us that there 
are two sides to be considered. The first is the desperate risks 
incurred if the thing is real. If the thing is not real, on 
the contrary, and it is not so hard to simulate the hypnotio 
{г ance, then the doctors are on a false scent. 


—From “ Jottings 
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COMMUNICATION 
DEAD. 


AND 
THE 


CHURCH 
WITH 


THE 
у 


In an address under the above title, delivered to a large 
audience at the London residence of Lady Glenconner on the 
7th inst., the Rev. L. W. 


Church, Westminster) gave an admirable presentation of the 


Fearn (priest-in-charge of Christ 


attitude of the more advanced members of the Church towards 
psychic facts. Space does not permit just now of fhore than a 
résumé of the discourse, from which we extract the more impor- 
tant points. 

The speaker made it clear at the outset that he drew a dis- 
tinction between " communication” and ~ communion” with 
the spiritual world. The former related more to externals, the 
latter to the deeper spiritual side of the question, But in 
either case it was a matter to be pursued in a reverent manner. 
Psychic communication was an elementary portion of the vast 
body of social science of which a materialistic world was 
almost entirely ignorant. But he was convinced that we were 
on the verge of a great revelation of the true.meaning of much 
that had been a problem through all the ages. Psychic com- 
munication was of great importance at the present time not 
because of its intrinsic value only, but because it formed a 
preliminary part of the education of the human spirit. 

Dealing with the methods of communication, Mr. Fearn 
said that the idea that a great gulf was fixed between beings 
incarnate and beings discarnate was a mistake. It simply arose 
from humanity's self-imposed limitations. We were either 
ignorant of our own powers and potentialities or indifferent to 
them. 
some of those who accepted the phenomena of telepathy, 


We were stifled in matter and thus self-limited. Even 
hypnosis, suggestion and kindred matters drew an arbitrary and 
illogical line at those psychical facts which related to communi- 
cation with souls in the unseen world. Mind with mind, soul 
with soul, spirit with spirit, might meet, communicate, or blend, 
but only (these persons supposed) while they were in the 
physical body. Psychic communication, which aimed merely 
at extending the principle, was met with an objection which 
reduced the practice to what was vulgarly called 
hunting.” 

Mr. Fearn then proceeded to relate some deeply interesting 
experiences of his own in spiritual healing, showing how 


LI] 
spook 


spiritual powers were verified by a practical application of their 
principles, There were no differences in the application of those 
principles whether we were in full possession of conscious voli- 
tion and personality, partial possession as exemplified in trance, 
or whether there was complete suspension of life and conscious- 
ness which arose when the spirit was separated from its dense 
vehicle of matter. 

Dealing with the phenomena of psychism in the case of 
mediums, he emphasised the fact, familiar to students of the 
subject, that communications from the unseen were tinged, 
more or leas, by the personality of the psychic, Only in a few 
rare cases where psychics were highly developed and showed a 
considerable degree of selflessness was there comparative free- 
dom from this discolouration of spirit influences by the 
personality of the medium. 

In his opinion trance medinmship permitted the truest 
manifestations of spirit existence and identity, because of the 
suppression of the barriers imposed by the mental activities of 
the medium, 

Having deseribed the functions of the controlling spirit, 
who acted as intermediary or guide to those spirit intelligences 
who were unfamiliar with methods of communication with the 
earth, the speaker dealt with the question of spirit agency, un- 
hampered by these intermediary methods, acting directly on 
the consciousness of the instrument, This was more frequently 
associated with the action of advanced intelligences, because 
what they had to communicate was beyond the intelligence of 
the controls 

Tho qualifications for spirit communication were purity, 
honesty, right motive, These were the safeguards, He had 
soon many wonderful and beautiful results in. his examination of 
the subject, and he had seen others that were ugly and repulsive. 
In psychic investigation it might be said that a man got what 
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he went for—the response from the unseen world Was Very 
much in accord with his own spiritual condition, The moray 
curious, sensual person was apt to attract those who weld 
himself But those who went in the right pirit with the right 
intention might get the happiest results, and very often did. 


On the question of the dangers of spirit communication, 


Mr. Fearn said nothing was really interesting unless it was 
dangerous, The world beyond was a vast region and held un- 
developed souls as well as spirits highly evolved, wise and 
powerful. The lower doors opened the most readily, and we 
should be careful whom we admitted. There were many man. 
sions, or as the word should be translated, “halting places” 
for spirits between the earth and those supernal regions where 
dwelt the angelic hosts. But from the lower planes of spirit 
life and activity we should receive nothing harmful if we, ob- 
served the rules of pure motive, right conditions and right 
atmosphere. For these things he made а strong plea, and the 
whole question, he considered, should receive the earnest atten- 
tion of the Church, that the subject of spirit communication 
should be put on a sound basis, for the Church was the cus. 
todian of souls, answerable for them to its Master until after 
passing through all the ordeals and transitions through which 
spirits passed here and hereafter they ascended at last to Divine 
Union as partakers of the God-consciousness. Mediums, he held, 
should be carefully selected, systematically trained, and their 
powers guarded and cultivated. They should never have to 
work for money, but be paid a living wage, and removed from 
all the temptations of the competitive struggle for existence, 
Poverty and wrong conceptions of professional reputation 
were responsible for more than half the frauds and follies con- 
nected with mediumship. (Hear, hear.) 

In conclusion, Mr. Fearn said that psychie communication 
satisfied a legitimate human want, although it seldom satisfied 
a real need. Не had never met a person who was wholly satis- 
fied with psychic communications. There was something beyond 
—it was the deepest need of the awakened soul, the complete 
realisation of its Divine nature by spiritual communton, with 
which he proposed to deal in his next address. 

At the close, the speaker answered a number of written 


questions from the audience, 


CRITICISING A CRITIC. 


A SHARP ÁNALYSIS OF SOPHISTICAL ARGUMENTS, 


Dr. Montagu Lomax, of Prestwich, Lancs., has a very effen- 
tive rejoinder to Dr. Charles Mercier in the “ Medical Press“ 
of the 24th ult. “The whole question at issue between Dr, 
Mercier and Sir Oliver Lodge depends,” he says,“ upon two 
things: 1. What constitutes a fact? 2. What is its proper 
interpretation ? Dr. Mercier says—in fact, he is tired of saying 
—that he does not dispute Sir Oliver Lodge's facts, where they 
are facts. Не only disputes Sir Oliver Lodge's interpretations.’ 
Dr. Lomax repeats the question, What, then, constitutes a 
fact?“ 

Facts are things which exist or occur or which have existed 
or occurred. Establish this occurrence and you establish a fact. 
Dr. Mercier apparently would distinguish between a fact anda 
phenomenon, or appearance. But this is to confuse a fact with 
its interpretation. A phenomenon, by the very fact of its ap- 
pearance, is a fact though 16 may not be the kind of fact it 
appears to be. For facts are of two kinds— objective and sub. 
jective; and a phenomenon, while appearing to be an objective 
fact, may be in reality a subjective one. 


and replies :— 


It is obvious, then, that, where facts are concerned, every- 
thing depends upon the evidence, All that we need ask is: I, 
Did the facts occur, and what is the evidence for their occur 


renco? 2, What is the most reasonable interpretation we can 


place on them ? 


In the present controversy a crucial instance is Mrs, Piper's 
“communications” during her so-called “trances.” Hero is 
obviously а whole series of facts, There is first the fact of the 
“trance.” Was Mrs, Piper's a real trance or a simulated one! 
It is purely a question of evidence, Dr. Mercier obviously 
doubts the genuineness of the trance, and takes no pains to 
conceal it. He says he wasn't there, and that Sir Oliver Lodge 
"Look precious good care he wasn't"; and, further, implies 
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‘that because he wasn't there to verify it, those who were there 
- and. satisfied themselves of the genuineness of Mrs Piper's 
kance, Were probably incapable of doing so. Passing by the 
‘deplorable lack of good taste exhibited in such a statement, it 
sifices toremark that this, again, raises the question of evidence, 
Were those present competent to verify the alleged fact, or 
were they especially likely to be deceived ? . . . Let us suppose 
‘the fact of the “trance” established, there then remains the 
“question of the nature of the “ communications” said to be 
 meived, 

Assuming these communications to be evidentially proved 
there remains the question of their interpretation. 
ople there are only two alternative 
Spiritualistic and the telepathic. 


Of the two the Spiritualistic hypothesis seems at 
‘sight far the more reasonable, especially if for other reasons 
Ossible existence of spirits and the spirit-world is 
mitted. But upon these questions Dr. Mercier's attitude 
s to be more uncompromising than he admits, He says 
repared to accept facts, but evidently he does not accept 
acts. Why? Because he “was not there" and so 
not test the evidence, In other words he im- 
that he alone is competent to test the evidence or that 
e who were present are not. Now this contention 
ercier's will seem to most unbiassed people a very 
order,” but it is Dr. Mercier's " way," and the way of 
cientific opponents of Spiritualism. But it is certainly 
scientific way. It really amounts to this. Dr. 
dier will accept facts when they appear to him to be reason- 
able but not otherwise. Meanwhile, though confessedly unable 
toinyestigate the evidence adduced for these particular facts, 
evidence which has satisfied other scientific men, at least his 
n intelligence and scientific attainments, Dr. Mercier 
о accept the Spiritualistic interpretation of them. Не 
Wen dismisses it with a sneer as due to prepossession and 
ity. And he provides no alternative interpretation of 
„He fortifies himself in this attitude by saying that 
ts are not proved, and that until they are proved to his 
faction, interpretations are a mere waste of time. But here 
Ishould like to ask Dr. Mercier a question. What right has he 
8 y that “ what Sir О. Lodge calls facts асе not facts but 
sses and interpretations that he chooses to put upon 
05 And what right has he to refuse Sir O. Lodge's, or 
anyone else’s, interpretation of the facts, when he confesses 
the was “not there” to investigate them? If he was 
t there” and does not believe the testimony of those who 
ere,” how is he qualified to pass judgment upon the 
adduced in support of the alleged facts? The whole 
present controversy hinges upon two things—the evi- 
‘or the facts, and the interpretation of the evidence. If 
Dr. Mercier is not in a position to judge of either, the real 
“waste of time " consists in continuing to argue with him. 


For most 
interpretations, the 


“Жн 
d 


— SPIRITUALISM IN THE PRESS. 


‘the " Weekly Dispatch ” Mr. Max Pemberton tells an 
ing Story" of messages received by a mother from her 
oung officer of the Flying Corps, the medium being 
Mrs. Osborne Leonard. The young man’s description of life on 
the other side Mr. Pemberton finds of extraordinary interest, 
alt ugh, of course, such narratives have been frequently 
The notable feature to us is their general agreement, a 
noted by Sir A. Conan Doyle in his recent address. 

In the “Sunday Times” the correspondence on “ The 
World is continued, and reveals, as usual, the plenti- 
ik of information on the part of the critics, whose argu- 


are by consequence of the puerile order. On the afirma- 
de of the question is an admirably concise statement by 
friend the Rev. G. Vale Owen, of Orford Vicarage, War- 
ton, His reference to St. Paul's descripton of the varie- 
of mediumship ("spiritual gifts"), although familiar to 
of us, will probably startle and surprise some of the 
of the ' Sunday Times,” and set the opposition casting 
for some alternative explanation of the chapter in 


Withall is happy to acknowledge the following 
ial subscription towards the proposed testimonial to 
d Vout Peters :— 


EIGHT. 
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HERMITS, ASCETICS AND MONKS. 


In opening on the ЯЕ inst. the second of his series of 
lectures at the rooms of the Alliance on “The Origin of the 
Monastic and Mystical Orders,“ Dr. W. J. Vanstone depre- 


cated that his object was to advocate either 
monasticism or its opposite. 


any idea 
It was rather to point out that, 
whatever its failures and shortcomings, the monastic system 
stood for a valuable principle. The Neoplatonist philosophers 
sought to bring out into practical experience what they believed 
intellectual research should lead to—viz., the evolution of the 
spiritual in man, the latent powers of the soul and the attain- 
ment of God-conseiousness; and the quest of these Christians 
who were not philosophers had the self-same end. Referring 
back to the subject of his previous lecture, he said that among the 
early monks who associated with Anthony when Monachism 
evolved out of hermit asceticism, the most important was 
Pachomius, a native of Thebaid, of heathen origin, who 
was converted to Christianity in early life. Carried off 
as a conscript by the Roman Emperor's recruiting agents, 
he was treated with great eruelty. After his release he retired 
to a life of contemplation. Many others were drawn to join 
him, and he drew up a rule of life for these adherents—the first 
monastic rule committed to writing. Other monasteries grew 
up in the neighbourhood and before his death they had reached 
the surprising aggregate of seven thousand. The rule of 
Pachomius was observed for a long time, until superseded 
by that of St. Basil. The repute of these spiritual devotees 
extended, so that Chrysostom advised women to find a beautiful 
solitude in that Paradise of spiritual contemplation. There 
had been isolated cases of women hermits and ascetics before, 
but now they grew in numbers till Chrysostom said that in this 
Paradise were a thousand choirs of angels in human form. 
They were under the government of the sisters of both Anthony 
and Pachomius and sent down to posterity а fragrance of beau- 
tiful and gentle lives spent in deeds of charity and the tran- 
scription of the writings of the great Masters. Other great 
names of the period were those of Ammonius and Macarius, 
and then we came to that beautiful spirit, Hilarion. He was 
educated in Alexandria, but hearing of the fame of Anthony 
he retired to the deserts of Egypt to join him. Finding, how- 
ever, the contemplative life so frequently disturbed by the con- 
tinual flow of truthseekers from all parts of the world who 
came to inquire of Anthony, he settled at a place called Bad- 
joma, about seven miles from Gaza, where he cultivated a 
small plot and earned a poor living by making palm-leaf 
baskets. He evolved such healing power that soon his fame 
spread, and others sought to follow the same life with him: 
hence the formation of the monastery associated with his name. 
Such crowds continued to come for healing and instruction 
that finally he left his cell to wander in Babylon, Egypt, Sicily, 
Cyprus and many other parts, shedding everywhere a wonderful 
spiritual influence, ‘Turning from the East to the West, Mr. 
Vanstone finally referred to the part taken by the great 
Athanasius in founding Western monasticism and to the terrible 
discords of intellectual and theological warfare out of which 
came the well-known Athanasian creed, whose anathemas had 
been repeated during all the subsequent centuries. 


Mns. Mary Dis. —As we go to press we learn that this 
ease has terminated unsuceessfully for the defendant, Mr. 
Denman, the magistrate at Marlborough Street, ruling that 
evidence as to the reality of psychic faculties was irrelevant to 
the particular charges against her. 

Tus “ Christian Commonwealth” publishes in its issue of 
the 7th inst. a three-column review of Dr. Mercier's book on 
Sir Oliver Lodge, by Mr. J. Bruce Wallace, M.A., in which the 
reviewer goes thoroughly into the case for psychical research, 
and exposes Dr. Mercier’s many defects of knowledge on the 
subject. 

Тнк Dream Wortp.—Writing on “Dreams” in the 
current issue of “The Psychic Gazette," Mr. W. Н, Evans 
describes some of his recollected experiences of life on other 
planes during sleep, and dealing with waking dream or reverie, 
he writes: “I wonder... how much we really owe to the 
processes of subconscious mentation and how little to those of 
conscious effort ? Progress is only our self pushing out into 
the objective realm its own interior discoveries, All realms 
are plastic. We can mould them as we will, and if we wish it 
we can create the conditions we need to make heaven on earth. 


Tn reverie we have done this, It only needs the wedding of 
thought to action,” i 
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THE NEW REVELATION. 


ADDRESS BY Sin ARTHUR Conan DoyLE 
(Continued from page 358.) 


From this period until the time of the war he continued to 
mie attention to the subject. He had experience of one 
gm of stances with very amazing results, including several 
gimalisations seen in dim light. As, however, the medium 
detected in trickery shortly afterwards he wiped these of 
у as evidence. At the same time he thought the pre- 
mmpüon was very clear that in the case of some mediums 
Euspis Palladino they might be guilty of trickery when 
powers failed them, and yet at other times have very 
gits. Mediumship in its lowest forms was a purely 
Eit with no relation to morality. Eusapia was at 
S twice convicted of very clumsy and foolish fraud, but she 
al times sustained long examination under е 
condition at the hands of scientific committ | ) 
isome of the best names of France, Italy and England. 
be personally preferred to cut his experience with a 
ted medium out of his record. It was the custom of 
ts to assume that if we cut out the mediums 
Er into trouble we should have to cut out ne: 
evidence. But that was not the case. U p to the time 
incident he had never sat with a profe | 
Ш а yet he had certainly accumulated som 
medium of all, Mr. D. D. Home, sh 
omena in broad daylight, and was ready to submi 
fy test, and no charge of trickery was ever substantiated 
hm. So it was with many others. It 
when a public medium was a fai 
for amateur detectives and for чолп] гер‹ 
when һе was dealing with obscure elusive phenomena and 
б defend himself before juries and jud; as а rule, 
er nothing about the conditions which influenced the ү 
it would be wonderful if he could get through without 
tl 


as only fair to 


k for notoriety 


asonalscandal At the same time, the ch lle system of 
g by results—which was practically the present system, 
КЕШ а medium got no results he would soon get no pay- 
в а vicious one. It was only when I 
could be guaranteed an annuity whi 
ident of results that we could eliminate the s 
Е to substitute pretended phenomena wher 
m wanting 
far he had traced his process of 
И е war. It showed, he һо 
ity with which their opponents charge 3 
Ee felt, culpably slow in throwing what influence he 
ed into the scale of truth. Ё } f the 
might have drifted on for his 
, showing a sympathetic, but 
ade towards the whole subject, as if the 
personal thing such as the existence 
m controversy. The war br t 
d made them look more cl y ir ov 

their values. In the presence of an agonised world, 
every day of the deaths of the flower of the race in 


on whither their 


am mothers who had no clear concept 
Dats had gone, he realised that the subject with which he 
long dallied was not merely a study of a force outside 
of science, but was really something tremend 

g down of the walls between two worlds, a direct 
message from beyond, а call of hope and of guidance 
im гасе at the time of its deepest affliction. The 
mide of it ceased to interest him, for having made up 
that it was true there was an end of the matter. The 
ята side of it he saw to be of infinitely greater impor- 
fhe telephone bell was in itself а very childish affair, 
be the signal for а very vital message. It seemed 
all these phenomena, large and small, had been the 
which said to the human race: " Rouse yoar- 
d by: Be st attention! Неге are signs for y 

Я up to the message which God wishes to send 


It was the message, not the sig 


À new 


delivery 


still. in 


and how far some g 


+ 


pected hereafter, was more than he or any man 
f the physical phenomena lay in the 


real value o 


supported and gave objective reality to an 
knowledge which m | 
views, and must, when 


religion à v 


actual experience and fact. It was to this si 


he would now turn, mer 18 remarks 


bout personal experience had had some 


very ех 'eptional opp rtun iews which 


ts upon 


he had already form 
] so gain 
which 


һа ppeared 
iges Raymond, Mr. Arthur 


Professor Crawford's " Reality 


s Ear of Dionysius 


be sufficient to establish 
for any reasona nquirer. 
Before going into th 1estior f а new religious revela- 


very advance 


e new astronomy 


sed against Galvar 


ng them fort Surely a xen made s 
fte nd è " t be reg 1 + 
To thos 7 2 asix was st 
reading tw 

ft y clerz T was R 

Is Spiritualisn n ; dane f 
am bers о Q After Deat H ght 

t began t ake p wn vers 
of the first letters of sympat r ] was the 
late Archdeacon Wilbert 

He had spoken of a body of fresh doctrine. Whence did it 
amb? IR comb in the main throusb nente writing where 
the hand of the human medium was trolled, either by an 
alleged dead human being, as in the case of Miss Јаја Ames 


r by an alleged angel as in that of Mr. Staintor 


These written ‘ctenmenications were supplemented by a : 


number of trance utterances, and by the verba] messages < 


spirita, given through the lips of med s. Sometimes it bad 
even come by direct voices, as in the numerous cases detailed 
by Admiral Usborne Moore in his book The Voices Oh 
sionally, it had come through the family circle and table-tilting, 
as, for example, in the two cases he had previously detailed 
within his own experience. Sometimes, as in a case recorded by 
Mrs. de Morgan, it had through t and n і 
Now, of course, ther wer Е а nfronted with t 
moas objection v did t know thes 
were really from bey 1* How did t k Í 


was not consc 


um Barrett's " Threshold ot. 


LIGHT. 


or ahe was unconsoioualy writing them by his or hor own higher 


soll This was Thoy must have 


n porfootl juat oritioiam 
sims whioh they could toat before they acooptod nasortiona 
Stainton 


whioh they could not toat But if, as in tho case of 


Monos, with hia “Spirit Toaohings,” the dootrines whieh were 
maid to come from beyond wore necompaniod with a groat 
number of abnormal gifta—and Stainton Mosos was ono of 
the greatest; mediums in all ways that England. had ever 
regarded in a 


could tell Mr 


whioh ho 


dosorved to bo 
Amos 
earth. life of 
thoso 


produced Шоп the matter 
sorious light Again, if Mies Julia 
Stead things in her own 


could not have cognisance, and if things were 
shown, when tested, to be true, thon ono was more inclined to 
think that those things which could not bo tested woro truo 
also, Ор, опоо again, if Raymond could tell them of a photo 
graph, по сору of which had reached England, and whioh 
proved to be exactly as he doseribod it, and if ho could give 
them, through the lips of strangors, all sorts of details of his 
homo life, whioh his own relativos had to vorify before thoy 
found thom to be true, was іб unreasonable to suppose 
that ho was fairly accurate in his dosoription of his own 
experionoes and state of life at tho very moment at whioh he 


Arthur Hill. received 


mossages from folks of whom he had never heard, and after 


was communicating P Or when Mr. 


wards vorifiod their truth in every detail, was it nota fair infer 
опоо that the same people were speaking the truth when they 
dosoribed their present condition P The cases мого manifold, 
and his point was that the whole of the systom, from tho lowest 
physical phonomenon of a tablo-rap up to the most inspired 
utterance of a prophet, was one complete whole, each link 
attached to the next one, and that when the humbler end of 
that chain was placed in the hand of humanity, it was in order 
that they might, by diligence and reason, feel their way up it 
until they reached the revelation which waited in the end. 

It had been asserted by men for whose opinion he had a 
notably by Sir William Barrott—that Psychical 


Cortainly it was so, 


Чоор regard 
Rosearch was quite distinot from religion, 
in the senso that a man might be a very good psychical ro- 
searchor, but a very bad man, But the results of psychical 
research, the deductions which we might draw and tho lessons 
wo might learn, taught us of the continued life of the soul, of 
the nature of that life, and of how it was influenced by out 
conduct here, Lf this was distinot from religion, he confessed 
that he did not understand the distinction, To him it was 
roliglon—the vory essence of it, The question which faced them 
was, How did this religion bear upon the older organised reli- 
gions and philosophies Р 

The answer was, that to only one of those religions or philo- 
sophios was this now revelation absolutely fatal, That was to 
his own old creed of Materialism, He did not say this in any 
spirit of hostility to Materialists, who, so far as they were an 
organised body, were, he thought, аз earnest and moral as any 
other class, 

But the fact remained that 
could survive the destruction of the material organism, then 
the whole foundation of Materialism went, and the philosophy 


It was equally clear that 


if the human consciousness 


erected upon it fell to the ground, 
acceptance of the teachings which came from beyond the grave 
would tremendously modify the modern statement of Christ 
innity. It would correct many ideas which offended the reason 
of thoughtful observers, but it would confirm tho trath of some 
vital dogmas, ospecially that of lifo after death, It would 
prove tho disastrous results of evil doing, but would also show 
that those results were never irromediablo, It would confirm 
the idea of higher beings, those whom we call angels, and of an 
ever-asconding hierarchy, in which the Christ spirit finds its 
place, Tho New Revelation, then, while destructive of the 
vrrors in old beliefs, could be welcomed by the earnest souls of 
all ereoda as a Honven-sent ally rather than a diabolical enemy 

As to the direct effect of the Now Revelation on Christ 
lanity, although he shrank from hurting the religious suseepti- 


ry to be frank, Lt seemed 


bilities of anyone present, it was посо 
to him that Christianity, as presented to-day, must change or 
parish. The falling away of worshippers from the churehes meant 
that people were alienated bocanse they did not believe in. the 


November ШИТ 


truth of tho atatomonts presented to thom, No long as thoro w 


any " fall of man" in tho sonso usually assigned to the phir 


thoro was at lonst some sort of coherent schemo: but ҮТҮ 


boenmoe eortain that man hover really fallon, sinco wo coul 


trace an upward course fik the cave-man and tho drift-man 


large part of the Christin: tom of salvation disappoarod 


Dealing with the commanioations from the noxt atate on thy 


subject of Christianity, the turer pointed out that opinio 


was not uniform thoro any more than hove, but tho most 


thoy received amounted im sum to this, hove wore many hi 


spirita in tho next world High above all tho домо у 


the spirits of whom they had cognisanco was tho Christ Hi 
especial саго was the oarth Но came down upon it ata tin 
of great depravity, in order to give tho people the oxamploan] 


teaching of a perfect life, Thon Но returned to His own lij 


station, having left an example which was still oovasionally | 
lowed That was the story of Christ as spirits had dosorily 
ib, If n great Spirit camo опоо, might ho not come agani 
Wo could do with such a Spirit in London now, But wolf 
his fate bo vory different to-day There would bo no org 
fixion singe we lived in a milder ago, But could we be cortal 
that some Pontius Pilate in a police-court would not be son) 


puzzled as to whether he should not be indicted under ty 


Blasphemy Act as unsettling the old religion or under th 


Vagranoy Act аз a prophet and a medium 


(To be continued, ) 


“ COINCIDENCES.” 


Hudson, of St. Cuthbert's, Вакар 


Mr, Morris 
writos ; 

I wish to describe four “ coincidences” which happened! 
mo on October 21st, Writing to an American friend on Sip 
day morning, the 21st inst, 1 quoted the two romarkal 
prophecies in " Locksley Hall," written about seventy years ag 
of the “airy navies grappling in the central blue” and of th 
"hungry people”; 1 referred to tho feverish efforts of th 
Germans to bring the war to a crisis before America had о f 
to throw her sword into the scale with decisive effect, am 
thon I suid that tho publie were ignorant of tho true stati 
of affairs at tho various war fronts, and that both sila 
practised an economy of truth; and, lastly, I quoted the Till 
phrase, “full measure, pressed shaken together, a 
punning over," After Y had written my lottor, I turned li 
the “Sunday Times,” and there I read, in a spoech by 100 
Finlay, my very words about Amorica’s part in tho Wü 
except that he said cast instead of throw, Nax, in Ur 
" Sunday Pictorial,” I read in one of its spooial artia 
that the Foreign Office practised an economy of truth; in th 
“Times” of Monday, in an article by Lord Northolillo, itm 
lated that Mr. Ford, the motor-maker, drow his attention to thi 
prophecies in ^ Locksley Hall”; and in the report oli 
speech by Mr. Bonar Law I read that ho used Ùi 
words "full measure, pressed down and running over,” Gom 
уолга ago, one Sunday, at four o'clock p.m, 1 remarked to m 
wife; “These words have just como into my mind, When 
I take my walks abroad, how many poor 1 seo’; how qui 
they nre! Wero the verses written now they would boa 
pressed differently," Curiously enough, next Wednosday! 
" Punch " contained this verse, expressed differently: “Whon 
I take my walks abroad, How many poor I see, And ‘vos [nev 
speaks to them, They never speaks to mo "! This may sem? 
very trivial to you, so I'll not inflict any moro on you, оӣ 
L have one or two strange ones, 1 cannot help thinking then! 
a species of telepathy at work to causo such coincident 
With me they are frequent, 


down, 


Somewhere in one of his “ Breakfast Table” books OlM 
Wendell Holmes discusses coincidences of this kind and g 
at least one extraordinary instance in his own experience W 
are far from regarding the examples Mr. Hudson give # 
necessarily trivial, because they form part of so largo a body! 
experience, We meet theso coincidences all the timo in 
own work, and some of them aro so curious that wo are faint 
think there must be some telepathic explanation, Let us ge 
№ clorival frie 


resident in the provinces tells un that on several occasions ie 


one or two instances out of hundroda, 


have come into his mind for a humorous sketoh (in two o 
he selected episodes from Dickens) and that before he had M 


time to elaborate them the ideas had baon worked np 4p 


yovembor 17, 1917.) 


(ШИ һу un and had appeared in Towe shortly aftorwards 
hoy Wor uch oub-of-tho-way episodes that ordinary. coinci 
jum doomed to be out of the question GU seoms at timos as 
ТТ vortain. ideas ov phrasos wore "in the mir”), M 
mod any confirmation of our. friend's statement. it 

{шї to us soon after, Carroll's 
її! the Looking Glass” ono evening, we Jingoved over 
ngo dealing with the White Knight's " Rulos of Combat,” 
mod to furnish an idea for a jost on current criticism of 
wl {б aubjoots, On tho following morning we received a 
Kor from our contributor in which he remarked, “Like the 
White Koight, I have my rulos of combat,” It is the cumulative 
motor of those things which makos thom so significant 


Wo 
Wis 


Looking over Lowis 


us THE 


SPIRIT THEORY 

SOLUTION ? 
‘Tho lottor from Sir Oliver Lodge in Lang of tho 3rd inst, 
їйї the above title, giving вото criticism received from a 
onopondont on tho subject of Mr, Richard Wilkinson's article 
ntlo “London Magazino,” has olicitod sovoral roplios, a first 
їшї of which we give horo ; 


THE ONLY 


Bv V. C. ичи», 


“Tt was woll observed by the late Dr, W. B, Carpenter that 
ow and Ataitling facts, however well attested, aro often 
JW ad boenuse thoy aro held to be opposed to the indisputable 
Моп of science; hence peoplo find that there is no place 
[ү {йө fabrie of their thought into which such facts can be 
їшї andl unbil such а place is made for them, further evidence 
me nature is usoloss," So wrote Dr, Alfred Russol 
Io LGD, F. R. S., in his Introduction to “ Psychic Philo- 
йу! of which he says that “it overcomes this initial difi- 
ally by showing that the facts of Psychic Research and 
Modi u Spiritualism are really іп harmony with the most 
Ио conclusions of science, and especially with modern 
ns as to the constitution of matter and ether,” 
Allee is an uncompromising adherent of the spirit 
and insists that the value of any theory lies in tho 
‘of experimental and historical facts which it har- 
Discussions on a single set of phenomena, such as 
recorded. by Mr. Wilkinson, and eritieised in the letter 
Hoh Sir Oliver Lodge sends to Lrarrr of tho Ard inst., may go 
WM Without ond; they are the counterpart of the old dialectical 
Оо on the possible meanings of Biblical texts. 
The trua method in this, ns in all subjects, is experimental ; 
if for those whose position does not allow of personal experi- 
it, ib is tho Comparison of tho records by reliable experi- 
] Argument whether “unconscious corebration” or 
night-transference may not account for a single group of 
Il never reach any definite conclusion, 
Tho natural order of inquiry is : 


Г Objective physieal phenomena : Sir William Crookes, tho 
den Dialectical Society, and very many independent 
NT rimonters, of whom the last is Mr, W. J. Crawford, J. Se., 
W shown that physical phonomena—raps, apparitions, 
Miterialisntions, transfor of enorgy and matter, writing, and 
trability of mattor, uro objoetively real, that they ave 
intolligonoo, and show personality, 
Histovioal: Tho porsistonco of porsonality harmonises the 
8) instances of post-mortem appearances and mossages 
ny Piblical incidents, Ut gives a basis for both Eastern 
torn metaphysics, and makos thom for the first time 
aiment! scionco, Lb covers an immonse varioty of facts 
їй thought-transforence not only is unequal to explain, but 
not ovon touch, 
„ Critical comparison of the matters writton : Tho rosult 
Пао experiment, or the comparison of groat numbers of 
ngos, loads, E think invariably, to the conviction that 
ome from intelligences which are unseen only because 
Payos are not fitted to porcoive eloctrivity, magnetism, heat, 
ого substance whatever, 


HU 


| 
ny etl 
„ Mochanioal payohio telegraphy ; which is still in the 
m y experimental stage, 

inference from oach group of facta is that tho 
of the human race, which has found expression 
igions, is vindicated; that Spirit is the Reality 
h if the Soureo of all Law, physical and moral; that 
mall porsonal souls survive death, a fortior Christ 
that “now” truths ave only new in the sonso that 
ly opened to them; and that thought-transference 
of the faoultios of the human spirit, embodied or 
Tho only theory which fairly covers all tho 


ТСТ 
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objeetivo facts and the historical evidence is that the souls of 
those we have loved are to be belioved when they tell us that 
thoy ave prosent with us and love us better, bocauso more dig- 
corpingly, than when they were in the body ; that Spirit is the 
Romlity which moulds not only Nature, but nations; the origin 
and the maintainer not only of Natural, but of Moral Law; that 
Spirit is, for us, the ultimate Causo, God is Spirit and God ія 
Lovo, tho First and the Last, the Supreme Reality, not only 
tvanscondont to the world, but immanent in its smalloat 
particle; and is therefore accessible to us in the humblost 
particulars, 

It is a painful experience for those who would fain leave the 
phonomena and go on to what the phenomena should teach, to 
tho great lossons of tho constitution and course of Nature, and 
to the still higher probloms of human life, to be arrested on the 
threshold by demands for tost after tost, Each test once stated 
as docisive is given, and yet оп the part of the general. public 
and from every novico thoro is a fresh demand for more 
evidence, Every test which human ingenuity can devise is 
supplied, and still from indifference, frivolity, or the materialism 
that disbelioves, not because of intellectual inability, but from 
avorsion to a changod basis of life, comes always the same cry 
for still anothor proof, which in its turn is relegated to oblivion, 

Lot those who would understand, read the oxisting evidence 
with toachable minds and defer critical objections till they 
live considered the groat bulk of evidence now abundantly 
available, 


By Miss Н, А, DALLAS, 


The alternative explanations suggested by Sir Oliver 
Lodge's correspondent are, as he says, just those which all 
critical students have had to encounter. If they have rejected 
thom it is because further experience has convinced them that 
they are inadequate to account for all the facts; also, perhaps, 
boenuse they have discovered that а fallacy has lain at the root 
of their method of approaching the question of evidence, 
They sought for proofs which would amount to mathematical 
certainty, Which should make it impossible for anyone to reject 
the Spiritistie explanation, which should compel acceptance ; 
this sort of proof in a matter of this nature will probably 
never be forthcoming. 16 will, I think, always be possible to 
plead that “our minds and their powers” being “still so 
unknown to us,” any interpretation we may put upon faets of 
experience connected with mediumship may be erroneous, In 
this, as in so many other matters, it is very important to forma 
just estimate of the kind of proof which we have a right to 
expect, and also to cultivate in ourselves the faculty of dis- 
cernment which will enable us to recognise what are the most 
important factors which should determine our interpretation 
of the facts, In all art, in all studies, in all life, a sense of 
relative values is a prime necessity, if we are to advance; with. 
out it we cannot make headway, we arrive nowhere. 

In my opinion the most convincing feature in tho evidence 
for survival and communication which comes through medium- 
ship lies in the purposeful, selective character of the communi- 
cations, It is not so much a question whether this incident or 
that might possibly be explained by thought-transferenee, or 
by some such hypothesis, as whether, taken as a whole, we can 
find in the experiences. proof of an intelligent: purpose direct- 
ing and seloeting with a definite aim, When once this has 
become clearly discornible, tho student is in a position to osti- 
mato individual pieces of evidence much more truly, and scion- 
tilioally, than he can do before ho has had autlicient facts under 
survey to enable him to got a wide grasp of tho subject and to 

form his conclusions on broad lines, If the evidence for this 
purposoful aim in the exporienees wore lacking altogether, or 
wore feeble and unconvincing, no amount of striking experi- 
ences would bo likely to satisfy him that the spirit hypothesis 
is tho truo explanation : ho would withhold assont, Tho valuo 
and significance of individual incidents can be best appreciated 
in the light of tho effect produced by tho experiences as a 
whole and tho recognition of the dogroe in which they indicate 
purpose, or, as the poet might express it, " toil co-oporant to 
an end,” 

"Phe ditlieulty of Sir Oliver's correspondent is to eliminato 
tho telopathio thoory which it is supposed might account for 
evory Communication as the product of incarnate minds, Tho 
instanoo of the discovery of the bent penny which Mr, 
Wilkinson's son wished his parents to find sooms to exclude 
this theory. Of tho existence of this coin tho sitters had no 
knowledge at the time when. the “Drongo object” was dosig- 
nated, and the young soldier expressed. a wish that his mother 
should find it and wear it, "Того aro, as students know, many 
oasos of information being ‘givon which was entirely unknown 
to those who received it through the medium, 

L should like hore to mention a striking test which | 
received with a friend of mine a few wooks ago. 
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After what I have said no one will suppose that I intend to 
claim that this test compels conviction any more than others. 
Whilst, however, it does not compel it, it isto my mind a very 
impressive incident, corroborating forcibly the belief at which 
some of us have arrived as the result of careful study of a very 
large bulk of cumulative evidence. 

I went with a friend in September of this year to have a 
table sitting with Mrs. Osborne Leonard. I took notes with 
my right hand whilst keeping my left hand on the table. I will 
briefly summarise the results, 

My friend was a stranger to Mrs. Leonard, and the latter 
had never entered her house. My friend was given to under- 
stand that her father and mother were present and the name 
of a favourite aunt was partly spelled ont. She was then 
reminded by her father that an anniversary was near; this 
was correct. Her mother’s birthday had just passed. A fairly 
long sentence was then spelled out to the effect that her friends 
wanted to give a test; this was not asked for, it was 
volunteered. 

By answers to our questions and by tilts we were told to 
look for a book in the bookcase in the dining-room of my 
friend's house (some miles away in the country), We were 
to find the third shelf and to count from the right-hand corner 
to the fourth book; on page 12, half way down the page, we 
should find "a message from Mother referring to past.” My 
friend asked whether the book was her father’s. She was told 
“No, mother’s.” 

My friend assures me that she had no notion at all what 
book she might find; most of her mother's books are not kept 
in that room, and when this bookcase was last spring-cleaned 
she did not herself replace the books. The bookcase in the 
dining-room is a large one; it is a big, slightly projecting, 
central case, with two smaller wings. My friend examined the 
central case, counting as directed. The fourth book on the third 
shelf (the tbird shelf was the same whether reckoned from top 
or bottom) proved to be an old book of prayers in a sombre, 
unobtrusive cover, which had been her mother's, and had come 
to her mother from her mother's father; hence it had not been 
her father's book at all. On page 12 we found a hymn which 
my friend had often repeated to her mother as a child. There- 
fore, it was correct to say that it referred to “past.” The 
verse half-way down the page was as follows, and I think it 
will be admitted that it conveys a message of comfort in these 
dark days of trouble :— 

Een the hour that darkest seemeth 
Will His changeless goodness prove ; 
From the mist His brightness streameth, 
God is Wisdom, God is Love." 


When we remember that the directions which enabled us to 
find this " message " were conveyed through the tiltings of a 
table with a medium who had never seen my friend, or entered 
her house, I think the test was remarkably good. 

At my request my friend examined the fourth book on 
other shelves, but none of these was her mother's, It rests with 
the student to decide which interpretation is most likely to be 
correct, telepathy from my friend who did not consciously know 
this book was in that spot, or chance coincidence, or what it 
claims to be, a message from her mother, who had already been 
identified by the reference to her anniversary. 

I am glad to relate the incident not merely as a good test, 
but also because I think that the message, to be of good cheer 
and to trust the Divine wisdom and love when clouds darken 
our sky, is one which may come home with comfort to others 
besides those to whom it was thus given. It is through mother- 
love that the Divine love speaks most powerfully both to children 
and to grown men and women; it is natural and fitting that 
this message should have been given by "referring to past" 
days, when, in simple words, this great lesson of trust and the 
assurance of God's wisdom and love over-ruling all events 
liad first been taught by this mother to her child. 

Further articles and letters on this subject will appear 
next week, 


Von Newcomens.—Lionr of the 27th ult. is especially 
suitable for inquirers, and we have still some copies available for 
those who desire them. 

OnrrvAnv,—In Miss J, Morris, who passed to the higher 
life on the 5th inst., Spiritualism in London loses one of its 
most unselfish and indefatigable workers, For many years, 
from quite its early days, Miss Morris was associated with the 
maintenance and development of the Battersea Lyceum, and 
until the commencement of her illness, now about віх months 
ago, she was a frequent speaker for the London and Southern 
Counties’ Union. Latterly she was a member of the Totten- 
ham Lyceum, and a vice-president and member of the Executive 
ofthe Tottenham Spiritual Progressive Church. The faneral 
took place at Tottenham Cemetery on the 9th inst, 


[November 17, 1917, 


THE AMERICAN SPIRITUALISTS' CONVENTION, 


Advices just received from New York show that the twenty, 
American National Spiritualists 
ballroom of the Waldorf, 


fifth annual convention of the 
Association, held in the beautiful 

Astoria Hotel, New York City (from September 25th to 30th), | 
was attended by thousands of delegates from all parts of the | 
taken at all the meetings by tho 
Mediumship as affected by 


country, the chair being 
President, Dr, George B. Warne. ) 
recent legislation was discussed at considerable length. Speakers 
strongly condemned the practice now obtaining of the State 
or municipality licensing mediumship as if it were a business 
occupation, and claimed that the law ought on the contrary to 
treat it 
legal restraint and regulation except such as was demanded by 
Instructions were given | 


as a spiritual function or power, exempt from all 


publie morality, safety, and welfare. 
for the immediate preparation of a plan for a National Memo. | 
rial Temple to be erected at Washington, the hope being 
expressed that the special committee appointed to supervise 
the work would be able to raise sufficient funds to commente 
operations by laying the corner-stone in the coming year. The 
association resolved on the establishment of a new department, 
the Bureau of Evidence, the purpose of which would be to 
collect, classify, catalogue, and systematically arrange in the 
interests of the scientific aspect of Spiritualism, exhibits and 
mediumistic phenomena, 


sworn evidence of well-defined 
“Founder's Day," the fourth Sunday in January, the day set | 
apart in honour of Andrew Jackson Davis, was fixed upon as : 
propaganda day, when a special appeal will be made for | 
propaganda work. Тһе following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year: President, Dr. Geo. B. Warne; vice-president, 
Mr. Jos. P. Whitwell; secretary, Mr. Geo. W. Kates ; treasurer, 
Mr. C. L. Stevens; trustees, Mrs. E.Harlow Goetz, and Messrs, 
A.M. Griffen, I. C. I. Evans, Dell A. Herrick and Mark A, 
Barwise; National Superintendent of Lyceums, Mrs. Anna L, 
Gillespie. It was decided to hold next year's Convention in 
St. Louis. 


SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, NOV. 11th, е 


MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION.—Steinway Hill, 
Lower Seymour-street, W. I. Mrs. Mary Davies, address, “Tho 
Immortality of the Soul,” and clairvoyance ; pianoforte selec- 
tions by Mr. H. Field.—77, New O.xford-street, W.C. 1,—5th 
inst., Mr. A. Vout Peters, evidential clairvoyance, For Sunday 
next see front page.—G. C. 

Гохрох SPIRITUAL Mission: 138, Pembridge Place, Bayt 
water, N. —Miss Violet Burton on “ The Garment of Sorrow"; 
Dr. W. J. Vanstone on " Spiritualism in Mahomedanism,” For 
Sunday next, see front page.—I. R. 

Оновон оғ Нанаев Mysticism: 22, Princes-street, Caven- 
dish-square, W.—lmpressive addresses by Mrs, Fairclough 
Smith: Morning on “Spiritual Guidance”; evening on 
“Thoughts are Things.” For Sunday next, see front page, 

WIMBLEDON SprnrrUALI8T Missron.—Enlightening address 
by Miss Violet Burton, For prospective announcements se 
front page.-—R. А B. 

RzgADING,—SPriRITUAL Mission, 16, BrAGRAVE-STRERT.— 
Services 11.30 a.m. and 6,45 p.m.; addresses by Miss Felicia 
Seateherd much appreciated. Sunday next, Mrs. M. Н, Wallis, 

Forget Gare, E.—EARLHAM HALL, EAnLHAM GnoYE— 
Excellent address by Mr. Lund, " Church Clothes.” Sunday 
next, 6.30, Room 13, Mr. Symons. 

CnovpoN.—GyMNASIUM HALL, 
the President; evening, Mr. H. Ernest Hunt. 
at II, service and circle, At 5.15 p.m., organ recital, 
Mr. Robert. King. 

Вмантох SPIRITUAL Migs8roN.—1, Upper NonrH-STREÍ 
(close to Clock Tower).—Sunday next, 11 a.m. and 7 pn, 
Mr. H. Boddington, addresses; 8 p.m., Lyceum. Friday, 
8 p.m., publie meeting for inquirers.—R. G. 

OrLAPHAM,—AnJ01NING. REFORM Cron, Sr. LUKR'8-hOAD, 
Hran-srngET, CLAPHAM, S.W.—Sunday next, at 7 p.m., oponing 
of new church, Speakers, Mrs. Neville, Mrs. Annie Boddington, 
Mr, Williams ; soloists, Miss Nelly Dimmick and Mrs, Godley. 

CaAMBERWELL NRw-noAD.— Surrey Masonio Harn- 


Hion-svnEET,— Morning, 
Sunday next, 
At 0,80 


Morning and evening, helpful addresses and good clairvoyance 
by Mr. Horace Leaf. Sunday next, 11 a.m., Mrs. Mary Gordon; 
6,30 p.m, Dr. Vanstone.— F. J. B. 

Woorwion AND PLUMBTEAD.— PERSEVERANOR Hatt, VILIAR- 
ROAD, PrUMBSTRAD,—Mrs. Mary Gordon, address on “Reality,” 
and clairvoyance. Sunday next, London District Lyceum 
Council, at 3 and 7.—J. M. P, 


* 
waht: — 


Qing 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research. 


“Ligur! Монк Lieut !”— Goethe, “t WHATSOEVER porn MAKE MANIFEST IS LiGHT!”—Paul, * 
^ 1024, — Vor. XXXVII. [Registered as] Sarurpay, NovEMBER 24, 1917. [a Newspaper.] NIE 
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mdon Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., | QUEEN’S HALL (SMALL), 

110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2 | Langham Place, W. 
—̃ ваии 7 5 (SOLE LESSEES: Messrs, CHAPPELL AND Co., тр.) 

Prog ramme of Meetings for the Coming Week, 
АҮ bender 27th, at 3 p.m.— SUN DAY LECTU RES 

For Members ONLY. r | * 

Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions. ON | Е 
No admission after 3 o'clock. TH EO © О Р HY 
E a 
ПЕРА, November 29th— | = 
For Members and Associates only. | November 25th, at 7 p.m. “THE DAWN OF THE NEW AGE." 


Miss В. Dx Мовмаҳх. 

E. December 2nd, at 7 p.m. "THE MYSTERY OF MATTER. 
2 embers and Associates Free; Visitors, 1s. Мв. D. №. DuNior. 

А . Мв. W. J. VANSTONE. December 9th, at 7 p.m. “THE MEANING OF COLOURS,’ 
оте оп“ нгаб and the is UE TEUER Миз. DOROTHY GRENSIDE. 


Ше... -. Meeting for Devotional Contemplation. 


DAY Eee: 30th, at 3 50 p.m.— Further particulars may be obtained from the Organising 
Members and Associates Free ; Visitors, Is. Secretary, 19, Tavistock Square, W.C. 1 


pirit Control XU te Mrs. М. H. Waris. ADMISSION FREE. 


How the Disadvantages of Premature Death are Overcome." 


0 riptions of new Members and Associates elected after IS SPI RIT U A LISM OF THE D EVIL ? 


"taken as for the remainder of the present year and the By the Rev. F. FIELDING-OULD, M.A. 
(Vicar of Christ Church, Albany St., N. W.). | 


Subscription to December 31st, 1918, 
ne Guinea. ASSOCIATES, Half-a-Guinea. | 


With an Introduction by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 


Price 21d. post free, or 2/3 per dozen. 


riiculura regarding the work of the Alliance apply to 


rey, : OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2. 


E. ттуу CNP Net CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
EBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., (Church of Higher Mysticism). 


— STEINWAY HALL, The London Academy of Music, 
aymour Street, Portman Square, W. I. 22 Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W. 

AY EVENING NEXT, ar 6.30 рм. SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2578. 

E Wo Admission after 6.40 p.m. Annar АЫ + ад 

MRS E. A. CANNOCK At 11 a.m. : Mars. FaigCLOCGH Suta. 
5 z Ч - ч Inspir ational Address. 

December 2nd.—Mrs. M. Н. Wallis А 6.30p.m. ... 2 Б > , Р Ад Mrs. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH, 
e to all. Admission Free. Collection. Inspirational Address 


Within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge’s, Oxford St., - Sera ep and ne: pu Ea pertum. | 
s from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations. Every Weduesday, at 330 and 730 p.m., Lectures by Mes. | 
and inquirers are invited to join the. Association. Farrovover Surra at 30, York Street, Baker Street, W | | 


Т EDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
ugh Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 


SUNDAY NEXT, NOVEMBER 251. SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25 rn. 
Service e «sss MR. GEO. PRIOR. | At 11 a.m. tet cc Pack du do n d PRIOR; 


300 6, Mr. W. S. Hendry. From Sto | ^° 5.30 P- m. een TYNER. 
rd A, Bush attends to give information about the WEDNESDAY, NOY EMBER ?2srnH, AT 7.30 P.M, uin 
ritualism, cere welcomed. Wednesday Next, MR. HORACE LEAF. | 
ЧҮАТ KH Note alteration of time on Sunday eve Шш, | 
2 AL NOTICE TO FOREIGN W. T. STEAD BORDERLAND LIBRARY а. BUREAU, 
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to remind our subscribers in foreign and neutral | Holds Meetings every THURSDAY AFTERNOON at 3.30 p.m, at 
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ight” for 1918, which are payable in Мт that Thursday, November 20th ^... . MR. A. VOUT PETERS. | 
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GIAN'TS IN HEALTH. 


By the use of the impl trument called the 
VITIC ROD one may al t re-create a nerve-racked body. This 
ittle instrument has already revolutionised the lives of menand women 
ver е ght them a new Кіпа of health, 
rength, en ] success l'hose once all nerves and 
et y life and say it is worth living 
In connection with the invest on of spiritual phenomena the strain 
nd fatigue to which the nervous system is subjected can be at once 
remedied by ı he VITIC ROD. Neither medium nor sitter 
Н hould be without one. 
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IN 5OX COMPLETE 
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)rdera outside the British Isles must be accompanied by 6d. extra for postage. 


Money willingly returned if not proved satisfactory after a week's trial. 


All letters shoul 


Id bx addressed 
The Vitic Co., 30, St. Ann Street, 


MANCHESTER. 
SIX WONDERFUL BOOKS. 


CLAIRVOYANCE AND CRYSTAL GAZING, 

PRACTICAL PSYCHOMETRY 

MEDICAL HYPNOTISM AND SUGGESTION 

HOW TO CONVERSE WITH SPIRIT FRIENDS. 
PERSONAL MAGNETISM AND WILL POWER. 

TABLE RAPPING AND AUTOMATIC WRITING. 

‘Price 6d. each; post Iree 74. N.B.—Each book contains a full course of lessons, 
Address all orders to 


A. VERNER, 15, Vernon Street, BOLTON, ENGLAND. 


THE SPIRITUALIST EDUCATION COUNCIL. 


Third Course of Lectures and Classes. 
77, NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.C. 


Wednesday, November 28th, and December 5th— 
Exits Т. Power, D. Sc, LL.B 


Developing Classes, 6.30; Lecture, 7.45; Psycho-Therapeutic 
Class, Friday, 7 p.m. (course tickets only). 


Course tickets (12 lectures. &c.), 78. d. Term tickets (4 lectures, 
Ko.). За. Single lectures. 1s. At door, or from Hon. Sec., Horace Leaf, 
11, Westbourne Gardens, Bayswater, Londoo, W. 2. 


THE PATH OF PROGRESSION. 


(The Ancient Wisdom.) 
Evolution of Spiritual Consciousness and Faculties. 
Orientation in the Finer Worlds. 


Personally written lessons weekly. photographically illustrated, 
2s. each. 
W. HARRIS, 5, Brook Hill Road, Ward End, 
Birmingham. 


\Psycho-Therapeutic Society, Ltd., 26, Red Lion- 
square, London. W.O, 1 (nearest Tube Station, Holborn). Free 
Healing Mondays and Fridays, 2 to b p.m.: Wednesdays, 5 to 8 p.m. 
Special Diagnosis, Fridays, by appointment (small fee according to 
means). In 1916 nearly 2,000 treatments were given with excellent 
resulta. Donations earnestly solicited, and membership (£1 1s. per 
annum) invited, entitling free admission to lectures and use f large 
library. Soldiers specially invited. Apply Hon. Sec. 


r when in London should stay at 
Hunstanton House, 18, Endsleigh-gardens, London, N.W. (2 
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes St. Pancras and King’s Cross); 
central for all parts; perfect sanitation, Terms: 4s. Bed and Break- 
fast; no charge for attendance, Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley 
Watts, Prcprietress, 


Rooke by J. Hewat McKenzie.—“ Spirit Inter- 


course: Its Theory and Practice.” Cloth, 234 pages. 2s. 114. 
ost free. First Steps to Spirit Intercourse.” 34d. post free. „If a 
Soldier Die, Shall he Live Again?" 24d. post free rom Office of 
Lianx, 110, St. Martin's-lane, WO. 2. : ‘ + mu 
(ia Boards and Crystals are not obtainable 
until after the war, the makers being now on war work. è 2" n pirit 
Identity," Spirit Teachings,” and ‘* Wallis’s Guide to Mediumship 
are at present out of print. 


Карцана (furnished) close to Russell Square, 
4 Electric light; bath. hot and cold; n 
Hunter-street, Brunswick Square, Bloomsbury, 0.1 

"('rative Suggestion,” by Robert McAllan. 


Explains how hypnotic suggestion nota, with evidence showing 
ite value in treating moral, men physical and nervous disorders, 
as Insomnia, Neurasthenis, &c.; free by post from the a author, 
Regent House, Regent-street, London, W. I, and Croydon. 
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110, ST. MARTIN'8 LANE, W.C. ! 


LIMITED BY GUARANTEE, 
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Established 1884. Incorporated 


By the Memorandum of Association the Member 
from receiving any personal benefit, by way of profit 
or property of the Society. 


Diving 


1896, 
8 are Prohibiy, 
from the incom 
Presidents in Spirit Life, 
W. Srainton Moses AND Е, Dawson Roorms, 
MEMBERS OF COUNCIL, 
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HENRY WITHALL, 
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This Alliance has been formed for the purpose 
tion to persons interested in Psychical or Spiritualis 
means of lectures and meetings for inquiry and 

Social Gatherings are also held from time t 
admitted free to the Tuesday afternoon sean 
clairvoyance, and both Members and t 
the Friday afternoon meetings for 
and to the meetings on Thursday, all of w 
rooms occupied at the above address. 

Rooms are occupied at the above address, where Memben ut 
Associates can meet and attend seances for the study of psychic py 
nomena, and classes for psychical self-culture, free and otherwise, mi 
of which is given from time to time in LIGHT DUE 
read the special journals and use the library ‹ 
Occult Science. The reading-room is open daily t 
ciates from 10 to 6 (Saturdays excepted). 

A Circulating Library, consisting of nearly t 
devoted to all phases of Spiritual and Psychical Р 
Philosophy, is at the disposal of all Members 
Alliance. Members areentitled to three books time, Азоби 
one. Members who reside outside the London postal area ошл 
books sent to them free of charge, but must return them Carriage pid 

The subscription of Members is fixed at a minimum rate d œ 
guinea, and of Associates at half-a-guinea, per annum. A puma 
of £1 118.64. by Members or £1 1s. 4d. by Associates, will entite sh 
Scribers to a copy of LicHT for a year, post free. Inquires} 
wishing to obtain books from the Library without joining the A 
may do so at the same rates of subscription. 

Information will be gladly afforded by the Secretary, at the Ba 
110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 

*.* Subscriptions should be made payable to the Hon. Treasure 
Henry Withall, and are due in advance on January 1st in esch yeu 


Notices of all meetings will appear regularly in “Light.” 


D. Rocers, Hon. Secretary, 
Henry WirERALL, Hon. Tro, | 
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йо Phenomeag 7 
hical research 


three thousand weh 
arch, Science, ш 
Associates d d 


The subscriptions of new Members and Associates diti 
after October 1st will be taken as for the remainder of Ш 
present year and the whole of 1918. 


Annual Subscription. 
MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES, Half-a-Guines 


For further particulars regarding the work of the Alliance 
apply to the Secretary. 


LECTURES 
AT 
155, BROMPTON ROAD, S. vv., 
ON 


"MAN'S PROGRESS THROUGH THE ACES.” 
FRIDAYS AT 330 P.M 


Nov. 23,—“ Atlantis“ ... 46 ses "E 
Nov. 30.— The Grandeur that was Rome. 


Mus, POWEL 
Mrs. INA Molt 


AND ON 
“THE GREAT TEACHERS OF HUMANITY.” 


TUESDAYS AT 8 P.M 
Nov. 27.—“ Socrates the Mystic.” ee 5 Miss BOTHWELL-GOSE 
Dec, 4.—'' Roger Bacon, Magician.” eee m й Mns, Berns | 
ADMISSION FREE. 


CENTRAL LONDON LODGE of the THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETI 


2, Upper Woburn Place, Tavistock Square, W.C. 1. Tuesdays. 7.50 pe 
LIFE Nov.27rH,—1s Communication Possible with The 
who have Passed Over ? 
AFTER Miss Lilian Edwards, Р 
DEATH. Dee, 18ru.—Some Thoughts on Death 
Léctures Miss Helena Clarke, PTS 
c. Н Admission Free. Collection to defray Expenses 


For particulars of tlie other Eeetures on Life 
of weekly meetings, open to visitors, for study of 
hold ofthe Unseen,” by Sir Wm. Barrett, F.R.S 
of the Central London Lodge, T.8., frec 
Sec., Mra. K. G. Cather, 26, Priory 


SUNDAY NEXT, NOVEMBER 25th, 191, 


An Address will be delivered by MR. JOHN OSBORN 
MR. £ RN ab the 
People's Chureh, Windsor Road 
Camberwell, S. E., at 6 irs күк 


Subject: SPIRITUALI 
All Spiritualists heartily welcome, hye 


After Death, ale 


"On the Three 
see Autumn Syllabus 


on applicatior 1 " 
ond. N. W. б, PI on to Ше По 


Might: 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research. 
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[To relieve the pressure on our columns 
wear compelled to suspend this week the 
qustomary " Notes by the Way."] 


THE NEW REVELATION. 
ADDRESS BY SIR ARTHUR Conan DOYLE. 
(Continued from page 366.) 


If this new view of Christianity were generally accepted, 
Morced as it would be by assurance and demonstration from 
ew Revelation, then we should have a creed which might 
the Churches, which might be reconciled with Science, 
high might defy all attacks, and carry on the Christian faith 
(тап indefinite time. No sudden or violent revolution would 
about such a change. It would come gradually, just as 
own lifetimes such crude dogmas as an eternal hell of 
rial fire and brimstone had gently faded away. 

As to man’s experiences after death, the evidence on the 
Was fairly full and consistent. There was a great uni- 
ty in the messages and a consistency of details not at all 
ord with any pre-existing scheme of thought. The de- 
d all agreed that death was usually easy and painless, and 
followed by a great reaction of peace and happiness. The indi- 
Vidal found himself in a spirit body which was the exact 
counterpart of the old one, except that all disease, weakness, or 
deformity had passed from it. At the moment of passing, the 
dead man was nearer to matter than he would ever be again, 
ind hence it was at that moment the greater part of those cases 
occurred where, the man’s thoughts turning to some distant 
fiend, the spirit body went with the thoughts and became 
momentarily visible to the friend. Out of some two hundred 
ind fifty cases of apparitions carefully examined by Mr. Edmund 
Gurney, it was found that more than half of the number 
red at or about the moment of death. Those cases, how- 
ere but a small proportion of the total number of deaths, 
artly, perhaps, because the dead man was too much preoceu- 
With his own astonishing experiences to have much thought 
thers. The departed spirit soon found that he was myste- 
ly out of touch with his old environment. He could no 
or communicate with his friends on earth, his ethereal voice 
“thd ethereal touch being powerless to affect those organs which 
‘would only respond to grosser stimuli, Presently, however, he 
became aware of those on his own side of life—the presence of 
o he had loved and lost, who greeted him as one newly 
d amongst them. Then in their company, and possibly 
under the help and guidance of some radiant being who had 
waited for the event, he rose from the earth conditions to enter 
a new life in a realm for which his previouslife and character 
od him. 

— Usually there was а period of sleep before the arisen spirit 
tered on the active life of his new career, It varied in length, 


sometimes being of the utmost brevity, at others extending 
for weeks or months Doubtless the length of tho sleep was 
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dependent on the amount of trouble or the degree of mental 
pre-occupation which existed in earth life; to some extent also 
it was determined by the character and strength of the indi- 
vidual spirit concerned 

Then there was the question of probation or punishment. 
It did not consist of gross bodily pain—hell as a place of tor- 
ment did not exist. It was simply a question of dwelling in 
lower spheres, dark and unsatisfying when the spirit became 
conscious of its situation and found that its own deeds had 
placed it there, 

These probationary spheres were rather sanatoria for weak 
and undeveloped souls than penal communities. The spirit 
communicators were all in agreement as to the fact of sunnier 
and more harmonious conditions of life for the average men 
and women of earth, That life was full of interest and occupa- 
tion and there were none who would desire to return. Here, 
then, was a message of glad tidings—not a vague faith or hope 
butan account supported by all the laws of evidence which 
held that where many independent witnesses told the same 
story their account had a claim to be considered a true one. 

It was probable that all those messengers who came back to 
us were, broadly speaking, in about the same stage of develop- 
ment, Communications usually came from those who had not 
long passed over, and tended to grow fainter as time went on, 
which ie what might be expected where the line of evolution was 
away from the earth. 

The next life seemed to be primarily a mental life, just as 
this life was mainly a bodily one. Preoccupations of food, 
money, pain, and other evils of the body passed away, although 
they might remain for a time as temporary reactions on the 
mind from the physical life. Music, the arts, intellectual and 
spiritual knowledge remained, and pregress was made along 
these lines. 

Sir Arthur at this stage dealt with various phases of the 
after-life, most of which, as being more or less familiar 
to readers of Liaut, may be omitted. Touching on the probable 
ability of experienced spirits conversant with synthetic chemistry 
to produce simulacra of things which exist upon the earth, 
Sir Arthur said that the modus operandi might well be a matter 
of speculation to less experienced spirits, just as some of the 
wonders of modern science are to non-scientific persons amongst 
ourselves. Raymond, for instance, had spoken of spirit chemists 
who could produce even such unspiritual forms of substance 
as alcohol and tobacco—or at least something analogous 
thereto—to meet some temporary emergency. That had 
tickled the critics, who talked and wrote (for their own purs 
poses) as though that were the only statement in a book of 

100 closely printed pages. Raymond might be right or wrong 
in what he told his father, but the incident only proved the un- 
flinching courage and honesty of the man who recorded it, 
(Applause.) 

Dealing with the objection to the materiality of the next 
life as deseribed by spirits, Sir Arthur asked if it was demanded 
that life after death was to be merely a matter of wisps of 
gaseous happiness entirely without self-knowledge and indi- 
vidual expression, That seemed to be the idea—an impossible 
one if there was to be any perpetuation of personality or con- 
tinnity of consciousness. There could be no glad reunions of 
those who had lived and loved on earth if they were taken away 
from all individuality to а vague region of floating emotions. 

Sir Arthur next passed to the question of lying communica- 
tions. Many persons who had investigated had experience of 
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A DREAM MESSAGE, E Aer unà " 


By Н. A. Datta аа Dire e re | eat 
Wha € 
In an article headed, Was Peter Rooney Dreaming PCs Se Два : 
ip 219) Isuggested that the sensitives who were working! \- In th : : > 
леа with a ouija board in Dublin (as recorded in Sir W n uy edere s : E t Peter! а ee 
бтен з interesting book “ On the Threshold of the Unseen M ager cig aa RADEON 
p 179-183) might have been the recipients of the real Peter ae a E е s a as pd SERRA 
Rooney's dream. TTF 
n later, when she was probat ica asleep, for 
It will be remembered that whilst some part of what was 
gated through the ouija was correct, some quite erroneous facts * T xxn dede 
were also stated. 2 - Pe WIPE idis dinum 
Sir William Barrett says: " The whole elaborate story was nm M po e 1 peer a 
Werefore fictitious . like externalised dreams i SI Р a n Ain „з d. a MT 
Although I put forward the suggestion that the was 858 wpe AS ea d FFF "x ча 
mt fictitious, since a real Peter Rooney, of Boston, actually fell " m х УИ is M . E sg = b Ж к Sa 
fom a tramcar, as stated through the ouija, I could not then EA v: à ae bs n "s ; саз ей erre 
er à corroborative case to support my opinion that a dream dcc s < є { 3 & : Р xu 
sithe real Peter Rooney was conveyed to his compatriots adim ч mr сей 3 855 
ud of my ax 5 e RS Ое LUN by Miss Whiting cannot be thus explained. On the ¢ pre- 
) y y acquaintance, who impressed me nen | \ $ 
A x dietion ‚ the cases in which events are really an ed 
ма strictly conscientious and careful recorder, related to me bef AFRONA пе? 1 
ы) experience which seemed to me of great interest in this con- З à 5 x) ia Nod SR - = à; 
mation. At my request she wrote it down for me, and I ean re ^ SA s : t ME 
gm it in her own words, merely substituting pseudonyms for The Em niae te brat ; * а "ware we 
$ names of the persons concerned hould t thod S t} 
| I think it was in the autumn of 1909 that 1 was living in a Raya "i E &etit iS ae gs 
mall house in South Wales and had a cousin, Susan T., to stay рз А T al glee EU GR Terme, aera E 
with me, The second evening after her arrival we sat with out BUT ЫРЫ 99 уел CTI i) ore 
lands on a reversed tumbler which was placed on a sheet of obtained unless it is first s кеп do а са gment. We 
marked with the letters of the alphabet. After a time should weig h advice at least as yas Ww | the 
glass moved under our hands and spelt out a message the ordinary « s and statenx tf ls on « 
exact wording of which I have forgotten, and also how much i 
we elicited by our questions ; but it was to this effect?“ Susan, 
E о back to London." “ Ве careful of your desk.” “Charles A GENERATION AGO 
Ж quite capable of murdering you." ғ idum э 
] ME wes then. changed d z a pee эб, (Faou “Liane” o» Nornnnun Gru, 1887.) 
* Е, and who said she wA O D very 
ful, This, as far as my memory serves me, was what we got = “ ЧГ : 
other, do be careful, I can't bear you being alone with The “Standard” is amusing on Darwin's séance note. M 
Anie in that lonely house, Do please leave as soon as you Hensleigh Wedgwood, hist nt ‹ to a subject 
mu Daddy is going to try and hurt you, He is quite mad for which he had no place in his mind. The "Standard's 
He will not get out at your ‘stations, but at one twenty miles last paragraph, giving its version of Darw explanation, is 
off and then walk across country and surprise you.” We pro very funny | 
“mised we would go out armed will bill-hook and hatchet, and ү ; М ‘ 
| the seemed to be satisfied with this assurance. It was about On one occasion Darwin attended а séance and seems % 
midnight when the sitting ended, l n been puzzled He — — 
The next day (11 a.m.) my cousin received a letter of three 4 . We had grand fon, one afte for George 
ta from her daughter, which must have been posted at least hire ee rigs ia єз the chairs a flute, а 2 
eighteen hours before at Ealing, saying she had had a terrifying e t * : y р 
(which she did not describe), and imploring her mother соот IR. In that ast veryone, and t 
Wleave tho lonely house, which was not safe for her, Later on their broat PI It was in t : us Ч 
I saw the girl, and asked hor, Why did you write as you did Wedgwood held t о erum imas and Tees on 
: : : the time 1 md it so hot and tiring that I went 


What was the dream which frightened you ^" She answered 
ma "I dreamt that daddy had gone mad and had gone ti MA - ree ) 
| Wales to hurt mummy.” man could possibly do what was done passes my understand 
The next night we sat hoping for more information The 1 came downsta ind saw all t ums, & the 1 
Maly person who came was а very bigoti d Calvinistio spirit, who 
me in round terms 1 was heading straight for the nether 
regions on account of my seeptic ism, and who evidently believed 
in fire and brimstone in the most literal sense 


which had been lifted over the heads of those sittir an 
t The Lord have merey on us all, if we have to believe in 
noh rubbis F. Galton was there, and says 


Gand 


On the third night the glass refused to move and we did Darwin's opinion afterwards was that t medium t th 
| not xit again. My cousin stayed ten days, and a week after two brothers t he ^ TN t to each other whilst he pped fror 
| the left 1 joined her in London on а week-end visit. 1 found between them and did his trick 

ber full of excitement because of what had happened on the 
| might she arrived. Her maid Jane, who usually slept in the Ix "Primitive Christianity and Modern Paychic Phenomena 
house, told her that she had given up her room to Isabel, the the Rev. Charles I. Tweedale has given us a pungont, incisive 
maid who used to come by the day, because Isabel had had and fearless answer to tho diatribes of Father Bernard Vaughan 
Е" with her father and was afraid to go home. Му cousin and Lord Halifax, in addition to which we have an article on 
M, "I wish, Jane, you would not arrange things without " Religion After the War "а strong indictment « eoll 
making me," but did not interfere However, that night after errors in the іса! teachings. The pamphlet is to tained 
going to bed she had a feeling there was some unpleasant of tho author, Rev. Charlos I. Tweedale, Vicar of Weston, Otley 
се in the house. She went up to the maid's room to Yorks, post (гое Ad., or 2a, (kl. per d Bes. aen ген “vege 
— heard nothing. Then she went down to the desk in Liane а 
her drawing-room and collected all the money she usually kept “Ноаткзлка an Hul Каланы 22V йл 
Whereland brought it to her room, where she locked herself in to the paragraph " Hoateasos aa Hoalora,” which w * p 
Bhe could not shop. At 7 a.m. she rang for the maid and told page SA) from the vom m Я juota 
ber to take the dog out. As soon as the woman had gone out uid lo tel] за 4o the faci ^ е sd t 1 = " us 
my cousin went up to hor room at the top of the house. Then Medico: Payohologioal Clinic, writing to « conte er V in 


she found a very drunken man, with а bottle of whiskey є mpty 
beside him leabel came back and said he was her hushand, 
and later it turned out they both were thieves and blackmailers 
who got into houses in order to steal. Hf the man had not 
lourd the whiskey he would have robbal the house 


the interests of а serious institution and the public which it 


serves,” has disclaimed the at 


ements made by ite representa 
tive as quite unauthorised and “too fantastic for solemn 
refutation,” but M possibly to be accounted for by a verbal con- 
fusion between “ Hostesses and “ Hostels 
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importance, It is quite probable that, as in many othe 
matters of practical science, we shall have the fact estah 


lished 


arrived at any close agreement. 


Tight: 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research. 


TworkNCE WEEKLY, 


and in working order before the theorists hy, 


Раа There is a good deal gj 
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TELEPATHY. 


In the course of an address given by him atCaxton Hall 
to certificated teachers of shorthand, Dr. Ellis T. Powell 
expressed his conviction that within the lifetime of some 
of the younger members of hisaudience telepathic messages 
would begin to.be a recognised and normal mode of com- 
munication. He even ventured on the prophecy that within 
a generation children would be taught, as part of the 
regular curriculum, the practice of transmitting simple 
signs and messages from mind to mind. Doubtless but few 
of thosewho listened to Dr. Powell had any intimate 
acquaintance with the body of facts upon which his conclu- 
sions were based. We are at least as near to a general 
recognition and practice of telepathy as we were to the 
practical realisation of aerial flight when the brothers 
Wright made their famous experiments, experiments which 


were a great source of amusement to some of the wits of 
the daily Press. 

In his new book, Telepathy Genuine and Fraudulent,” * 
Mr. W. Wortley Baggally gives us an admirable study of 
the subject in connection with his own experiences. The 
book contains a Prefatory Note by Sir Oliver Lodge, who 


r excep- 


1 


commends the work as being by a writer who is 
tionally competent by training and capacity to examine 
into the genuineness of these subtle and elusive phenomena, " 
and Sir Oliver expresses a view which confirms the state 
ment of Dr. Powell when he says : 

Telepathy, or the direct action of mind on mind apart 
from the ordinary channels of sense, opens a new chapter; it 
is not a coping stone completing an erection but a foundation 
stone on which to build. 

In his opening chapter, " Genuine Telepathy,” Mr. 
Baggally refers to the experiments of Sir Willium Barrett, 
first carried on more than forty years ago, und to his paper 
on Mind Reading read before the Society for Psychical 
Research on July 17th, 1882. 
with the various theories of telepathy, that which finds in 


He then proceeds to deal 


it an analogue of wireless telegraphy (which, as he rightly 
points out, offers great difliculties), the chairvoyant theory, 
which holds that the percipient reads by clairvoyance 
what is in the agent's mind ; the Spiritualistic theory that 
a spirit conveys the images or thoughts from one mind 
to another; the subconscious mind theory which holds that 
the communication is established by the universal mind 
underlying allthings and forming the nexus between all 


conscious minds. 


* Methuen‘and Co., Ltd, 2s,6d. net 


y гь Ф 


rors 
55 


will find plenty to interest them in Mr. Baggally's accom, 
of his own experiences in connection with both genus 
and fraudulent telepathy. In the chapter dealing vij 
the latter we read of the exhibitions at the Little Theat, 


Adelphi, by the so-called " Yoga Rama " and other ingenios 


persons. In this connection Mr. Baggally lets us in 
the secret of some clever codes by which informs 
is conveyed by the charlatan performers to th 


confederates. The Zancigs have a chapter to һеш 
which contains some interesting accounts of the pring 
investigations to which they submitted to prove the rech 
of their power, investigations in which the author, § 
Oliver Lodge and others took part. There was also апі 
vestigation by the S. P. R., but the verdict of the Society 
was rather in the nature of ~ Not In themselves 
Mr. and Mrs. Zancig stood, in the opinion of the S р R, 
a system which was 


Proven." 


investigators, as demonstrators of 
remarkable for its accuracy and precision, but if it was 
actual thought-reading it seemed (in the face of tle tridy 
nature of the results given by other performers) to impy 
that the Zancigs were unique people with an unique power 
the of the Psychid 
tesearch investigators, and there this much to k 
thought-reading 


Such, in effect, was conclusion 
is 
said for it, that public exhibitions of 
in which the results appear to be absolutely inexplic 
able by some ingenious trick are very, very rare, We 
only oddly 


summer in the open air on the river bank near Richmond 


have seen two. One, enough, was lit 
Bridge, where a man and his wife gave demonstrations 
to the In this 
instances the wife who acted as recipient rapidly enume 
rated the contents of bags, purses, and other receptacle 


That, as we 


crowd. case we noted that in several 


before her husband had fairly opened them. 
remarked to the male performer at the close, was not 
thought-reading, since he had had no opportunity to inspet 
the articles named and transfer them to the mind of bë 
He replied that not infrequently his wife's mind mi 
ahead of saw the articles before he coul 
transfer ideas of them, and occasionally it would happet 
that he would incorrectly transfer a description but hë 
We had a notable instance of this 


wife. 


his own and 


wife would correct it. 
when one of the spectators, a soldier, handed him & 
military document of which he was to transfer the number. 
When the woman gave the figures he cried out that sh 
was wrong. Jut the wife was right: the document bo 
two sets of figures, the number of the document and! 
registration number, and he had been looking at the wrong 
figures. 

Assuming that there was no trick (certainly there v. 
no collusion, over fifty people tested the performers) ther 
would seem to be room for the clairvoyant theory. 


In our the 
explained to us that although it was a real power possessed 
by his wife it seemed to them wiser not to exploit it s 
anything It was more interesting to their 
audiences to let it pass as a trick and leave the onlookers 
to find out how it was done, It was extremely exhausting, 
but in the open air the conditions were better. 


conversation with male performer he 


“occult,” 


he said ; 
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fence the al fresco exhibitions, which were viven in aid of 
s fund for War Chi ities. 


On the general question no doubt Mr. Baggally will 


a with us that examples of sporadic telepathy are nowa- 

s so numerous that the reality of the faculty is abund- 

ntly proved. Examples where the power is so completely 

under control that demonstrations can be given at will 

must be necessarily rare. To multiply them seems to be a 

question of an incipient faculty carefully trained rather 
thin an investigation of the true nature of the faculty and 
puelly how it operates. On that side of the question 
it is not improbable that it is something which operates 
ndifferent ways, and that clairvoyance, the subconscious 
mind, spirit agency and other theories may all variously take 
ut, In ordinary telegraphy we may have wires, wireless," 
fags, sounds or lights; transmitters who know the nature 
of the messages they are sending and others who do not. 
s never safe to limit psychical phenomena generally to 
asingle explanation. We had one notable experience of 
himportant telepathic message transmitted from one friend 
to the other at a distance with a witness at each end, in 
which the transmitter confessed his complete ignorance of 
how the message had been sent, since he had used no effort 
volition, merely feeling that his friend would in some 
mysterious way become aware of the fact he wished to 
Unvey. It was but one of many such experiences. 


IHE CHURCH AND COMMUNION WITH 
INVISIBLE WORLDS AND BEINGS. 


ADDRESS BY THE Rey. L. W. Fearn (PRIEST-IN-CHARGE OF 
P Curist CHURCH, WESTMINSTER). 


We gave last week a report of Mr. Fearn's address, entitled 
The Church and Communication with the Dead," delivered 
atthe residence of Lord and Lady Glenconner on the 7th inst., 
hen he dealt with the psychical as in contradistinction with 
the spiritual side of life as a preliminary to the present address, 
given on the following Wednesday, the 14th inst., to a large and 
tinguished audience, which included, as well as Lord and 
i E Glenconner, Sir Oliver and Lady Lodge, and Sir William 
and Lady Barrett. 
Mr. Fearn commenced by a reference to the immense diffi- 
“culty of dealing with the spiritual apperception of things, as 
opposed to the merely physical or psychical aspects. In trying 
to convey ideas of spiritual things—in speech, at least — we were 
limited to arbitrary terms derived from worlds of lower experi- 
nce, Words, in fact, were quite powerless to convey any but 
d hadowy idea of spiritual realities. It seemed more practical, 
srefore, to endeavour to indicate the means by which each of 
ls + might develop the powers by which the spiritual vision and 
communion might be attained. 

He would therefore try to direct his argument on the line 
of the nature of man in his evolution from the physical to the 
psychical and thence to the spiritual condition. That led to 

Proposition not generally accepted or at least understood by 

he world. It was this: Man was a spirit and therefore 

À essentially of the nature of God. He was not expressed as 
God, nor had he the quality or degree of excellence of our 
Master Jesus. But at the same time ho was a spark of Deity, 
he was one of the microcosms of Divinity, evolving eternally into. 
the likeness of his great Prototype. He was a differentiated 
part of the Infinite Spirit. Indeed, the whole Universe was 

Spiritual, an expression of the Divine consciousness, and every- 
thing had its root in the spiritual order. As the poet had told 
us, “trailing clouds of glory we do come from God who is 
our home." Man was not separated from God but differentiated 
їп God. We travelled towards the centre from the circum- 
ference and passed beyond death and the grave to a 
m ious but a Divine destiny. We did not yet realise 

shat we should be or what we essentially were, but one thing 
x certain,*the 3 Na nature of man was every- 
where true, ` е 


ЕЕЄ НТІ. 


The speaker then dealt with the three main aspects of man 
in his relation to the Universe, As a physical being he was 
related to his environment by contact, as a psychical being by 
Communication, as a spiritual being by communion. The physical 
man was the man we all knew, it was the stage of spiritual 
infancy —the first man, of the earth earthy, the first phase of 
manhood in process of evolution, with his vision bounded by 
his physical surroundings, seeing his career as one commencing 
with the cradle and ending with the tomb, unconscious of his 
real nature and his relation to other worlds and other beings. 
He was to all appearance isolated and self-centred. He was 
self-limited, and until he had unfolded sutticiently to pass 
beyond those self-imposed barriers he made no spiritual 
advance. Needing to use his senses as a means of existence in 
the physical world, he gradually came to mistake his senses for 
himself. But there was no real affinity between man and the 
physical world except by contact. His physical body which he 
supposed to be himself was simply the nexus between man the 
spirit and the environment in which for a Divine purpose—that 
of self-knowledge and individual expression—he had been 
temporarily placed. 

Proceeding next to the succeeding plane of human expres- 
sion—the psychical—the speaker said that having already dealt 
with various aspects ofethis in his last address, he need not 
deal fully with the question on this occasion. But he expressed 
the view that the soul was the vehicle or form of expression 
which lay between and united the animal man and the spiritual 
man. It was composed of substance of a certain density, but 
immensely finer than the substance of the physical body. The 

soul was produced by the spirit as the result of its interaction 
with the grosser physical body, and it manifested itself in those 
finer degrees of perception and activity which were expressed 
as character, intelligence and the higher emotions, philosophy, 
science, art, those expressions which transcended the merely 
animal side, although often curiously interfused with it. The 
soul-faculties were at first subconscious, but gradually un- 
folded into conscious expression. We had powers of perception 
beyond the senses through the psychic or soul side, we could 
discern things beyond the physical boundaries, as in clairvoy- 
ance, which was part of the soul consciousness. But appercep- 
tion, which belonged to the spirit, did not come into this phase, 
for apperception meant the complete realisation, the conscious 
apprehension of things, whereas in the psychical order the man per. 

ceived without being clearly conscious of the meaning of what 
he saw or experienced. Usually the first expression of the soul life 
was through the affections, and through the wsthetic, artistic 
or musical nature. St. Paul had truly said (it was a pity that 
his saying had been mistranslated) that the psychical (not the 
natural) man receiveth not the things of the Spirit—they are 
foolishness unto him. The soul realm was indeed a substance 
more or less opaque interposed between man and the Divine 
centre of his being, relating him to it, but in the elementary 
stages constituting a kind of barrier, placed there doubtless to 
develop those qualities of self-hood and divinity which he was 
to unfold as he ascended towards the higher consciousness into 
Divine union as a conscious co-operator with the Author of his 
being. This was shown by the fact that when he began to develop 
that part of his consciousness which related to the psychical order 
new meanings and values,a great region of hitherto unknown 
powers, began to exist for him, Until that stage was reached 
he had no conception of the forces which existed outside the 
animal area of his consciousness. Then, for the first time, 

he saw that there'was something beyond the region of physical 

experience, and the old limits were at last over-passed, And 

from that experience he was led to perceive that there was no 

limit even to the psychical plane, and that this, in its turn, led 

to another and infinitely grander stage of unfoldment— 

the Spiritual order. 

So at last he came to the Kingdom of God, and on 
this subject the speaker said, "I cannot explain it to 
you, although I know what I am talking about.” It 
was, indeed, something inwardly conceived but incom- 
municable in words. When man had developed his 
spiritual self he came into union with the things of the Spirit, 
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It was no longer a question of communication 


munion. The expression began with physical contact, it passed 


to communication between things separated by differing grades 


of consciousness, [but in the end came the blending between 

spirit and spirit, the separated things were merged into unity 

along the lines of infinity. The finite things were all trans- 
cended. Man had ascended into the real world, the only world 
in which beyond all the shadows and illusions of the lower grades 
he knew himself to be a real being, part of the one Spiritual 
Reality. He knew at last the meaning of Life and of Death- 
He knew Life to be the only Reality, that Life which Christ 
came to reveal to men and was still revealing to them as they 
came to know the true meaning of His message given once on 
earth and continued to-day to all who partook of His life and 
teachings. 

Sır OnrvER Lope made a few remarks at the end of the 
meeting, emphasising the reality of the spiritual aspect of the 
Universe, as indicated by the unity of law and order running 
throughout its physical manifestation to its remotest bounds, 
Either the existence and interaction of the spiritual universe 
with us was a truth or it was not. Every church was a sign or 
symbol of this interaction, and had no meaning without it. If 
it were true it was no half-truth, but must be one of vital im- 
portance, to which people would do well to attune their lives 
He confessed that he and his co-workers proceeded on prosaic 
lines, groping towards truth in these matters in wingless ways, 
but he referred to the testimony of seers and men of genius 
and poets who in their periods of insight testified to first-hand 
spiritual experiences. In this connection he cited Tennyson in 
“The Ancient Sage, Wordsworth in “Tintern Abbey," and 
Virgil in the sixth book of the JEneid ”—all testifying to the 
One Spirit which was in harmony with the mind of man and 
yet rolled through all things. He concluded by reciting the 
short poem of Francis Thompson, “In No Strange Land,” 
wherein the poet emphatically urged the accessibility and near- 
ness of the unseen. 


SPIRIT THEORY THE ONLY 
SOLUTION ? 


We give below a further selection of articles and letters on 
this question :— 


IS THE 


Miss E. KATHARINE BATES. 


Apropos of Sir Oliver Lodge's letter from a philosophic 
critic (page 349), it is very necessary to point ont to investi- 
gators that because messages from the unseen may originate 
sometimes in telepathy between sitter and medium, or from 
the unconscious self of one or other, it by no means follows 
that they must have originated in this way. Thirty years ago 
such a conclusion was almost axiomatic, and we have not gone 
very much further even now. Here—if anywhere—a “little 
learning is a dangerous thing.” ‘Telepathy from the sitter was 
usually accepted in those days by the sceptic as a satisfactory 
solution, and those blessed words “subconscious self" and 
“telepathy,” combined, could shatter the most wonderful 
“experiences” into tiny atoms. е 

“That is mere thought-reading" was then an all-sufficient 
explanation of praetieally all phenomena, although this dictum 
merely gave a name to something which we donot even yet under- 
stand. It isso easy to make a cul-de-sac and drive all investiga- 
tors into it. Mr. Frederic Myers started a very big cul-de-sac 

when, in one of his boldest moments, he suggested the possibility 

` of a Grand Central Bureau in the Universe which might be prac- 
tically omniscient, and whence the so-called clairvoyant might 
be extracting information and passing it off as emanating from 
a spirit. Fortunately for himself and for us, he recognised that 
you can only get out of a theory exactly what you put into it, 
and therefore he did not allow this assumption to paralyse his 
brilliant researches. 

If yon assert telepathy between the sitter and the medium, 
by what right can you reject telepathy between the dead man 
and the medium as probably an easier process, since ene of the 
two is permanently out of his cage? And here at once you 
are confronted with an alternative. When the philosophic 
critic apropos of the Leonard sitting said “ This falls in with 
what I fear,’ &e., it is obvious that she fears telepathy be- 
tween sitter and medium as a sufficient origin for the messages 
but why? Why is the deceased man or woman, with his or 

her increased powers of telepathy, to be ignored and put ont 

of court? 


s 


but of com. 
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Almost invariably the investigator. young at the game 

upon psychical research as 
one piece alone can accurately fit the groove marked out for it 
Most of us who have had the experience of many long уе 
would say as I always do, “I know much less about psychic 
matters nowadays than I knew thirty years ago, simply becaus 
then we were confronted with one alternative—viz,, fraud. The 
phenomena which we have every reason to accept as genung 
so far as bond fides is concerned, may be the very ones that need 
most questioning and the most careful study. 

The difficulty with our jig-saw puzzle is not to find the oy, 
piece that fits in, but to choose between several pieces thy 
would fit, only one of which is probably the right piece. % 
even here one must allow for alternatives. The spirit may by 
his message upon information conveyed to him through te, 
pathy with the medium, or with the sitter, or it may originaty 
in his own brain. 

Tout savoir It may be many уез 
before we attain to that standard, even as regards this one ab. 
sorbing subject. Meanwhile, many of us ow that our friends sti] 
live and love us, and this on evidence based on foundation 
that cannot put us to intellectual or any other sort of confusio 
—the impregnable Rock of Love and Faith. 


] 1 
looks 


а sort of jig-saw puzzle, wher, 


c'est tout compre ndre. 


“An Орех MIND.” 
A lady who gives her name and address in confidence uj 
signs her letter as above, furnishes some experiences which sh, 


states are absolutely authentic. She writes :— 


I should like to point out that the theories of Sir Olive 
Lodge's correspondent cannot apply in those cases where state. 
ments outside the sitter's personal knowledge, and subsequently 
proved to be accurate, are made by the medium. 

Here are two instances of what I mean. 

In 1894 I was told by a lady medium that I had had an 
uncle named “James” who had died abroad, where he had 
amassed a fortune. She described some of his characteristics 
and stated that she saw him standing near me. I asserted that 
I had never had an uncle named James who died abroad, but 
she was firm. “ He says he is your uncle,” she repeated. 

On my mentioning this conversation a few days later to ny 
father—a well-known London cleric he surprised me by saying, 
“ However Mrs. —— arrived at her information, she is corret 
in her statements. You did have an Uncle James, my only 
brother, who died a rich man in Australia some years back. Hi 
had allthe characteristies mentioned." He then told me thai 
his brother and he never had anything in common and had 
never got on " together, which was why he never spoke of him, 

The other instance happened in 1915. At a meeting in 
London where I was present clairvoyant descriptions were being 
given by a well-known normal medium, the very first being toa 
friend of mine who knew nothing whatever about Spiritualism 
or clairvoyance. Нег remarks were unusually detailed, both as 
to the spirit’s appearance and peculiarly tragic death, when my 
friend was but a tiny infant. He listened with a painful in- 
terest and then said, It must be my mother whom I never 
knew. І was brought up by strangers after her premature 
death. Except that I was legitimate, I was told nothing about 
myself and nothing about my mother's appeararfce. I have 
never even seen a photograph of her.” Eventually, through a for- 
tunate combination of circumstances, І was able to obtain for 
him and his wife a description of his long-dead mother, which 
exactly coincided with the medium’s description, even to the 
words, “her beauty is the beanty of form rather than of 
colouring.” 

Clearly, neither of these absolutely authentic experiences 
ean be of the “subconscious” order. One has, therefore, 
seriously to consider iow these two mediums came by know- 
ledge unknown to their sitters but subsequently proved correct 
in every detail. I am in no sense a convinced Spiritualist, bil 
such experiences make one pause—and think. 


Mrs. LEILA BOUSTEAD. 


The criticism on Mr. Wilkinson's article is, of course, à 
perfectly honest and fair one, but I observe that no one has 
any hypothesis to fall back on, to explain such phenomena, 
except the old one of the “subconscious mind.” The fact that 
those who use the term do not know what it means seems tobe 
ignored. What do they mean ? They suppose it to be some 
wonderful force and intelligence within us, which can neverthe- 
less function and manifest outside of us, which seems to know 
everything, which can travel to distant places and obtain know- 
ledge unknown to our normal mind, and which can then 
impress all its knowledge upon the brain of a medium. Ifit 
can do all this, it seems to me that it is exhibiting powers 
usually called supernatural, and what difference there is between 
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pand the soul or Ego sought to be established by Spiritualists 
donot know. It would appear to be exaetly the same thing, 
yder another name. 

It may be argued that, even granted those powers, we have 
p evidenco of survival after death, But if this mysterious 
ptolligonce can operate independently of the body and far from 
"there seems no reason to suppose that it cannot survive it— 
yd in the light of the immense mass of evidence that it does 
it seems rather useless to strain after any other conclusion. 

May I here suggest that the “telepathy” idea has been 
drained to breaking point? It is not so easy to project one's 
houghts on to another brain. Let anyone try it. The power 
wists, of course, and it is the first link in the chain, but to 
gedit it with ай the phenomena under consideration is, I 


think, absurd. 


Mrs. E. R. 


Perhaps the following personal experience may help the 
inquirer. Ata private sitting’ my sister and I had with Mrs. 
Wriedt, the famous voice medium, a naval officer, who had 

sed over sixteen years ago, spoke to us. I asked him if he 
wuld remember the names of any of the ships he had served 
in, and if so would he tell me one? In my own mind I 
thought of the “ Virago,” as that was the ship he was on when 
ye knew him, То my surprise he answered, "I was in the 
pearl.“ 
"The Pearl ? I said. 
"Yes," was the reply. 


Imade no comment, but I thought it was a mistake, as I 
dad many friends in the“ Pearl“ when she was on the 
Australien station, and he certainly was not serving in that 
hip then, 

— About two years after this séance I met a retired naval 
ain in Devonshire, and in talking over friends and places we 
lad known, he mentioned this particular naval officer and said 
ad also known his family in Ireland, adding, “ but I knew 


п first; in China. He served with me on the ‘Pearl’ out 
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“Were you in her ? ” 


think this clearly proves that the name could not have been 

| шу mind or my sister's at the séance, as we neither of us 
w he had ever been in the “ Pearl,” and the medium 
urtainly did not. І could give many other instances but must 
mt encroach further on your space. 


m “Bipsron.” 

The doubts and difficulties of the“ philosophie critic” are 
what all Spiritualists have encountered in their day, and would 
lad many to reconsider their position but for the fact that 
telepathy does not explain everything. Positive proof of the 
ion of discarnate mind is not obtained by everyone, but 
authenticated instances may be found by the careful reader 
m Spirit Identity” and other works. May I suggest to the 
^ philosophie critic” that it is useful to study such cases as are 
tot explainable by telepathy as well as those for which it may 
very obviously account ? 


THE PETERS TESTIMONIAL FUND. 


£01 9s., to which the following further gifts have to be added: 
„., 7s. 6d.; Marylebone Spiritualists’ Association, £2 2s.; 
making the total sum to date, £66 188. 6d. 


__ Next werk we hope to publish an article by Sir Oliver 
lodge, replying to questions and objections regarding his 
famous book, “ Raymond.” 

Тнк gist of Dr. B. F. Austin’s entertaining as well as use- 
little work on "Rational Memory-Training" (Rider and 
Sons, 18. net) is contained in the first chapter, in the advice 
the author gives to parents and teachers to see that the young 
people committed to their care are taught to observe carefully 
‘whatever they would memorise, understand thoroughly every 
lesson, arrange their knowledge methodically, and reproduce it 
frequently. All rational memory-training must, he aéirms, rest 
upon these four principles. Every advantage should be taken of 
the natural association of ideas as aids to recollection, but Dr. 
Austin distrusts dependence on purely artificial methods. Hoe 
gives many valuable suggestions for the putting of his four 
principles into practice, and the book is enlivened with interest- 
D anecdotal illustrations, and historical instances—some of 
them almost ineredible—of phenomenal memories, 
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THE REV. WALTER WYNN ON HIS 
INVESTIGATIONS. 


In the November number of his magazine, “The Young 
Man and Woman," the Rev, Walter Wynn, by way of saving 
some of his Biblical critics the trouble of further airing their 
opinions, states their case very fully for them by quoting at 
length Dr, Talmage's sermon on “Consulting the Dead," re- 
cently reprinted in the “Christian Herald.” (It is marked by 
all the flamboyant sensationalism associated with the pulpit 
oratory of that at опе time very popular American preacher.) 
Having done so Mr. Wynn calmly asserts that for sheer mis- 
representation he has never read anything like it. "It is,” he 
says, " the kind of treatment of psychical phenomena that keeps 
the most intelligent men and women away from our churches, 

То advance theories in explanation of the phenomena is 
one thing ; to join the tribe of Holy Ignorance is another. I deny 
that Dr. Talmage reports facts as I have found them. Such 
descriptions of the séances I have attended would be false.” It 
is evident to Mr. Wynn that Dr. Talmage “never gave five minutes 
to a personal investigation of psychic phenomena, yet he con- 
demns it. Is that just? The man who thinks that the future 
will be won for Christianity on a basis of blind credulity calls for 
our pity. I claim the right to prove all things and hold fast 
that which is good. If I can prove that the messages I have 
received did not come from my son, but some impersonating, 
lying devil, the Spiritualists shall hear from me, as the Lord 
liveth ! 


who come to conclusions easily.” 


But I will not lie or preach sermons to please people 
In the meantime, Mr. Wynn 
asks his readers to note that Dr. Mercier finds it convenient to 
ignore his repeated challenge, and inquires whether that is 
brave or clever. 

Mr, Wynn has read Hudson's“ Psychical Phenomena " with 
“boundless pleasure." Hepas found it to be charmingly written 
and full of wonderful things; but though he is himself personally 
convinced that many forms of psychic phenomena are explained 
by the powers of the subconscious mind, Hudson, in his opinion, 
utterly fails to prove that these powers can account for all the 
phenomena :— 


He admits the phenomena, and then sweeps them with one 
brush into the receptacle of his one pet theory. This will not 
do, as far as І can see; for some of the facts doggedly refuse 
to oblige him. Тһе evidence I have reported in my previous 
articles was obtained in the presence of six sceptics, ‘The in- 
formation was known to no one in the room, or the world, as 
far as I know. То ask me to believe that my soul manipulated 
the table whilst I was blindfolded, and took it in the dark 
to four hidden articles—no, I don't believe it. That is my 
answer to Hudson, and I have more common-sense grounds for 
not believing what he says than he has for his theory. The 
reasonings of the Spiritualists may be wrong, but Hudson's 
theory breaks down in his effort to explain physica? phenomena, 

In the light of the evidence I have personally gathered, 
L can come to no other conclusion at present than this: that 
while the subjective mind undoubtedly accounts for many 
phenomena attributed in the past to discarnate beings, other 
phenomena point to the presence around us of invisible beings, 
both good and bad. 


Among the " Letters to the Editor" is one from Mr. J, 
Arthur Hill, After congratulating Mr. Wynn on the good 
results he has obtained with Mr. Vango and Miss McCreadie, 
Mr. Hill writes :— 


I wish Dr. Mercier and other critics were as fair and anxious 
for truth as you are. All we ask is that people shall study the 
subject before expressing opinions. Of course, we do not 
want everybody to study it, any more than we want everybody 
to study chemistry; the actual investigation is best left to the 
few, for it needs cool judgment and—usually—much patience, 
But we want our critics to study it or be silent. Dr. Mercier 
came new to the subject, as he frankly confesses, after the 
publication of Raymond " last November, and he must have 
sot to work almost immediately to write his book on " Spirit- 
ualism and Sir Oliver Lodge," without stopping to learn any- 
thing by first-hand experience, His book shows ignorance on 
every page, to those who know, but it may have some influence 
on the general public. However, that will only be temporary. 
Truth will win its way. л 

I поќе that you challenge him to investigate. But he has 
made up his mind, and if he does go to mediums he will prob- 
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ably go їп а trot-out-your-phenomena-or-I'll-proseente-you 


manner which will spoil conditions. And in any case it 15 un 
likely that he will get such results as yours; consequently he 
would explain them by fraud or telepathy. I may misjudge 


him, however. Ihopeldo. I hope he will make an effort at 
open-minded and patient investigation. 


"THE TREE OF HEAVEN." 


We have had the privilege of reading a novel that is worth 
reading. May Sinclair's The Tree of Heaven” (Cassells, 6s 
net) is a live book: the scenes live and the characters live in 
them. We should recognise them if we met them—Frances 
and Anthony and their four children, any member of that 
lovable Hampstead family, all of them lovable to the end! We 
should recognise, with no special gratification, their unpleasant 
relatives; and, though her rare spiritual beauty stands out a 
little less clearly іп our mind's eye, we think we should even 
recognise Veronica, the gentle Veronica beneath whose spell 
the unpleasant relatives are at least temporarily transformed 
and whose mystic vision of her brave young soldier hus- 
band, though she knows it is the precursor of the 
news of his death at the Front, is accompanied, not 
by any shock, but by a wonderful tranquil happi- 
ness. Looking back, we see her and Dorothy, and Nicky 
and Michael, as children, the contrasts and likenesses of their 
characters clearly marked from the beginning. We see them, 
grown older, drawn into the world-vortex, happily to emerge 
unharmed. At the end we see the parents, who had dreamed 
beautiful earth-dreams for their boys, sitting alone in the 
garden beneath the branches of the old ash-tree (the “ tree of 
heaven”). Both Nicky and Michael have fallen, and John, the 
youngest, is joining up on the morrow. Yet the author does 
well in entitling the third part of her book—the war part— 
“Victory.” It is the victory of soul over sense. Veronica's 
pure instinct is right. No life nobly given is lost, either to those 
to whom it was specially dear or to the world. The only real 
tragedies are spiritual defeats: every spiritual victory is not 
only a triumph for the individual soul, it adds to the leverage 
that will yet lift the whole world. 

D. R. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


Air Raids: A Protest and an Appeal. 


Sig, — For the third time in the last six weeks the speaker 
booked for a Spiritualist mission in which I am interested has 
asked to be excused because of air-raid conditions. I have 
heard of other London societies having similar experiences. 
May I make a protest and an appeal ? 

If an air-raid is actually in progress it may be physically 
impossible to fulfil an engagement; and no wanton exposure to 
danger would be justified. But to cry off in anticipation of a 
raid is unworthy of a Spiritualist, and especially of one who is 
a teacher and revealer of the truth of Spiritualism. Surely 
we who preach that there is no death should not fear death ! 
We who believe in spirit-guardianship should show more 
courage than the average man in the street. And we who are 
supposed to understand something of the power of will and 
thought should be able to exhibit exemplary nerve control. 
What a splendid opportunity we have to show the value of our 
philosophy and knowledge! The calmer the weather, the 
brighter the moon, the larger, calmer and brighter should our 
meetings be.— Yours, &c., 

В, A. B. 

Morden, Surrey. 


"A Place Prepared,” 


Sin,—I think it may be of interest to the writer of the 
article " A Place Prepared” (p. 249) and also to your readers 
if 1 relate an experience 1 had last November. Some people 
(entire strangers) had called to view my psychic pictures. Ав 
they were leaving I clairaudiontly heard the name “ Lucy” very 
distinctly with а lady. Lasked her if she had anyone of that 
name on the other sido," and she replied, “ Yes—a daughter." 
“Well,” I said, " Lucy wants me to give you a message. She 
says that they are coming soon for Toddles'; they are getting 
a place ready for her.” "The poor lady turned very pale, and 
fearing lest; Toddles " should be a child belonging to her, 1 
expressed the hope that I had not distressed her by giving the 
message, She replied, " No," adding that Toddles“ was the 
pet name of a young lady, a friend of her late daughter. 1 


November 4 
4,1 


917 


impressed upon her the necessity of not re peating to the » 
lady or her family what I had told he r, and I believe Ке ti 
me that she did not know them personally She did, howeve 
tell a lady who was a friend оѓ“ Toddles,” and Who came t É 
me about it. Toddles ” passed over last June 

Does not this conclusively prove that “ placea" are prepared 
for us, and that those who loved aud cared for us on earth 


await us on the other side Yours, &‹ 
Kare Cocksmw 
2, The Crescent, Leicester 
November 7th, 1917 


The Direct Voice, 


Sin,— Being interested in“ Psychophonics” or "Trumy 
mediumship," I should like to state that I have recently g. 
tended several séances for the above and have had interestig 
and, to me, evidential results 

Unfortunately, however, discussion after the séances m 
vealed the fact that a few of the sitters were more or less di. 
appointed because, although intimate information was gire 
approximating to proof of the identity of the controlling 
spirits, the voices bore little or no resemblance to those of the 
friends while in the body 

So I think that the question “ Have we any right to assum 
or expect that the spirit voices of our arisen friends shoul 
exactly or closely correspond to the familiar tones of eam 
life" is well worth eonsideration. 

It is, probably, a debatable one, but I should be inclined tj 
answer it in the negative on the following grounds: 


The quality of the human voice is largely determined ly 
the air capacity of the chest and lungs and by the size and 
formation of the larynx and vocal chords. 

The voice changes in quality from childhood to old age and 
varies according to the state of one’s health, and, under the 
stress of strong emotions, may become unrecognisable. 

Intonation and pronunciation are acquired -by unconscious 
imitation of the speech of our neighbours; for instance, the 
speech of a provincial after a year in the army undergoes 
marked change. 

We are all aware of the fact that a slight favourable modii- 
cation of the vocal chords makes one man an opera singer and 
that an unfavourable one makes another man a mute. 

Vocalism, then, as a vehicle of thought is almost entirely 
determined by physical laws and conditions, and with the dis- 
solution of the body its principal characteristics will be praci- 
cally obliterated. It is highly probable, also, that the corre 
sponding organs of the spirit body will undergo rapid modifica 
tion soon after passing into its new environment. Thus there 
are many factors to be considered before we can form a definite 
opinion. 

The Psychophone," or trumpet, used at these séances has 
much to do with the quality of the voice; we can all remember 
what a travesty of the human voice was presented by the 
phonograph in its early days, and how art and science have 
perfected it. 

So, in all likelihood, experiments with variously shaped 
trumpets made of different materials, or better still, the inven- 
tion of some apparatus which would comply with the psycho- 
physical laws governing this form of mediumship, would afford 
better opportunities for our spirit friends to manifest their 
personality in a more evidential and attractive way, banishing 
doubt from the minds of the sitters and saving the medium 
from much vexation. 

However, until this is an accomplished fact, it seems to me 
that proof of identity must be sought in the information and 
ideas transmitted by the voices, and the quality and characterof 
the tones being considered as of only secondary importance. 

I should be glad to learn the opinions of more experienced 
investigators into this phase of mediumship.— Yours, Ke, 

A. В, 


Johnstone. 


Tur Husk FuwNp.—Mrs, Etta Duffus, of  Penniwell, 
Klstroe, Herts, acknowledges with thanks the following sub- 
scription: Miss M. Simpson, £1, 

EnnATUM.—1n last week's report of the Rev. L. W. Fearn's 
lecture on “The Church and Communication with the Dead" 
(p. 362), in the seventh line of the second paragraph, the word 
“science” should be qualified by the adjective “sacred,” so 
social.” 

An ANTHOLOGY OF Spinir Messacus.—Since the 
ance of our Note on this subject in last week's Lion v 
learned that the anthology to which reference was madii will be 


published shortly, Whon it is ready tho fact will he duly 
announced, J 


